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the Englisit language. There may have 0tmei
among them onme member front thc western dis-
trict, of F'rench -crigin-pertaps Monsieur
Baby, who for years was the soie repréenta-
tive In the province of Upper Canada of that
portion of the French race wito were living in

Upper Canada. Are we going ta be, lesi liberal?
Forbid It, Mr. Speaker. In the narne of
humanlty, In thte name of clvllîration, In tce

naxne of. the progres of titis country, I a.ppeai
to ail our friends a i house, wltitout refer-
ence to party. to farget witat may be an In-
convenlence when they go -back to titeir consti-
tuents on botti aides, to forget that for a mo-
muent, and to merge everything In thte great de-
sire to make Canada. Frencht and Engllsh, one
people, witbout amy hostile feeling. wittout any

-difference of opinion. furtiter than that whlch
arises front the différent literatures and the dif-
feront stralas of mmnd titat rua always la
different races and which sever thc Scotcitmam
and the IrlsiTiftf fromn the Englishman as much
as it severs the Frencbnian front kthe
Englishmnan. Let us forget titis cry, and
we shall have our reward In seelng
this unfortunate rire wilch bas been
kindled froni so0 snaîl a spark,ý extlnguisited

for ever. and wc shall go on, as wc have been
going on since 1867, as one people, wlth one ob-
ject. iookiag to one future. and expecting to lay
the foundation of one great country.

In 1890, speaking on the motion to abolish
the French language in -the Northwest
territories, Sir John eaid:

W. bave a constitution now, under whlcit ail
-British subjeto are la a position of absolute

equ5ity, having equai rlghts of every kind,

of language. religion, of property and of per-
Som

Please remark hon. gentlemen the words-
"equa.lity o! language"-does by-law No. 17
respect the views and advice o! theeminent

Six John Thonipson .moved in amend-
ment to that motion, as follows:

Titat this House. itaving regard to the long
continued use of the Frencht language la old
Canada, and to the covenants on that subject
embodicd in the British Nortit Âmerica Act,

cannot agree to the déclaration contained in the

said Bill as the basis thereof. that it Is expe-

dient la thte interest of thte national unity of the

Dominion that titere should be community of

language amongst te people of Canada.

Sir John Thompson, as you see, hon.
genîtlemen, refused to admit that the comn-
1111î1ity of lngtage was in the interest o!
tlie national unity of the Dominion.

All the Prime Ministers of Canada, iii-

cluding our most esteemed colleague, Sir
Mackenzie Bowell, held the saine language
and took the saine position towards the
rights aequired or possessed by minorities.

1 shall take the liberty of quoting the
wvords prorîouîîced by Sir Mackenzie Bowell.*
'Tiiero are mflany things which I could cite,
,rîaîy quotatioîîs whichi 1 coffl1d make, ail so
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cloquent and good ast deserving to be again
recorded, -but 1 will be content with citing
tho following cite, which is s0 much in
accord with the position I take now; it is
tie justificationî of-.xny motion, whieh does
not go further titan these words pronounced
by our honourable colleague.

1 took titis ground In the Government. of
which I had the honour or belng the head for a
short trne, and the Goverument of which I
witi a member under other heade, that certain
rlgitis were guaranted by the constitution to
al, %vliatever their race or creed might be. and
iliat theze rights uiîould be resPected at ail
Iin.'.trts. 1 amn stili of that opinion, whether
thec complaInt corne front the ]Protestants of
Lower Canada. or the French half-breeds of the
Northwest, It la a niatter of perfect Indifférence
t> me-it la slmply a question of the constitu-
lion and the maintenance or peace and harnOtiy
throughout the counltry.

They ail declared that oui' national or
religious difficulties should be settled by
way of conciliation.

I think proper now to read an extract
front the eloquent speech made by the
Premier of Quebeo, Sir Lomer Gouin, at
the opening o! the Legisiature:

I désirs to niake an appeal Ia th e naine of the
entire population of Canada--cf Englsh Cana-
dians, Scotch and Iish »s well as French-Cana-
dians--to the Governinent and to the rnajority
of the province of Ontario. In the name of
Justice and of the gaerosity of which Engiand
bas given no msny proofs, and whicb cannot
fait to animate every truiy British citizen, as
well as In the name of the struggles wbich our
torefathere sustained in> opening to civilization
the riait domaine which are our comrnon pstri-

mony, 1 ask that Justice be done to the French
minority of Ontario, and thàt if necessary tiey
be flot only justiy, but even generousiy deait
with. In the name of te sublime expressions
that it bas given to buman thought. 1 ask for
the Frencli language the rigbt to corne to trie
lips of the scbool cildren of Ontario who wish
to iearn and to epcak: IL.

Let us see now how this eloquent appeal
to -fair play and justice was appreciated
by the Journal of Commerce of Montreal:

In titis eloquent passage we have the finest
spirit. of truc Canadianlsai. Canada is a coun-
try inhabited by peoples of different maces and
liferent crccds. If is a liand where above nearly
everythlng else, we need toleration and broad-
rnindedness. It should not be necessary to
argue as to the légal rights of minorities. The
majority everywhere, especiaiiy when such deli-
cate questions as those of race or creed arise,
should not ask titentelves, " how little can we
grant to the minority and stili kcep within the
law." but. "itow mucit can we grant, how far
can we go, witout doing injustice to any to
maet the dlaims, the wisites and even the honest
prejudices of the rninority?' We are confident
that If thte question of thte Frcnch language In
those sections of Onta.rio witere the population
is iargely Frencht Is approacited In the spirit


