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vania was organised, and its construction begun.
Here was a chance for the New York Central
to grip and hold its antagonist by the throat;
but the Pennsylvania interests, seeing what
the movement involved, approached Mr. Van-
derbilt while I was absent in Europe and
induced him to surrender. Exactly what ad-
vantage the New iTork Central system received,
I do not knov., but it should have been great
indeed, for this was probably the greatest
mistake in its history. Mr. Twombly had
found the key to masterdom for the Vanderbilt
interests, but it was foolishly thrown away.
The work on tl e South Pennsylvania was
stopped, and our investment returned. Thus
ended effort number two.

My personal effort to build the Bessemer Rail-
road to the Lakes came after these vain efforts

of united Pittsburg to emancipate herself.

When Mr. Cassatt ended the agreement
entered into between his predecessor and myself,
I was quite prepared to take up the challenge.
We were once more free. An idea struck me
one morning. I called upon Mr. George Gould
and said to him: "Years ago, soon after I
had taken up residence in New York, your
father approached me in the Windsor Hotel
and said he would buy the control of the Penn-


