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bureau drnwcr "stead of luckiu" it up in \o' trunk

when v<»u washes, it's ;.;\vine be stuid jes' sliu's liell's

a lishiKuid."

"Jluhl YOu is been sayiu" that I'oi- a yeah.

Tain't lieen stub! tweil yet.'

" Tiiey's tdlks dyin' ev'y (hiy. lOlzevir. wliieh aiut

never di('(l b<'t'u" !

"

lie turned away aixi was sal'ely within the liouse

liefore a tlttinii retoi't came to hei' lips. lie made
his way once more to tlie bureau drawer and took

theret'rf)in a diamond rini: of scintiUant luilliance.

I'^or si.xty-tliree weeks I'riaH Nesbit liad paid on

that rinu'. One hundred and twcuty-tiv<' dolhirs

had been e\|»cn(h'd l"(»r the stone in instalments of

two dollai's eacii Satui'ilay al'ternoon. 'I'hat had

been in the days when the elusive royncss of the

rei;al I]l7.evii' bade I'aii to put Trias permanently

into tlie matiimouial discard. The ring had w»»n

her. An<l so they were married.

Tliat diamond rin;; was the ;^uarantee of Elze-

vii's social eminence. At tirst there had been

skcjilics — nundierini; leyitui ~ w ho (juestioned the

genuineness of the stone, but lliey had been ef-

fectively s(juelcl!e(l by the triumphant I-llzevir who
invariably (•«)uvoyed them to a Jeweller of unim-

peachable ijite;;rity Un- an ap[iraisemeiii . And as

thei-e wasn't a jeweller in the city win* did not in-

s'antiy value the rinu at anywhere from a hundre(l

.^nd twenty live <(» a hundred and tifty dollars, its

reputati(Ui qiic kly spiead and iiy her diamond
Kl/.evir became known.

Hut the diamond was the lone siirn of aniueiice

about the Ne.sL'J! !!!!'!5:H'"e. SoMii-bow >',:!!!_ •!!!!'

I'rias didn't pt abui^' very well to^'ctlu'i'. The


