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^196 WEST-FLORIDA.
the people of which build a few fhips, and

cultivate rice, cotton, and indigo: the cottbn

has only the fauk of being too fliort •, the in*

digo is more brilliant than that of St. Domin-

go. The inhabitants, in general, amount to

about 6000 i but they increafe rapidly, efpe-

cially towards the MifTifllppi, where the plant*

«rs are attra<flcd by the beauty of the country,

the purity of the air, and the neighbourhood

of the Spaniards, who are now in poiTeiTion

of Louifiana. Their trade, at prefent, fcems

confined to furs, which they get fronn the In-

dians in vail abundance, and wood for buikU

ing, dying, &c. In 1 768, their exports am ount-*

cd to 10,4951.5 the year following, to ic,8o61.|

and, in 1770, 30 veflcls entered their ports,

and they fitted out 41. The affairs of this

colony are at prefent adminiltered by a Go-

vernor and J 2 Counfellors. It ''as divide^

into two counties -, but this luw was repealed

by the King :—and country-duties were inn

pofcd, which were likewife repealed. ^' " '

The charges of both governments are de-R

frayed by the mother-country, with whom ex^

change is at par. Protefted bills fubjed tbq

drawers ro 15I. per cent, re-exchange, an4

^ per cent, mtercft. '^-^fi^jv v* a^i ^i.. ..*^.r
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