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ohief reason why he oonsiderttd it in

the best interests of the Dominion to con-

tstruot it as a public worK, was the appre-
hension he entertained that if a large

area of a country fell into the bands of a
compr..ny there would be danger of the
control falling into the hands of unfriendly

rivals, and the settlement of the country
might be either postponed in favour of the
neighbouring Republic, or might be car-

ried on injuriously to this Dominion.
Entertaining that view, he submitted a
number of resolutions to this House about
two years ago, in April, 1873, and he
thought that in these resolutions was
suggested a scheme which might have
been adopted with advantage by the CJov-

ernment. He thought that it would be
admitted to day that if the Government
had acted upon it when they succeeded
to office ; if they bad adopted the plan
•uggested here, it would have, been satis

factory to the whole Dominion, and en-
tirely satisfactory to British Columbia. It

might have been accomplished without a
large expenditure ; without anything like

the expenditure that they afterwards pro
posed to make on works of little or no
utility. On that occasion he bad moved
to resolve that with a view to the early
commencement of the Canadian Pacific

Railway, and in order to keep faith with
British Columbia, and to carry out the
iionditions agreed upon at the union of
that Province with Canada, and to ensure
the certain and early uniting toi^etber by
railway of all the Provinces oi the Domin-
ion, the Crovernmcnt should forthtvith

determine the terminal points of the line

on the Pacific coast, and east of the
Booky Mountains, and should at once
commence and proceed with the con-
struction of the railwav through the
Department of Public Works, or by a
board of competent commissioners ap-
pointed for that purpose. That simulta-
neously with commencing the construo-
ti.OT> of the railway, steps should be taken
by the Government to obtain a thorough,
accurate exploration and complete sur-

vey of the whole line between the ter-

minal points on the Pacific coast and
the south siJe of Lake Nipissing, to
ascertain the features and physical for-

mation oi the country, to determine the
alignment and grades of the railway, and
to procure a close estimate of the oo't
for the intormation of i'arliament and of
the country. A largo amount had been
expended, and a larger amount was of-
fered to be expended in what would
have been productive of little or no good
result. He was one of those who voted
•gainst the measure of last session for the

construction of the Esquimalt and Nan-
aimo Railway. His reason for doing so
was, he believed, in the first place, that the
expenditure would have been utterly un-
productive ; that the proposed railway
would not be a work of any utility ; that
the offer was really to bribe British Col«
umbia into consenting to an indefinitd

postponement of the Pacific Railwsy. He
believed also that the arrangement would
not have effected a settlement of the
question, because while British Colum-
bians wer.) willing to accept it for a time,

they would not have been satisfied for

long, and would have demande i the con-

struction of the Pacific Railway in fulfil-

ment of the conditions of Union. His hon.

friend (Mr. Carrall) was candid enough to

tell them so on the fioor of this House. Tb

was simply the expenditure of money
that was offered to conciliate the British

Columbians, without being of any national

service. And that policy was continued

;

for after the bill authorizing the Esqui-

mau and Nanaimo Railway was lost in this

House, and some other means bad to b»
devised to satisfy for & time the people of

British Columbia—a small sum compara-
tively, but a large sum considering it was
really a sop—three quarters of a million

was offered to them for an indefinite post-

ponement of the Pacific Railway. Now,
he would have opposed the grant of

$750,000 this year, if it had been brought
up, as an improvident grant. He believed

the people of this Dominion, from one end
to the other, desired the construction of

our great national railway—not in an ex-

travagant manner ; not before the means
of the country would permit oi its bemg
constructed without inconvenience to the
exchequer; not faster than the settlement
of the country required; but as fast as

the int»resti« of the Dominiou demanded.
He believed a great ni^ority of the people

desired to see the Pacific Uiiilway carried

out. He would only say a lew words with

respect to the negotiations carried on
with British Columbia. He did not think

uhev had been conducted in a spirit

worthy of this Dominion. The bargainmg
with British Columbia had not been car«

ried on in a spirit worthy of Canada. Hv
confessed he read the last Order in Coun-
cil with a great deal cf regret and with

some pain; for it was not conceived in

that tone of national dignity and loftiness

which should characterize the State papers
of this country. If the (rovernment,

instead of occupying a great deal of

time in paltry negotiations, had com-
menced the Railway and madaa moderate
expenditu'-e as evidence of their good
faith and heir desh« to carry out what


