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«|ui>ln'»l tlu'ii, " () tli'iitli I winTf i> tliy >liuii';' < > urav c I wlu'iv

is tliy vi«'.tory V" Dratlil tlioii luulst a sliiii;:, Init tin- poiijon U
I'xtnu'tcd ; ufiiivt'I tliou luidst ^utcs ;in»l l»ars, luit they aiv ull

Imrst mikI Uiokt'ii ; :in(l now, rrdrciiuMl, it'ii('\V(<|, rcstorcfl, wv

lift <mr forclicads to tlic sky, to 1k'1i(»I(| and to I'/ar the Lor»l

<U'sccu<lini; from lioavi'ii wlili a sliont of triunij»lial <-oiM|iU'st
;

au«l ascrilx', in all tlit- ufratit'ido of* conscious innnortalitv, " thanks

Ik' to (io<l, wlio ^ivctli US tni' vit'tory tlnoni;li our Lord .Icsus

("in-ist." ,.,'
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Tlic text furtluT stati's, tliat l»v di'atli tlicrc is not oidv the

inanimation and conscMiui'nt dissolution f»t' tlic '>ody, lnii, besides,

there is anotlicr tact, "yka man <.i\ ktii vv iiik <;host." Now
i'nnn tlie orioinal word tor " i/hnsf^' we, perhaps, can gather no

more mcaninLf than sitnply ///'c Man uiveth np tht'lite. Still tlieiv

comes the eiKjuiry, w hat is life ? Does it consist oidy in eon-

sciims activity of hrain an<l heart, "olood \essels, nnisch's, and

nerves V If so. man is alloirethei- like the l)east of the field ! 1

must have more than that. Tlu' " ^ivimj up"' infers a livinjjj

part, a restorinii; or retiii-ninn' of a portion of what constituted

human existence. The preaelier in .lernsalem, after speaking of

death, says, " t/i<:/i shall the spirit retni'u to (iod who o:»\-e it."

We find the soul hei'e ; and Mliich is the i-eal, living, respousihie

constituent of man. Death is the separation of the material from

the spiritual, an<l dissolution seizes on the one, and(iod recalls

the other, IJeasou can do absolutely nothing foi- us in this. It

is a subject of [)ure faith, and that faith resting on heavenly

revealings. I>y reason, we know nothing about death any further

than we see. Wliat was life, is lifeless : everv sense uttei'lv un-

conscious. That is all we can tell. We bi-liold no pait oi- parti-

cle escaping—no tenant flitting from an old honu'. Hut then' is

a sublime wonder in the fact that the soul from that body has

[Kisse<l, (piicker than electric light, through uuknowii regions into

the clear atmosj)hei'e of eternity, and ai'rixcd at the very foot of

the throne of the (iodhead. We want words to express the uiys-

teriousness, the sublimity, the awfuluess of the truth which

so directly concerns <'very one of us : for wc, too, must give up

our souls to Uod, utul stand l)efore JJitn, vither friendless, Ijaviu^


