
MARCH 9, 1948 2049
Excise Tax Act Amendment

had it suited the political purposes of this
government to dissolve parliament without
notice at any time since Navember 17? nhis
tax would have been in effect. This robbery
would have been going on.

Mr. MARTIN: This goveriment would
have been returned.

Mr. FLEMINýG: Parlmament wouid have
had no opportunity of dealing witli it, because
this government would have dispensed with
parliament. Dhd I hear the Mi.nister of
National Heaith and Welfare say something?

Mr. MARTIN: We would have been
rc-elected.

Mr. FLEMING:- If the Minister of National
Health and Weifare has learned so to despise
the intelligence of the Canadian people that
lie can believe the Canadian people wouid
ie-elect a government which lias trampled the
constitutional riglits of Canadien citizens into
the eartli, then I say to him that he ouglit to
be asliamed of himself for making a statement
like that in the bouse. For my part, I prefer
to believe that the Canadian people are
blessed with intelligence, and have determined
to sec that their rightfui freedoms and con-
stitutionai riglits shall fot be stoien from
thein by a government that has ceased to be
responsibie to the people.

An hon. MEMBER: Louder.

Mr. MARTIN: Have you seen the latest
Gallup poli?

Mr. FLEMING: I have only ta say to my
quibbiing friends opposite that I would recail
the example of one Chiarles I and others,
people who indulged in the great quips they
thouglit were so good in their palmy days. 1
say in ail seriousness to the Minister of
Finance or any others such as the Minister
of National Healtli and Weifare who lias just
corne to the rescue of his coileague-

Mr. ABBOTT: Thank you.

Mr. FLEMING :-tliat one of these days,
as we survey the poiiticai remains of these
ministers, we shaîl be saying, "Alas! poor
Yorick; where be his quiddities now?"

Yes, Mr. Cliairman, the Minister of Finance
thought ta make a virtue tonight out of the
fact that when lie made lis radio speech
pariament liad received notice that it was
heing summoned ta meet. Apparentiy the
issuance of the proclamation by the goverfi-
ment calling parliament ta assemble, sa far as
this government is concerned when it suite
its purposes, is treated as just the same as
parliament being ini session. Well, a pro-

clamation of the kind that was issued at the
end of October iast cailing parliament ta meet
on December 5 is not immutable. These pro-
clamations are frequently issued and witli-
drawn. It would have been compietely within
the constitutional powers of the government,
ta withdraw the proclamation summoning
parliament to meet. Tliey could have done
that simpiy. It lins been done before. Where
wouid we have been then, Mr. Chairms.n?

Wliere would have been the virtue that the
Minister of Finance sees in liaving made his
radio announcement a few days after a pro-
clamation had been issued summoning parlia-
ment; because that proclamation lad no effeet
as binding the government ta proceed to meet
parliament on December 6?

I have indicated wliat the passing of the
resolution and the passing of the bill ta follow
wili mean, in terme of condonation of the
most grievous assault. upon the constitutionai
rights of Canadiains that lias been deiivered at
any time ini our history. Go back ta the days
before responsible government, wlien people
wlio called themseives Liberals in those days
were figliting the battle for responsilile govern-
ment in Canada, and yau will flot find any-
thing in the actions of the governors in thase
days wlio did not consider themselves respon-
sible to tlie legislature, to compare even faintly
witli tlie studied disregard of the riglits of
parliament that this goverciment lias sliown
so contemptuously ahl the way tlirough this
piece.

Mr. MARTIN: Louder.

Mr. FLEMING: I would speak louder if I
liad any hope at ail that words of wisdom
would penetrate the skulls of some lion.
gentlemen on tlie opposite side.

The lion. member for Vancouver-Burrard
toniglit sounded a word of warning ta ail lion.
members aq ta the effect that will follow the
creation of a precedent in this matter. If this
parliament condones wliat lias been done liere
-for condonation it certainiy will be if pariia-
ment passes this resolution and the bill ta
foliaw-you ýare simpiy opening up the flood-
gates to more assaults upan tlie constitutional
riglits of men and women in Canada at the
liands of this oligarchicai institution yonder
that calis itseif a government.

Is there not ane private member sitting to
your riglit, Mr. Cliairman, who lias a littie
ieft of his asserted devotion to the principles
of liberalismn, wlio lias a fragment of appre-
ciation left of tlie importance of these great
contitutional safeguards, who will rise in bis
place and speak on this question? I chal-
lenge any private memnber an tlie government


