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ish Columbia and Manitoba franchises and
that of the unorganlzed terrltory In Ontario
and Quebec, take thern frorn tbe provincial
autboritles and juriadiction, and baud them
over to the partiaan officers of the Dominion
government ; for we must take the Bill ex-
acthy as It la, and on the f ace of the Bill
that Is plainly written. We can also Inter-
pret tbe Bill by the past action of tbe gov-
ernment, and 1 propose to cite some instan-
ces of the past action of tbe gvrmn
under a clause of tbis kind. Wbat tben
was tbe principal proposai 0f tbe Bill?
That wbich I bave mentioned ; but, Mr.
Speaker, It was not an open proposai. It
was a concealed proposai. It was a part of
tbe Bill wbich was at firat almott if flot en-
tireiy ignored. When tbe Minister of Jus-
tice introduced bis Bill be did not even men-
tion, or If hie mentloned It was very sligbtly
lndeed, this proposai in tbe Bill, and a per-
si listening to bis exposition of il" as hie
introduced it would be absolutely ignorant
that sucb a drastic and far-reacbing .and
subversive proposai was concealed witbin
the Bill. That was scarcely fair to the
country or to tbe flouse. Tbe eýjuntrv gets
Its idea of a Bill frorn Its Introduction by
the responsible minister, and very many
people, whilst tbey read the Introductory
remarks, probably forrn their opinion from,
these, and elther do not bave It shaken or
do not see subsequent discussions hbicb
might ebake It. That fact la patent; I do
not thinhi it can be denied. It was con-
ceaied as well as lgnored, for wben tbe sec-
ond readlng came to be moved, tbe samne
Minister of Justice devoted tbe largeat part
of bis tIme to tbe grievance wblcb was ln-
volved,.in the overlapplng of the polling sub-
divisions, and it was a very saal propor-
tion of bis time tbat bie devoted to tbat
portion of tbe Bill whlch gives thia govern-
ment" through Its partisan officers complete
control of tbe lista of two provinces and of
the unorganized territoty in the two greater
eastern provinces. That la patent; that
cannot be denied. But the matter began
to ieak out wben the supporters of the gov-
ernment came to discuas tbe Bill. Then
very 11111e was said about the overlapping
clauses, but they pegged away at making
a foundation if possible, to prove that ViE
lista as tbey were prepared by tbe Manitoba
authorities were unfair lista, unjuat lista.
Incomplete lista, dead and decayed lista, ani
that no fair-play éould be given to tb(
party at present lu power under tbese lista
And so, as man after man frorn tbe wesl
arose, tbat point carne to be prominent, un
tii at last It oversh adowed, as It shoulc
bave oversbadowed, every other provisi
ln the Bill, ln the estimation and desire o:
the governent whlch lntroduced ItL To
day, then, we are dlscussing, and have beei
for the hast week almoat entlrely tbat oui
proposition, tbat vital proposition. Wehi
Sir, wbnt la that proposi *tion, as we read I
ln the Bill? Arn I going too far In sayiný

that It proposes to take the Manitoba and
Britishi Columbla lists, using tbern as a basis,
wbatever that may mean ; and it proposes
ti go on, by its own revislng officers and
Its own government and party machinery,
to make a liat ; and it expressly states tbat
the voters upon tbese lista, as finally pre-
pared in tbat way, are tbe only persons wbo
shall have a vote for Dominion elections iu
tbose pfovinces and territorles.

Mr. DUNCAN ROSS. Will the hon, gen-
tleman excuse me? There must be Borne
mi-sunclerstanding in connection with this
tbing. As I understand it, the Bill does flot
disturb In any way the revislng barrIsters in
those provinces, andi under the provincial
lista the revising barristers are couiity
court judges.

Mr. FOSTEIt. Now if the bon, gentleman
will take bis seat and exercise his patience,
I will deal with that In a littie wbile-two
tbings wbicb it will flot be difficult, 1 arn
sure, for my bon. friend to do.

Mr. DUNCAN ROSS. 1 arn asking for in-
formation, that !a ail.

Mr. FOSTER. I know that my bon. frlend
wants Information, and, more than that, If
bie ouly knew It, bie needs It. Tbat, tben, la
borne on the face of the Bill as It appears
in section 1. Wbat does that Involve ?
You talk about the old Dominion
Franchise Law of 1885 ; but the lista that
were prepared under tbat law were not
rush lista, or emergency lsta. Tbey were
lista provided for times set In advance, lels-
urely undertaken, leisurely carrled out, not
In tbe beat and turmoil of an election con-
test. What does thia preclous Bihl propose?
It does not propose that tbe Dominion shahl
stretch out Its greedy banda and seize
the francbise of tbese two great pro-
vinces until after the wrlts are lasued.
Wbat doea this mean ? It means that
wben a wrlt is lssued, wltbln probably
twenty-eigbt days from tbat tirne tbe elec-
tÉons are beld. It rneans that these lista, if
tbey are to be prepared In any way by
means of whlch reasonable revision shall
be bad, bave a very sftxall portion of tirne
in whlcb tbey can be brought to the point
of revision. It meana tbat ,as they must
be printed and ln the banda of the return-
ing officers a reasonable time before pol-
mng day, the limit of twenty-eight daya la
COnsiderably shortened. What bave you ?
The writs are lasued. Then this govern-

-ment bas to communicate wltb their of.
Lficers ln every Dominion polllng division in
Stbe unorganized territories of Quebec and
SOntario, In Manitoba and In British Colum-
-bia. And these are distant places. What

klnd of communication can you have?
Communication à la Mr. Ricbard Scott, by
telegrarn and telegrarn only, wltbout ln.

t structions of any klnd ? Is tbat the klnd
L, of communication whlch la to be had ? It
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