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Britain wvas not disposeci to ac-
ruiesce in an arrangement whiclx
threatencd lier su-
*premnacy in the
Mediterranean and
hier communicationividi India. A ' *
powerful fleet w~as
dcspatchied to drive .
the French out of

stronghiold. As itsa
fortifications were

strength, the l3rit-
isli commanders re-
frained from ex-
pending the blood
of their soldiers in
hiopeless attempts
to carry hrnb
aissault, and re-
-;olved to reduce
th-e garrison~ bv
blockade. Thée
fortifications wvere
tilerefore cIosely'
invested; and after

siege of upwards
Of two vears' dura-
tion, by sea andl
]and. the French
bauled dow'n their ~
flag. Thus this
grand fortress, en-
closing' the finest
harbour in the

iniprcegnable walls.
anxd once hionoured
ais the bulwark
nf Christendomi

against Islam, wvas
perrnanenth' an-
nexcd to tie Brit-
isli Empire.

WXitljin the Iast
tweixtv vears im-
Portant additions
hiave been made
to the fortifi-
cations at Malta. NXew docks
and magazines have becni con-
strLict-ed. The w'%orks have been

mnounteci vwith guns of the lleaviest
calibre; vast stores of material have
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been accumulated. Here is a
graving dock capable of receiving
tlic Iargest nian-of-war. Tixere


