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nnd oiii' that you will sciirri'ly limj imriillfli'd in the puliticiil history of miy

otluT I'oiiiilry, to sf'c |»iirlit's lny down nil llirir wi'iipoiiH ol' warl'iin! iiiid set

iisidf all tlu'i • |in'JiHli<('-< and tcclinfr- tor tin- piirpoMi' of uhtainiiijt n jrri'Ut

coninion olijcct wliidi they liotli arkiiow Ifd^rc wa~i for the interest and jrood

of the connlry ; iiiid I do >ay it is an example tliaf eiititlef* those who were

en^jajred in it to liic liis/liesf con-ideralion of the people of this country.

(Clieer-^.) And vliile 1 >i)y Mial thu-e irentlenien who made this acritictMif

I'eelinir and party i)a>^ion to edcct this oliject in tlie way they did are deserv-

ing' of tile L'ratitude of the people of this country, they have ^'iven (•\iil(?iic('

that they themselves Imvi' an e(|ually hifrh appreciation of the ohjcct in view,

anil are e(|nally ready to sacrilice their own feelinirs and llieir own local mid

parly inlcrc^ts I'ur the pur|icp>e nl' it - utiaiiiiiient. (lioud checrH.) Mr. Chair-

niaii, haviii>r airreed that tlii^ was an o'oji-ci of ]iaramouut importance overall

others for till- future pind ol this (unniry. and hiivinir ajfrecd that a frovern-

nieiil should he formed especially for the purpose of its attainment, ami that

duriiifT the period that was necosary should elapse lietwoen it« lonimiion

and the attainment of that ohjcct party issues should he set ivsidc—havinjr

aL'rccd, I say, to all that, I have ever since fell it my duty to adhere to the

hond. (Loud and iirohm^ed cheers.) Whilst I have not found anything in

the general course imrsned hy the froverumeiit since its formation in the way
ilcscrihed that I could dissent from, and whilst I have found nothing in its

ordinary policy which 1 ciaild not heartily a|)prove, I Lave felt it my duty

under these circumstances to adhere to the original arrungeniont, and to

carry it through as far as my jinor ahilities and assistance may be necessary

to help it. (Cheers.) I will ask to he allowed, in ii few words, to c'X])ress

my regret that 1 am called upon here, as leader of the Heforni section of tho

government, to respond to this toa>'.1. 1 regret it because one who occupied

that position, and who would have much more ably fuUiUed this duty, is no

longer with us ; audi regret it the more because that gentleman's ability

and influence and position in the country nud<e it important that the (loverii-

nient sliould have his co-ojieraliou in carrying out that which is for the in-

terest of the country. I regret that he is not here with us as a niombcr of

the (lovernment, still co-oiieraling with us for nil the olijocts wo have in

view. (Hear, hear.) 1 .shall not, sir, go into the details of the measure that

is propo.sed for confederating these Provinces. I do not think that at this

late hour of the night, or rather early hour of the morning, it would be desir-

able for nie to make, or agreeable to you to listen, to any such statement.

I will merely say tiiat I think we have the strongest evidence on the part of

the people of this Province, I may say almost without exception, because

there ha-i been no ])idjlic deuKuistration whatever that I have hoard of in

which any portion of the people have collectively said that they do not de-

sire it—I say I think we have tho .strongest evidence that they are in favor

of the schenu' that has been submitted to them. (Loud cheers.) I think it

must be apparent to any man who has the slightest conception of the sub-

ject that a political union of these Provinces must as a consequence bind all

their interests together, and have a tendency to increase our importance,

extend our prosperity, and add to our security. (Loud cheers.) T myself


