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Slaughter of Cal ces

Mr. Marchand <Karnloops-Cariboo): Liberals don't
cause droughts.

An hon. Memnber: Thank God; they cause too many
other things.

Mr. Knowles (Winnipeg North Centre): They are al
wet.

Mr. Marchand (Kamiloops-Cariboo): Those socialists
out there in British Columbia are causing other problems,
and the people know what to do about that, at least in my
riding.

There was a hay shortage last sumrmer in British
Columbia and many of the ranchers had to haul in hay
over great distances. Many of the ranchers had a lot of
outstanding bis, but as a resuit of a good market last year
some of them were able to gel out of the hole. Some were
able t0 grow crops, but many ranchers on dry land had to
haul hay from as far away as Manitoba, and even from the
United States, at over $100 a ton.

An hon. Mernber: That's free enterprise.

Mr. Marchand (Kamnloops-Carihoo): The socialist gev-
cromont in British Columbia didn't do a doggone thing for
the ranchers of that province.

Sorne hon. Mernbers: Oh, oh!

Mr. Marchand (Karnoops-Cariboo>: Just let me finish
the fcw remarks I have te make on behaif of those people I
represent, and I wîll look after the socialists in the next
election.

Many of the small ranchers in British Columbia had a
double bit of bad iuck. They hoped te be able to gel eut of
that situation last year because of geod markets,' but thîs
year as a resuit of varieus things, încludîng the uncertain
market, not only in Canada but in the United States, they
were unable te, do so. 1 suggest that the prîce and wage
control program in the United States was one of the
biggest factors contrîbuting te the dîffîculties facing the
beef industry.

An hon. Member: Who told you that?

Mr. Marchand <Kamnloops-Cariboo): 1 can gîve you ail
kînds of proof for the statement that the price and wage
pregram of the United States caused dîffîculty in the beef
industry. 1 arn sure the cattlemen were happy that the
people did net elect those over on that side who advocated
a prîce and wage control poiicy during the last election
campaîgn. That is certainly the case in respect of the
ranchers in my part cf the country. They are ameng the
last who advocate free entorprîse, and they are pretty
great guys.

I must agree with a couple of things said by the spokes-
man for the NDP. He expressedi concern over the fact that
these 600 calves were slaughtered and buriýýd. No one in
hîs right mind likos te see a situation such as we had in
northern Quebec in respect of these calvos. No one lîkes te
sec food wasted. In my opinion that was an irresponsible
act on the part cf those people. Lt should net have occurrcd
coder any circumstances. I do net wish always te be

[Mr. Marchand (Karnloops- Cari bon).

referrîng te my celleague frem Medicine Hat (Mr. Har-
grave), but 1 agrec with those sentiments ho expressed.
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One can imagine the frustrations cf those people
because of the amount cf meney they must spend in erder
te feed their calves. In talkîng te thcm one hears that il
can cest up te 60 cents a pound te finish a peunid cf beet.
That is a pretty reugh situation. I dc ncî believe even the
Social Credit eccnomics ceuld work that cut, Mr. Speaker.
There is just ne way te survive in a situaticn like that.

Mr. Caouette <Témiscarningue): Give meney te th.
consumer and that wîil fîx the whole thîng.

An hon. Mernber: That solves that preblem-nexi. ene.

Mr. Knowles (Winnipeg North Centre): I meve we
adjeurn.

Mr. Marchand (Karmloops -Cariboo): I realîze there are
varying peints cf vîew about what shouid be done in this
situation. There are ne easy answers. 1 have a mixcd vie,.\
about thîs situation.

When tùhe President of the Canadian Cattiemen's Asso-
ciation was in my rîdîng we wcre tcid the peint cf view of
that association was that the cattiemen sheuld he [cf'
alone, that they are survîving. I do net fully subseribe te
that view. That vîew might be ail rîght fer the big rancher.
He can survive. He cao ride it thrcugh.

Hcwever, there are many smalier preducers. these who
mîght have 200 or 300) head et cattle. They have becn pi eat
centributers te the caIlle îndustry and te the food suppix
cf the ceuntry ever the years. Thcy have a verv dîllieul'i
lime. 1 think something must be donc fer thcm. As a
matter of fact in discussions with the Mînister oif Agricul-
ture (Mr. Wheian) I have askcd that he intreduce a pro-
gram. I thîok il is incumbont on hîm te intreduce a
prcgram. 1 realîze that it is rather dîfficult for hirn to cie
something at this time when many provinces such as
Qucbec, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta have irître-
duccd their ewn programs.

1 sheuid lîke te suggest two er Ihrce thîngs xwhich imight
ho donc. There is a need fer ready cash. Many ranchers in
British Columhia have siîggested that perhaps there
shculd be outright grants. I de net like eutright pi ants I
do think, hewever, Ihere is a gcod casc te be made fer
întcrcst-froc boans simîlar tc these available coder the
pregrams offered in Saskatchcwan, Alberta and Maniteba.
Quebec probably has the best pregramn of ail. Yet we hear
about geveroment becoming tee much involved in seme cf
thcsc thîngs.

I think therc is a real oppertenity here fer the catîlemen
te start culing a lot of their eider cattle. They sheuid seli
many cf the old cews. Perhaps semne ranchers have been
saving them se that they would have mcre calves in the
eveot that thc prîce shouid increase. Thero nover has been
a botter lime te cuil some of the old crotchety eows.

1 aise believe there must ho a greater offert made te soul
more beef. A program has boon întroduced by the British
Columbia cattiemen which I think wîll ho useful. They
would like te, eut eut many ef the m .'dle people. They
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