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can be acccpt-

mmon convic-

tion, and man believes only himself when he is professing to

believe God. On the other hand we must give to reason its

true place. In the language of Locke, " He that takes away

reason to make way f(jr revelation puts out the light of both,

and docs much the same as if he would persuade a man to put

out his eyes, the better ro receive the remote light of an in-

visible star by a telescope." But reason is out of its true

place w hen it demands of us to surrender a genuine doctrine

of revelation. Here we are called to distinguish well and

warily between (iod's truth and man's interpretation, between

divine verities and human oi)inions—-we may willingly part

with opinions, but it is the highest office of reason to grasp

firmly the truth divine.

3rd. There is still anotlier school of theologians who grant

the fact of a revelation, but who object to Christian dogmas,

and who represent a plain statement of the doctrines of the

Bible as opposed to a devotional faith. Christianity we are

1(j1(1 must abandon the pretension to offer a fixed, sharply de-

fined body of truth to the acceptance or rejection of the mind

of man. Thus one writes, " Any one who has ever read his

Bible in the hope of learning something of the divine lessons

which it teaches, necessarily and uncon.sciously abstracts his

!uind from the mere words, and still more from the outlines of

facts, in order to fix it on the sacred meaning which underlies

them. Devotional reading is a thing apart from and incompat-

ible with historical study. The absorption of the spirit of the

liible, is nut consistent with the absorption of the facts into

the menicTy."* Here we concede at once that the devotional

reading of the Bible is one thing, and the historical or doc-

trinal study of the Bible is another
; but to say that they are

things inconsistent and incomjKitible is to sweep away not

only all the^jlogy but also all study of the Bible. However
such sentiments may be exi)ressed, there is at the foundation

of this opposition to dogma, the feeling that however beauti-

ful Christianity may be it does not contain settled and fixed

truths
; as a poem, " its utterances fiowing in a ceaseless

rhythm of antitheses," such men will study it, and love it and
learn from it, and it will " breathe upon the character
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