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‘ritain was not disposed to ac- mounted with guns of the heaviest
Guiesce in an arrangement which calibre; vast stores of material have
threatened her su-
-premacy in the
Mediterranean and
her communication
with  India. A
powerful fleet was
despatched to drive
the French out of
their coveted
stronghold. Asits
fortifications were
of immense
strength, the Brit-
ish commanders re-
frained from ex-
pending the blood
of their soldiers in
hopeless attempts
to carry them Dby
assault, and re-
solved to reduce
the garrison by
bHlockade. The
fortifications were
therefore  closely
mvested; and after
a siege of upwards
of two vears’ dura-
tion, by sea and i .
land. the French e 5
hauled down their % I 1 .
flag. Thus this : v
erand fortress, en-
closing the finest
harbour in the
world  within its
impregnable walls,
and once honoured
as the bulwark

f.’
3
't

of  Christendom i

against Islam, was :

twenty years im- J
1
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permanently  an-

nexed to the Brit-

1sh Empire.
Within the last

portant additions
have been made
to the fortifi-
cations at Malta. New docks been accumulated. Here is a
and magazines have Dbeen con- graving dock capable of receiving
stcucted. The works have Deen the largest man-of-war.  There




