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(b) make recoverable expenditures on behalf of any other department, branch or
agency of the Government of Canada or a province or any university, organization
or person in respect of its share of the cost of any logistics support or related
assistance. .

I have the same concerns as mentioned above about the
authority for grants but I would would like to ask some addition-
al questions.

First, is this Bill C-48 the appropriate place to authorize a
minister regarding contributing to the existence of Canada’s
sovereignty in the Arctic? If there is doubt regarding Canada’s
sovereignty in that region, it seems that a so—called housekeep-
ing bill on natural resources is at best an inappropriate place to
bolster such authority.

Second, in view of the tradition that natural resources north of
60 degrees latitude fall under the jurisdiction of the Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development, why is the Minister
of Natural Resources given this twin function of asserting
Canadian sovereignty in the Arctic and authorization to recover
costs from groups performing exploration or research, maybe
filming a movie or leading a tour group?

I look forward to hearing the government’s explanations for
what look to me to be shortcomings in a bill which otherwise
deserves the praise and support of the House.

Hon. Charles Caccia (Davenport): Mr. Speaker, in listening
to the hon. member’s intervention, I was wondering about his
thoughts on the future of Canada’s forests since he comes from
an area where the forests are so well managed and where an
experiment was carried out by the Vernon provincial district in
the marketing of lumber.
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As you know, Mr. Speaker, until 1985 the forestry department
was part of the Environment Canada department. It was put in
that department because it was felt that forestry seen from an
environmental perspective is managed with concems also for
wildlife, water and biodiversity considerations. That holistic
approach was valid then as it is today.

Would the hon. member favour a move whereby the depart-
ment of forests would again become part of Environment
Canada?

Mr. Stinson: No.

Mr. John Finlay (Oxford): Mr. Speaker, I would like to take
what little time is left to congratulate the minister on this bill. I
hardly think that it is merely housekeeping. By defining sustain-
able development in accordance with the Brundtland report and
by putting it into the part of the bill under the clause which says
“the minister shall”, it has given this principle of sustainable

development some validity. The other aspects of the minister’s
duties should be considered in light of that statement. I want to
refer to one or two of them. Subclause 6(c) states:

The minister shall participate in the development and application of codes and

standards for technical surveys and natural resources products and for the
management and use of natural resources.

Subclause (d) as we have noted and as my hon. colleague from
Davenport pointed out so well states:

Having regard to the integrated management and sustainable development of
Canada’s natural resources.

Subclause (c) says:

To seek to enhance the responsible development and use of Canada’s natural
resources.

It seems to me that it makes it pretty clear that the minister has

a twofold purpose and that they must be integrated. Further in
the bill we get to subclause 3(2):

The minister may enter into agreements with the government of any province or

withany person forforest protectionand management or forestutilizationand forthe
conduct of research related thereunto or for forestry publicity or education.

It seems to me that this allows the minister considerable
leeway in assisting all Canadians who desire to preserve or
enhance or continue our natural resources to be accommodated.

Personally, 24 years ago I entered into an agreement with the
province of Ontario, the Ministry of Natural Resources, under
its Woodland Improvement Act and established forest on my
property. It was a joint venture. I must say it is a pleasure to walk
through those trees now, 24 years later.

The minister is also empowered to collect and publish statis-
tics for the mineral explorations development and production of
the mining and metallurgical industries of Canada. The words
‘exploration and development’ have been added. I think that
suggests that the minister has some responsibility for not only
maintaining that industry but for maintaining it in a sustainable
way.
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With respect to some of the comments of my hon. colleague
opposite, I find in clause 6 that the minister must co—operate
with persons conducting applied and basic research programs
and investigations. I have had concerns for some time that much
of our research money tends to go to applied research and not
basic research. We need to pay some attention to basic research.

My colleague from Davenport talked about biodiversity, old
growth forests and some of these rather intangible and not fully
understood benefits of the conservation of our natural resources.
I notice that again in clause 6(b) the minister can keep under
review and consider recommendations with respect to trans-
portation, distribution, sale, purchase, exchange and with re-
spect to matters relating to the sources of these resources within




