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member for Vancouver South, as a critic on
behaîf of the opposition, is doing a fairly
good job, but lie bas a different role from
that of bion. members who are supporters of
the government, and I believe that hie could
do it effectîvely without casting any aspersion
on aur efforts. I arn constantly hringing ta
the attention of the proper authorities the
importance of the defence of Nova Scotia.
I realize that for this purpose and for other
phases of aur war effort we niust have stability
of goveroiment, and tlîank God. we bave it
better than in any other country 1 know of;
also we must have coordination of effort and
planning. If everyone who carnes ta this
bouse were ta put forward and exophasize
bis ideas as those whichi should be adopted
for defence and for the conduet of this war,
we should nierely have confusion. Sa fan as
the defances of Nova Scotia are cancernied,
I. living on the caast. arn naturally interested.
1 believe tliere mnust bc a very comprebiensive
effort. W'bile some places are defonded, there
is always a hack door, ai the back door
is the door wliich lias been left open iin rnost
cases dîîring this war. Sa far as Nava Scotia
is concernced, thîe strong places are only as
strong as thîe weakest places, and aur clefences
must 1)0 consideicd frorn the viewpainit of
that part of this country wliich jîîts ount inta
thîe Atlantic, but we înust plan witlî a degree
of secrccy. It wolild ha terrible if %ve liad an
invasion af aur Atlantic caast and you in
Ottawa lîad ta send hombers ta baînb lis who
were for a tirne in the contraI of a foreîgn
power. We tlîink that. notwitbstanding the
world-widc effort wbichl e sbould do everv-
tlîing ta support, the defence of the ea4cern
coast of this country is a first (luty of aur
army and aur navy.

Few know Nova Scotia better than the
nuinister. During the Easter recess hie went
ta, the Pacifie coast and flew ta tbe Atlantic
coast. I arn sure that bie bas this situation
in band in a way whicb will bring confidence
ta the people of aur province. Sa fair as the
navy is concerned, 1 bave bad conferences
with rny fislhermen, and witb the admiraI in
Nova Scotia, birnself a Nova Scotian and a
fine sailon, and 1 knaw that many tbings are
being donc, and others being cbanged, in the
înterests of coordination and efficiency. The
defence effort is gnowing and will get better
as tirne goes on. Tbe air force, toa, is doing
a splendid job. If You get up quite early in
the inarning you will bear tbeni in the air,
and if you stay Up late at nigbt you will
bear tli still flying overhead. Sa that,
wbile the baon. member for Vancouver South,
representing the opposition, will naturally
look for vulnerable parts of aur defence, we
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wvho are wvorking in conjuniction with the
minister and corne to him with our problems
and tell hirn what we need and what we
expeet, cannot stand for anybody saying that
,we bave nlot the gumption to bring beforc
the goverilment matters which we believe are
in the interest of the province.

Mr. HANSON-, (York-Sunbury): Why do
yo,i not, corne out in the open and say it?

Mr. CHURCH: I always enjoy reading in
Ilansýard tlie rernarks of the hion. member
for Queens-Lunenburg who lias just spoken.

Tbrce iiinisters have stated here this session
that, thc question of farmers' exemptions is
for another department, that boards have
becn set up, and that it is somewhat a
mnatter of policy and of construction of the
l:ïw passed. With ail file respect rnay I
rernind the comînittee that the enemy is
near our doors, and it is necessary to get men
inita the reserve arrny and into the army
ovcnsas. Yet count up ail the exemptions

and îstneetswhich now exist under

the law.

'%r. FLEMING: There are no exemptions.

Mr. CHURCUI: Whien youi allow for the
f:îrrns, the munition plants, ind the reserve
armiy, you have very few of the population
h Lft, because there are exemptions yet, for
the active arrny for-mations and for reinforce-
monts overseas.

Before the resolution is adoptcd, there are
orle or two inatters I shoul like to mention.
If the minister is not able to clarify them
to-day lie rnay be able to do so to-morrow
or in a day or two.

First, we have had a great many state-

rncents made by the chairmen of the defence
board, hoth in Canada and in the United
States, and speeches at banquets and over
the radio. 1 will not dwell on this matter
for more than a couple of minutes, for I
think the riinister bas been very patient and
haas given a great deal of information, whieb
lie country w'ill appreciate. But let me ask
vLîat is iie joint policy on the nortb Ameni-
ean continenrt in the case of Canada in the
vent of a surprise invasion? Here we bave

ajoint defence board. Tecarnno
botli sections hiave, for aver a year, been
oîaking a great rnany speeccles-far too many

pelisfor the good of defence. Their
woYk lias been largely board and not mîicb
defcnce in sight yet. The two cardinal prin-
ciples of this country's rnilitary policy and of
this resolution are homne defence and ta
profect Canada's neutrality in case our ally
ncxt-door is attacked by a foreign power,
namely Japan. Could the minister clarifv


