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From S. J. McLkax, Blake Scliolai'ship "M-An in the Class of '94
:

During tlie past year of my tnurse in Political Science, it lias been my good
fortune to liavc .ittcnded Icctuns hy Mr. McMvoy, on Canadian Constitutional

History, English Constitutioir.il History and Kuonomiuw.
The lectures in ('anadion C\)nstitutioiiul History I found most profitable in-

deed^^lealt witii the varied ineiilents of constitutional importance in Canada,
from Ttie sixteeiitli century to the present. Thts lectures on the period of the

French Regime \v(;re very interesting and valuable, in that tiiey threw much
light on after developuients in Canadian Cimstitutional History. Then the

lecturer pertaining to matters of more recent date :—Tiie (,)uebec Act, Con-
stitutional .Act, Union Act, the Constitutional (irovvth of Ujiper Canada, the
Clergy Resci'ves, the Ih'itish North America Act, were, among other things, dealt

with in a nuuiner which m-jvs instructive and stimulating to all. I found the

lectures on the l'>riti.sli Xortli America Act most valuable since by their

help I was eiial)led to obtain a readier grasp of the principles contained in that
document. Tiie work (buie in lectures Avas su])plenitntcd by individual research

on the part of the students: tliis w.is done under the control of Mr. McEvoy.
The results of this work are subscribed in the Referendiiin note book. By this

means many somewhat obscurty ])eriods of Canadian Ccmstitutional History were
investigated independently, !uid old documents and records were searched.

Especially was this course of work of iiiiijortance in the study of the financial

basis of confederation— a subject on wiuch the ideas of most of us, and of myself
in particul.ir, had been extremely vague. Attention was also directed to the
enmparisdii of the Can.idian Constitution with that of the United States, the
influence of the latter on the former, and the salinet features of l)otli were dealt

v.ith. I found this part of the work very hel]>ful, in that it enabled me to more
closely deli nt^ some of the erroneous, popular views, Avhicli I had accepted, on the
question of the executive.

On Englisii Constituticmal History lectures were delivered during the Easter
term, covering a period cxteiuliMLr from Saxon times to the present. I found the
tracing of tlie development of the English Parliamentary system especially

beiieficinl. The explanation of the forces which consolidated and unified the
constitueiici(.'s, goes far to account for the failure to secure true; representation
by arbitrarily estaldished electoral l)oiinduries. The relation of the Privy
Council to Parliament, the influences which led to the waning of its power, the
differentiation of its fuuctif)ns, and the influences which led to the establishment of

the cabinet system, were all dealt m ith in sufficient detail to render each step
readily seen and understood by every student. I found the whole scries of

lectures extremely beneficial ; by their aid 1 was enabled to better uiulerstaud the
complexity of the f(jrces from which have evolved the ISritish constitution.

Lines of independent reading were also recommended ; I found the references on
special topics to various parts of Stubb's, .May, and other Murks, of much ser-

vice to me in obtaining an adequate conception of the subject.

Mr, McE\()y, in his lectures on economics, which had to do with the questions
of distribution and rent, showed on his part independent thought ; the method
))ursued led to much thought among the students on these important subjects. I

found the discussion (if the Ricardian hypothesis of rent most instructive and
though t-stinuilatiiig.

Occassiinally during the discussion of constiiutional (question it was necessary
to toucii on matters wliich were possioly of parti/an inter])retation ; but Mr.
McEvoy was invariably fair, each (pie^tion was considered calmly and on its

merits. NVe were told that partizanship had nothing to do witli the matter we
were considering, that it was for us siiniily to consider it in its bearing on the
constitutional ilevelopmcnt of the country.

I have found my kno\vle<lge broailened by Mr. McEvoy's lectures ; I have
found my judgment more matured and rendered capable of understanding some


