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Criminal Records

been granted a pardon under the law under the continuai
cloud of having that pardon taken away. It provides that if
there is evidence estabiishing to the satisfaction of the
governor in council that the person to whom the pardon
was granted is no longer of good conduct, or is guilty of
some other particular misdemeanour, then the pardon that
society has seen fit to grant to that person may be taken
away.

This bill does away with a bad philosopby. Surely if
people are appointed by government to decide on a matter
of pardon and that pardon is granted, then the right
shouid not be revoked by law and the pardon removed. I
think that the fact that this bill moves against such a
provision is excellent and it should be considered serious-
ly. We should ail be iooking, as the hon. member for
Simcoe North (Mr. Rynard) has done, at our legai system
and system of penology to see whether it can be improved,
having regard for the interest and protection of society.

I believe that this bill, which has been advanced for a
long time by the hon. member for Simcoe North, is one
that wiii achieve this purpose. In the course of our investi-
gation of it we should look at a few other statutes, such as
the Juvenile Delinquents Act. This is a very important
statute. We should ensure that those persons who because
they are young, are deserving of a second chance should be
treated in such a way as to show them that they are
entering into adulthood and shouid look forward te aduit-
hood in a reasonably responsive and concerned seciety.

I believe that the bill put forward by the hon. member
for Simcoe North is a stepping atone in reaching that
concern in our society, and we shouid support it. I urge the
House to let this bill go to committee. Because I feel very
strongiy on this subject I intend to sit dewn in the hope
that someone wiii cail it f ive e'ciock.

Mr. S. Victor Railton (Welland): Mr. Speaker, I too arn
greatiy impressed by the remarks of the hon. member for
Simcoe North (Mr. Rynard) and of ail other speakers. 1
think everyone has a great deai of sympathy and compas-
sion for those who are caught up in the couls of the iaw,
sometimes because of thoughticssness, ignorance or exu-
berance, and who can neyer wipe their record clean. That
is the main point which I arn sure most concerned the
sponsor of the bill, aithough rnany other things werc
menttoned relating to parole in generai.

I do net support completeiy the hon. member for Tirnis-
kaming (Mr. Peters), who expressed a strong and acerbic
condemnation of the chairman of the Parole Board and of
the Parole Board itscif. I think they are doing an excellent
job with our iaws in view of the problems of modemn
population. People have a tendency to disregard iaws more
than they ever did, and they have a tendcncy te be more
violent in their reactions. I think that the work of the
Parole Board is most onereus.

The background of the bill before us goes back a long
way. I could tell you a great deai about what social
workers have been concerned about and wbat they have
been urging. I wouid like to quote a typical newvspaper
ciipping which appeared in July of hast year and which
reads.

Under new amendrnents te the Crirninal Code, three teenagers
who pleaded guilty te miner drug charges in a Terento court
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yesterday were given conditional discharges, which means they
will have ne court records previding they f ulf ili the conditions ef
their probation.

In other words, we are working teward the goal which
the hon. member for Simcoe North has suggested.

Aiso, we had a social wnrker hefore a committee of the
house, Mr. Kirkpatrick, wbo said that the present act dees
net go far enough in clearing a persen's criminal record
when pardon is granted. He was referring te people in
generai, net just te yeung people. A person who bas been
pardoned sheuid be considered neyer te have been con-
victed of a crime, he said. We should listen te these social
workers because they are cieser te offenders than most of
us are.

A rather intercsting comment was made in the May 17,
1972 issue of the Globe and Mail abeut the situation in
British Columbia. Lt refers te a Vanceuver presecuter-it
is different frem what we have in the east; they have a
city presecutor whe looks after young people whe have
committed misdemeanours-who said:

One thing I hate te see is young people gettlng involved in
semething that wiIl have a serieus effect on their lives for years.

Lots of these young people don't know what they are gettîng
into and a crîmninal record could mark them for years. It could
keep them from goîng te the States for a job or for postgraduate
studies, frorn getting honded or frorn a job, perîod.

What he did was te get them before him and scare the
living heul out of them, and 80 per cent of them never came
back.

I thînk that is prebabiy the way in which we should
appreach this matter. A few ycars age, when I was about
13, 1 committed a misdemeanour on Haliewe'en and I had
te appear before a magistrate. However, that is net on my
record. 0f course, he gave us a stern admonition, and net
in court but in his own living room. I neyer did let my
father, who was the local parsen, know. I do not know how
I kept it frorn him, but I have neyer done any wreng since.

Mr. Knowles (Winnipeg North Centre): Are you sure
he did net know?

Mr. Railton: That was the best thing that ceuld have
happened te me. When it cernes te other ages, hewever, the
prebiem is much broader: what should we do with people
whe are pardened and paroled, how long should thonr
sentences be, what type of investigation should be carried
out? Ahi these matters are complex, and they sheuld be se
because of the very fact that ail humari beiîigs are~ differ-
cnt and their reactions, beth te the cnvironment and te
each ether, are different in every case. Se naturally the
law dees net fit peeple individualhy.

This is why we need such understanding people as were
mcntiened by the hon. member for Grenv ihIe- Carleton

(Mr. Baker) te look after the pareiing of offenders, te
make sure that this is donc quietly, as the hon. member fer
Timiskarning mentiened, and that the knowiedge ef this
indiscretien is net sprcad areund.

* (1650)

There are many ether issues, as I have mcntioned. For
excarple, at what age should a child who commits an
offence, be tried in court? Should ail children be tried in
juvenile court? Under the Scandinavian system a child
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