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" Famine and pestilence are at the gates, and the con-

science-stricken nation will almost fear to see the * writing

on the wall.'

" We are forced to confess that, whether it be the fault

of our laws or our men, this new act in the terrible drama

has not been met as humanity and common-sense would

enjoin. The result was quite within the scope of calcula-

tion, and even of care." . -f . , i .>V;V7'
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Miscalculation, and want of care, are terms far too mild

to apply to such wanton negligence as resulted in the

immediate sacrifice of upwards of 25,000 souls, four fifths

of whom fell upon their way to Canada. From the report

issued at the end of the season, it appears that, of the

98,105 (of whom 60,000 were Irish) that were shipped for

Quebec,
There died at sea, 5,293
At Grosse Isle and Quebec, 8,072
In and above Montreal, 7,000

Making 20,365,

besides those who afterwards perished, whose number can

never be ascertained. Allowing an average of 300 per-

sons to each, 200 vessels were employed in the trans-

mission to Canada of Irish emigrants alone ; and each of

these vessels lost one third of her living cargo ere she

again set sail upon her return to Europe.

If we suppose those 60,000 persons to be an army on

their way to invade some hostile power, how serious would

appear the loss of one third of their number before a

battle was fought ? Yet the 40,000 who landed upon the

Canadian shores had to fight many a deadly battle before
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