
'S COMME 1ONS
The. Adîlrcss 11r. Thorson

responsibil itics. I had a feeling of personal
pride in the course that we took; for I had
urged in ths hieuse, in the face of consider-
able opposition, that Canada inust exercise
frecdomi of choice in the suprerne issue of
peare or war and I was confident that she
coUld alwavs be trusted to face eacb issue as
it arose in thec interests of the Canadian
people. 1 îvas not disappeinted ie that faitlî.

1 a1rn supremeIy confident that after this
%v'ar is oser tlere will be a great surge of
truly Canadian sentiment in this country, and
that flhe projlîecy of Sir Wilfrid Laurier
that titis century belongs to Canada will
eltiniately be fulfilled. arn jealous of the
hionour of Canada as a nation. When this
war is over 1 svould not want anyone to be
able to say that Canada had entered the war
as a nation but had failed in bier national
duty; that sIte had promnised hier utmost aid
to Great Britain but had failed to give it.
There must be no blemisli upon otîr national
honour. If is our solemn and sacred national
duîy to carry out the pledge contained in
the speech froin flhe throne. Therefore, as a
Canadian, d'evoutly proud of my country, I
pledge my uîrnost support toward a maxi-
mium Canadian war effort in aid of Great
Britain in hier heroic and magnificent struggle
for the cauîse of civilization.

Mr. GEORGE S. WHITE (Hastings-
Peterborough) : Mr. Speaker, since the last
time 1 appeared in this bouse 1 have been
serving as adjutant of the second battalion
of the Hastings and Prince Edward regiment,
having enlisted on June 29. Notwithstanding
what lias been said to the contrary, I did not
receive my commission from this government.
1 received my commission in August, 1930,
and since that date I have been activelv con-
nected with the Hastings and Prince Fdward
regiment. 1 have held my present rank for
over five years and was adjutant of the
battalion long before the war. 1 trust hion.
mnembers will pardon me for making these
personal remarks, but I do so in order that
no one in this bouse will think I bave received
one of these lightning promotions of wbicb
wse hear from timie to time.

At the time of the formation of our bat-
talion there were tsvo officers at beadquarters
-the colonel and myself. Since July 1, I
have seen oui- unit expand until at the present
time there are over 900 aIl ranks, witbout
taliii, into account those wbo have recently
been attached te the unit on paper only frorn
the training centres. Duiring this period I
bave observed many things first-hand of
w'bich the public are entirely ignorant or in
cunnectiun with whicb they have been mis-
informed. 1 should like te assure the Min-
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ister of National Defence (Mr. Ralston) that
while sorne of my remarlîs may be critical, I
offer them in the me4t friendly manner as
constructive criticism. I also hope te bc able
teofeler to him and the gýovernment some
suggestions~ w~hich iay tend te overcome many
of the objectionable tbings which are now
inflicted upon oui, military forces.

I bail loeked forward svith mucb inteî'est
te tbe îiddrücs~ of the Prime Minisfer (Mr.
Mackenzie King) wlieh lie (lelis ered yestcr-
day because 1 had hoped to teram more of our
wai' airns. but 1 seas disappointeil. As a
review of historical events, both ancient aud
modern, bis speech svas splendid. but that is
eut w bat the people of Canada are îlemand-
ing to day. The people want to ho told in
plain. simpIe langiiqge tlie military objectives
(if this gos ern-nent. Tlîoy want tu knusv h)'

wbtplans the goveminrnien t ailes te arrive at
lie ýe objectives.* The finie bias long pa'..ed

for flosvery 'adjectives and fervent stait(,ernn
tif îeo aIlv. Stiiely it eau Ite taken for granted
tliat c verv lien. uic ier is a le val Britkhl

~île'.If '.hoiild eut be nct'es.':r v for tliem
te try te ouldo eaili otlier in allegations cf
extremne IOya'lî.v. Let tht' actions cf hiou.
ii einhers st'eak fer tcrs]''.Tlie people
of tiii dominion are quit e able te j titge
ws ictImer or eut tliis gos ernineet is deuig ail
tîtat it slîoîld in lthe prc.ciition of iflie svar.

Let tlîis gos ernmr'nt gise the puici the
truc farts cf ouir sar effort wsitlîeîît tiis eu-
tintial svindow-tlressing. The Pi ine Minist er
is a lawyer, but hoe bad a s'ery poor case to
preset in bis speech yesterday. Like a
skilful tasvyer addressing a jury', hie skateil
round bis stibjeet very careftilly. Ho used
cloquent language and made obsciire rýe'c r-
ences te the real points cf ilie case. He
cî'îticized flie leader of the opp1 osition (Mr.
Hansen) at sorne tengtli for bis tise cf tlic
%vords "kLilt" and ''suotie''. Yet tlic Prime
Minister in referring te tlic mnanufature of
planes iu Canada stated that the ouîtput had
been incac d two or tlîree hundred per
cent. This sounds uîars'ellecîs. but boss rnuch
better it woîild have been if tlie Prime Minis-
ter bad said that in July or Atigtist cf this
year tlie Output of planes svas tsso, four or
five planes, or wshates'er the correct figurîe is,
and then moade the cemparison with tlic
outpuit in September or October of tItis year.

The Prime Minister paid a tribute te tlie
non-permanent units, but he failed te gise
auy oulline of the future of these inits. The
rtumeur persists at tlic present time that these
units are to ho demobitized. Their training
period will ho ended titis montb. He aise


