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Econonile Conditions

Uncertainty. fcar, and apprehension prevail, and wc cannot
achieve solid economic development under those circum-
stances. For the first lime the minister of finance for the
province of Ontario is deploring the impact of the budget and
the energy policy. As reported in The Toronto Sun, Mr. Miller
sa id:

"The reduction. .. rom over a dollar t0 85 cents, vcry suddenly didn't have
haif as, great an impact on the econorn: as we thought tl tould .. Nou xerc
talkîng froin 83 cents, 10 80 cents, perhaps. 1 wctuld argue that that's flot going 10

have as great an impact.

Miller also repeaied Ontairto*s calli n t's Novemnber budget for fedieral
pairticipation in helpînig poor people pa> iteir heating bills.

He went on to say that it would be roughly $400 million
over a three-year period. This is the first lime the finance
minister of Ontario has registcred an element of protest
against federal policies which hc said he will have to go back
and discuss with his premier because he is concerned. That can
bc coupled with the province of Nova Scotia indicating that
thc debt will be piled on the provinces, so that the federal
government can gel rid of it. Also that can be coupled with the
moving out of the oil industry; the trend is there.

We are not the only ones who are complaining. One would
think. from listening to the hon. member for Ottawa Centre,
that members on this side of the I-buse are the only ones who
arc complaining. I-as he not read the press reports? Has he
not rcad the multitude of articles or the personal letters which
are critical of the government's behaviour and explato the
hurt? Has he not read the articlc which was entitled: "Policy
of Drift Coslly-, which reads in part as follows:

MacEachen and Bouey, are doîng nothing more than looktng for a scapegoat.
Canada dc' flot have to follow the J.Sý policv. Those in the governnment or it',
employ who say ne must track Aineriean înterest rates would ,îl'o then have to
admit thal Liberal econorntc. industrtal, tratde. ovnnership and ene:rgx policies oh'
the La',t do/en year', have allowed tii preducarnent to develop.

1 did not Write that, so members opposite should not say that
1 am the only critic. The article continues:

Bh tr',îng t0 support the dollar with high intere',t rates, the Bank of Canada
and t's sulent mentor. the goverfiment. t', supposed 10 be teeping imported
foodstutt', wiîhin the buytng power of' average Canaduans. lronieally. the high
interest ratîe poliey us simultaneously making tl harder for C anadian farmers to
produce donîe',tic foodstuffs.

1 have just one last sentence. The hon. member for Ottawa
Centre mentioned food and ils cost. In 1970 il probably cost
farmers between $10 and $16 in inîerest a year to grow an
acre of poîatoes. In 1980 the farmer who is now planning for
next year's crop is looking aI $200 per acre. Is that practical
food policy 10 the hon. member for Ottawa Centre'?

Some hon. Members: Shame!

Mr. McCain: 1 think that speaks for itself.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Bob Ogle (Saskatoon East): Mr. Speaker, as the night
wears on 1 am sure members are tired. and probably Canada is
tircd. but we are debating a very important malter. We arc
talking about something which is affecting us and will affect
more profoundly the life of every person in the country.

1 should like t0 bring 10 our discussion and debate îonight
some ideas which 1 do not îhink have been expressed.
Although we, as Canadians, are struggling wiîh an inflation
problem unlike the ones of the past. in relation 10 the world
scene the problemr faced by Canadians is a relatively easy one.
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As members from both sides of the House are speaking
tonight about the effects of inflation, the falling dollar and the
effecîs of unemployment, 1 would like 10 put on record that
even though our statistics are not good, and even îhoughi
Canadians, young and old, are suffering from these effects.
counîries which have not becn named arc going through a
much more critical problem. 1 would like Io put the names of a
few of those counîries on the record. These are counîries which
have potential but, because of the international cconomnic
situation. are cititet on the brink of bankruptcy or are bank-
rupt. These counîries are Argentina, Chile, Nicaragua. Zaire,
Upper Volta, Thailand, and many other countries around the
world. Most countries around the world have economies which
make ours look like a blessing.

In the House yesîerday there was tabled the report of the
North-South Committee Task Force, on which 1 had the
privilege 10 serve. It was the urianimous report brought in by
the memnbers of ail three parties in this Hosue. If, out there in
television land, there is anybody still awake, I would ask you 10
write your member of Parliament and obtain one of these
reports. At the same lime. ask if he or she has read il. If not,
suggest he or she reads il.

I believe sorte of the îhings contained in this report have a
great deal t0 do with what is happening in our country îoday.
If, in îrying to face the problems of our country, we do not put
mbt the equation a fact which has not really been mentioncd
here tonight. then we will not comne 10 a solution of the
problem. The United States has been blamed for our high
inflation and high inîcrest rates. I believe that the countries
whieh make up the rich sector in the world, in the north, have
arrived aI a lime in history at whieh îhey have been calling the
signaIs of the economie world balîgame and they can no longer
do that unless they seriously take mbt account what is happen-
ing in the rest of the world.

I would like 10 take a moment 10 read into the record a part
of the introduction to this report of the North-South Task
Force. I hope it will lay 10 rest many of the myths which 1
think have been associaîed with the rich counîries, in the
minds of many people in the north. In the report we have
written:

A Decade of Change
The ',tarting point is the altertng of images. C hange often occur', faster titan

our ability 10 recogni7e il; North-South relation', are no exception. We ,tat vith
.în imatge of a worhd dîvided between a potterful North ,and al weak and
dependent South. Thi', image t', badly out of date.

There have been great changes, in the past ten 'cars. The mtîîî dramatic

exattîple îs the ernergence of OPE(, th1e Organi,,tuon tof Petroleutti F'xporting

Countries. Suddenly, nîthout warnung, the natioîns and the peoples of' the North
have been conifronted wîth a ftet of lîfe long famîliar 10 the South: dependencyv
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