
Subsidies in aid [MAY 15, 1890.] of Railways Bill.

the northern or north-western end of the length eompeting with their own une al
Intercolonial Railway a competing point that distance and net offering any advan-
for freight. The Government took the tage whatever for conducting the business
hint as far as regards going on with the of the road. 1 find in this Bil the sain
construction of the railway. They paid principle is carried eut. Subsidies are
enormous sums for land damages at given to unes, a principal effect of which
Point Levis and in its neighborhood, will be te take business away from the
and those twelve miles of railway Intercolonial Railway and render the de-
have cost the country some $2,C00,000 ficit on that road, which is already tee
at the present time ; yet the thing foi great, greater year by year. In another
which that branch was intended has never case where there was an opportunity for
been done. To-day there are no freight theGovernment to subsidize either oftwo
connections between the North Shore unes, for the purpose of supplying two
Railway and the Intercolonial Railway. counties in Nova Scotia, one of which
After all these millions-I do not know Hnes vould have been a continuation of'
that we are quite done paying out money the Intercolonial Railway and a feeder to
for land damages-have been expended it, ani the other one which would have
the Intercolonial Railway comes to the been calculated te take business away
water's side at Point Levis, but there is from the Intercolonial Railway and carry
no proper freight connection between the it in other directions, the Government
north shore and the Intercolonial Rail- have, with that fatal facility for always
way. It would not take a statesman to doing the wrong thing in railway matters
provide facilities of that sort; any private which seems te characterize them, subsi-
railway company owning and managing a dized the road which would take business
road for themselves would have had those away frem the lntei colorAal Raiiway, and
tcilities. Then again the Governmnent, which would at the same tire do the
on ie eve of an election, undertook to least good to the part cf the country to
construet what ivas cailed a1 "' Shor-t Linle"ý which I have referred.
ie the cocetiet fi Cumbeteland, Cowchester
and Pictou. Lt was alleged by the hon. HoN. MR. KAULBACII-Which line is
gentleman-I do not know whether he that ?

taas then Minister cf Raicways, or oeether
he had passod into the Finance Depart- oa. Ma. POWER-It would take a
Ilent-that this roaîd woup shorten the long tine te explain the matte. to the hon.
di1etance between Oxford, in the county of g ,entlrnan se that le would understand it;
Cumberland, ani New Glasgow, in the and I arn net anxious to tr-ouble the leuse
ceunty ef Pictou, forty miles. The cougn- foi that length cf tinie. As I said when I
try has been put te an expense of between ibegan, I eo net popose t say anything
two anti thre millions If dollars in the about this Bill; but I have been tempted
constiuction cf that roai, anti nfw it is into saying something as a sort cf courtesy
discovered that this road is cnly seven to the hon, gentleman oppouie ho, by
miles shoiter than the Inteicolonial fRail- the way, seered toe think that we should
way. The etfect of buildling the read is te vote this $3,300,O00O withouit the slightest
give a competing line cith the Inter- explanatien froin him as toe why we
colonial Raiiway, te take awtay business were going te vote it or what the merits
from the Goveinrents ewn line, to put cf any cf the shemes were which the
the ceuntiy te the cost cf keeping money was intended te subsidize.
up this line, and ail to shorten the
distance seven miles. If the Inter-j l1eN. MR. K AULBACII-My hon. friend
colonial ]IfL-ilway Lad been owncd by fsays the would not take up the time cf the
a company do youi suppose the cen- Huse in trying t explain te me which
pany would have donc such a f dolish railway in Nova Scotia he refered te
thing as that? Not at ail. If it was when he spt e of one being a cmpeting
desired te reach a port on the Staits of line jnto the Intercolonial Railway. Lt
Nerthlimbe rand the company wouwd have must be because my hon. frend oas afraid
built a branch te Pugwash or whatever te let us know the lino he referred to. If
port it whas desiled te reach: they would he had reference te the Livepool and
net have built a oune 40 or 50 miles in Shelburne Railway it certainly has n
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