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fui investigration hie was satisfied that the
system was as good as it couid possibly be
in the interests of the boyB themselves,
bearing in mind that ail the younger boys
leave et half-pat fine.

Mr. McfMASTER: What je the maximum
age?

Mr. SPEAKER: Sixteen years. Perhaps
it might be worth while to point out to
hion, gentlemen that these boys have an
excellent epportunity to grow up i.n the
public eervice, and, indeed, many of theni
have reached the highest positions in the
service. One oif the highest officiais of this
House, a gentleman very much respected
byail the members as rweli as by his bTother
officers, startcd as a page (boy; I re<fer to
the Acting Deputy Serjeant-atAýrms.
Another gentleman aithough comparatively
young iis to-day in receipt of a salary of
$25,000 a year frem a large industriel cor-
poration, and he started as a page boy.
The Minister of Justice informs mpe that
anoVther of our former page boys ie new a
bishop. It might rperhaps be better to
change Vhe system, and Vo engage, men of
mnature years. I rnay say quite frankiy
that while the boys on 'the whole behave
themselvee remarkably well, sýtili th*ey are
young and have the characteristics of youth,
and it is noV alvays easy for tihe officiais
ocd the House to get the very best service
f rom 'them. But after ail this jes pureli a
question oif policy for the House to deter-
mine, and se far as I arn concerned 1 shahl
be only too happy te carry into effect any
change fwhich the Houe in its wisdom rnay
deem Vo bo desirabie.

Mr. .MoMAjSTER: Mr. Chairmnan, I do
flot went te take the ground that we should
net employ page 'boye; rwhat I waût is to
give them a chanS e V go, Vo bed eariier.

Mr. ROBB: What about the girls in the
galleryP

Mr. MoMASTER: They are there by
'choie, and thsy are rewarded iby iistening
to the eloquence of the hion. memiber for
Huntingdon and other lion. gentlemen.
I would draw the Seýraksr's attention te the
feot that Vhe argument that thie ha a ime-
ho'noured inetitiution le noV a very strong
one, becauee 50 or 60 years ago -the public
iooked upon child ]je-bour with a far more
indulgent eye than it ie regardsd to-day.
I arn very glad teo iearn that the Inspecter
cd Sehools. ie satiefied, that -the boys' edu-
cation dos not suifer through. the service
which, t>hey render to tliis RouBe, -and 1
can quite understand that for a bright lad

work in this IHouse may have -a very con-
sidera<ble educationai v~alue. But the point
I iwas endeavouring Vo enake is oe 'which
I think wiil recoiumend itself Vo every
hien. member,-that these 'boys ocd 12, 13, 14
and 15 year ol age ehouid be in their bode
by ten o'ciook at night. IV la Vse 'the
younger boys get away at haif-paet nine,
which je quite proper, but very often a boy
of 15, large perhaps for hie age, requires
just -as nuch sleep as a boy of 12 or 13.
1I know the gight of these boys here laVe
et night struck me a improper rwhen I
first became a inember of this House. But
we, geV used Vo %lhese ithinge and alter a
time tihey cease te have any effect upon us

-"efluet condole, then pity, then em-
brace." But I think Vhe ground I take
is sound, and that most meiers of this
House, if these little fellowa rwere their
own sons, would noV iwish Vo see Vhem out
o! their beds alter Ven o',ciock et night.

Mr. SPEAKER: There Is one way of Iind-
ing out *.whetlher our syutem. can bo im-
proved, and I intend to instruct the Scr-
jeant-at-Arme Vo have' al Vhe page boys
retire et ten o'clock each night until such
time as Vthe arrangement dos noV work
eatisfactorily te hon. memibers.

Resolution reported as amended, and
read the first ties.

On motion of Right Hon. Mr. Doherty
for Vhs second reading:

Mr. MACKENZIE KI7NG: Before the
motion is put, rMr. Speaker, I should like
Vo point out 'that lest night the right hon.
the Prime Minister made no reference
whatever Vo the subject-under consideration
in steting Vhe order of business <for to-day.
I do noV rwish te in any way deiay con-
currence,lbut if there he some lhon. member
noV now present whe mighV w1h Vo ask
questions on the resoluition .1 tbink hie
tihouid not be denied that privilege.

Mr. SPEAKE~R: He wouid ha abîs Vo do
s0 on the Estimates.

Motion agreed Vo and -resolution reed Vhs
second tine.

CANADA SHIPPING ACT (Sïck and
Distreised Marinera) AMENDMENT.

On motion of Hon. -N. W. Rowell that Bill
No. 127 te am-end the Canadia Shi!pping Act
<Sick and Distressed Marinere) 'be read a
second time:

Mr. H. H1. STEVENS (Vancouver Centre):
Mr. Speaker, lE regret te egein hae, to
bring Vo the attention of Vhs mniîter in


