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SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS,

1. rt is ])r<>))(istMl tliat the text-look shall n(;t be placed in

tlu; bands of inipils until they are ])rei)ared to enter upon the
studies of tlie .' /.»'^/' ^"radt^ of the Coninion School ('ours(\ The
introduetniy L'^ssons are dt\>igiird for i>urely oxi/ tt^aehing.

They do not constitute a complete treatise on elementary
grammar, but simply embody tht^ substance of the oral work
tiutlined in the C'ouisi' as jJreliTninary to cntrai>"e on the foiinal

study of the scienct>,

2. In arranging the matter of these Lessons, two objects

have been kept in view : first, to unfold in a clear aii<l orderly

m.'.nner the I'undameiital prineiph s of grammar ; seeor.dly, to

discourage all attempts to substitute for real teaching and
learning the nu htaritcr reciitation of di>tinitions and i-iiles.

H. The Ijessons are submitted as a general guide t<» teachers,

who, it is assumed, are capable of clothing the outlines furnished
with ai>proiiiiate explanations ;uid illustrations of their own.
iSo class exercis'^ should lie lu-gun by placing before the children
a bald statement of the principle to lie estalilished. The latter

should b(^ (ilnfrit by jn-ojier (juestioning from knowledge already
possessed by the pupil-^, in connection with ilhistrativt; stMitences

on the black-board. The greatest care siiould betaken to unfold
and impress by re[)eated ])ractice in sentence-building the
relations which the various elenuMits of language sustain to

one another, in a langiiage like I'higlish, in which the same
word may lepresent sineral parts of speech, it is in the
highest dej^'iee important that children should learn to dis-

tinguish words by thair funrtinn in a senttniee.

4. The tiiri.sinn.! of the Lessons hux'i been determined by
convenience of treatment, and have no reference to (he (iinoiint

of work to hf (ilidi! /!.",{ (it rarli rcriUitio)!. '^Pliis must be left to

the judgment of the teacher, who, however, is earnestly
recommended not to attempt too much. It is believed that the
Lessons may well occu]»y tln^ whole time assigned to their
subjects in the Course of Study. The aim should be to secure
by fre(pient review and copious illustiatioii a firm gras[> of the
iudinu;ntary distinctions of language.

5. Vv'hen the tinni has conn' for ].lacing the te\t-))t>ok in the
hands of the pupils, the first few v.-eeks of the term should be
de\<tte<l to a care'ful imituv of x}\v ititroductory Tifssoiis. 'J'Ikj

exercises beh.ngiiig to the body of the work ha\e been jilaced
together, as on the whole the most convenient method of
location. They are caicftilly adapted in order (jf develoimuint
to the text which they illustrate. A rirtnin aiiiouiit of
exeirt.se-iror/c nhonld ari'inniianji even/ rc'itotion. The Noten are
int<Mided for advancecl jaipils only, though ti^ichers may
occasionally deem it wise at an earlier stage to derive therefrom
material for explanation.


