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A MTI' OF ANI)ALUSIA.

Few things are more sad than
the (lownfall of an ancient dynasty.
In the dec;àý and degradation of
its later days thec pol) and pride
anid spiendour of its prime are for-
gotten. \Vhen* the once vast col-
onial empire of Spain lias dw~indlecl
irito, insignificance and seemns on
the very verge of extinction, it may
l)C well to, remind ourselves of its
contribution to the worlcl's civiliza-
tion. Spaini's history goes back to,
the (lawn of time. It is the Tarshishi
of Scripture, and wvas known to the
Phioenicians at least a thousanic
vears before the Christian era. The

* WTe beg to aekznowledIge our indel>ted-
ness for some of the quotations in this paper
to an admirable volume of recent, travel in
Spain bya United States Constnl-General,
Alfred E.Lee. and to the "Sketclies of
Spanish Travel," by '.\r. Arthur Criffiths.

Iancguag-e of the Basqunes seems to,
connect that renînant of the an-
cient Iberian race ivith a stili more
remote antîquity. It is said to
have no ternis for cutting instru-
mients wvhich have tiot their roots
froni words signifying stone or
rock, ail] worcls implying the use of
inletals being borrowed fromn other
and( mnore mîodern languytages.
This fact woul1 seem- to link the
Basques wvith pre-historic tini es.

The successive colonies planted
by the Egptians, Phoenicians, and
Greeks have ail left behind them
memorials of their occupation.
The Romans. iii addition to their
enduring public wvorks, have given
Spain its niagnificent languagre.
Thie Arabs, though they wvere
ruthîlessly banishied or burned lb'


