
The Meii^^ of the Dliclplei of Chritt 17
djrfei b not an invitation to all Christendom
to coiM ovw and join us. Tliat is not now and

and those who have eo Interpreted their mes^
sage understand neither the message nor the
greater problem of the union of Christendom.
For mstance, if even one of the larger com-«^ should decide at their next annual
8»»«ing to abandon aU of their denominational
machineiy and join the Disciples, it would well-
nigh swamp us, for aheady we are taxed to our
limit, and often beyond it. in our effort to take
care of our rapidly growing membershipu and
tOKday that condition presents the most serious

I»2»>^em among us as a separate com-mwdon. No, it Is not for other communions tocome over and jofai us. Were that true, our

tTf^^jr^*^ P^"^* ^ of the papacy andthe Umbetf, quadrilateml but it malSn^suchP^. It cites those facts upon which mostChmtians are agreed, leaving the interpretation
of those facts to private opinion.
Ar^ second, let me say that because we takethe New TMtament as our sole rule of faith and

practice and wear the names Christfan and
Disciples of Christ, we do not claim that we are

Church at the exclusion of others, neither dowe recognize that any other communion can
cfaim that to itself. Its claim is as out of placeMom would be. We are dealing in facts, not


