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to those whom the people have unequivocally
chosen as their leaders during this trying
period of our national life?

Consequently, let us now forget any dis-
agreements which may have arisen between
us during the last campaign. Let us not
burden with personal considerations the solu-
tion of our national problems.

This country has entered the war of its own
volition, as a free nation. It has done so,
not under the orders of a foreign power nor
by act of a foreign government, but by an
Act of its own Parliament freely voting to
participate in the European conflict. The
people have recently approved this stand of
the Canadian Government, in circumstances
with which you are all familiar.

Is it not thus imperative that all cooperate
in the effort already launched? Is it not neces-
sary that the unity so achieved be made
evident in all fields of endeavour, in order
to advance efficiently the work accomplished
since Canada is too great and beautiful a
country for us to allow her to be divided
by misunderstanding at a time when we should
be strongly united. A nation is a living or-
ganism whose functions are all interdependent,
and anyone attempting to destroy this solidar-
ity at a time when it is vitally important
would be guilty of treason.

The work begun must be efficiently pursued
and the unity achieved at the outbreak of war
maintained. It follows that we must devote
all our energy to the attainment of these
ends, failing which all our efforts would, to
my mind, be wasted. These two aims are in-
separably bound together. The achievement
of the first is predicated on the existence of
the second.

In order to achieve this first aim, I believe
it imperative for the government to pursue
the policy established at the outbreak of war,
and since then applied with energy and deter-
mination.

This policy has taken into account the most
effective ways of exerting Canada’s war effort
and assisting our allies.

May I be permitted especially to praise
the part played by our country in the draft-
ing and development of the great Common-
wealth air training scheme? Recent events
have made clear the vital importance of a
powerful air force, and Canada’s efforts in this
field should prove a decisive factor in settling
the issue of the present conflict.

I would also like to congratulate the govern-
ment for having taken all the measures neces-
sary to safeguard and maintain our financial
and economic position.

QOur efforts in the allied cause shall prove
valuable only insofar as we remain a strong
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nation, economically as well as morally. The
presence of a bankrupt country in the allied
ranks would be a liability rather than an asset
to the cause we are pledged to defend.

Moreover, the government will have to
adopt measures designed to prevent, as much
as possible, any rupture of balance in the nor-
mal life of this nation resulting from the war.
Legislation has already been passed in order
to curb any profiteering such as the Canadian
consumer experienced between 1914-18. To the
same end, the government has eliminated all
political patronage in the administration of
the Department of National Defence. Through
the Bank of Canada, the country’s credit has
been stabilized. Other measures will un-
doubtedly have to be adopted as we go along
to cope with future problems. The effective
pursuit of the war will inevitably call for
sacrifices on the part of the Canadian people
who will be subjected to all manner of res-
trictions, but such sacrifices in a common
cause are a pledge of unity, and we have the
right to expect that the Canadian nation will
emerge from this war stronger and more
united than ever.

That second aim, the preservation of Can-
adian unity, we must achieve and maintain,
if we want to safeguard the future of our
country. Canada must remain united. We
are at war of our own free will. Canada’s
war effort is voluntary and must remain vol-
untary. Suggestions to the contrary coming
from scattered quarters would lead to catas-
trophe.

Canada is fighting in defence of internation-
al decency, inviolability of treaties and respect
for sacred pledges. Our people would never
allow our public men to break with impunity
the solemn undertakings given to the nation.

Nothing should be done, no word should
be uttered that could in any way destroy
national unity.

God forbid, Mr. Speaker, that we repeat the
mistakes of the last war. Let us so apply our
effort that we may, once the hostilities are
over, carry on as a homogeneous nation.

Let us not forget that we are Canadians
first and that it is our duty to think and act
as Canadians. In this connection, may I be
permitted to pay tribute to the memory of
one whose death has deeply grieved the whole
Canadian nation: Lord Tweedsmuir. Although
he had spent only a few years with us, he had
learned to understand and love our people,
and for a great many his record in Canada
could serve as an object-lesson in true patriot-
ism. Lord Tweedsmuir once said that a
Canadian’s first loyalty should be to Canada.
It is my conviction that this principle should



