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ot of Note From Cznedian Zmboesv to State Dencrtment, October 23, 1673

oF S=ate and hus the honour to refer its Notes MNo. 313 of October 19,1971
~a No. 35 of Jawmary 25,1973, concerning the effect on water quality in
the Souris Niver of the proposed Gorrison Diversion Project in the Stat
of liorth Dlwotc.,

The Ccnadian Exbassy prescnts its compliments to the Departnent

The Frhassy reaffims that the Govermient of Canada contirmes
to he gravely concerned that return flows from the irrigation of lexd in
the Souric Loop a~d areas zdjacent to tributaries of the Red River will
cicnificontly ond seriously degrade water quality in these two Rivers.
7o Gaverament of Conada hos corcluded that based on studies condueted on
1otn comtzies the proposz2l would run counter to the obligations cssumed
%~ the Urited Stctes under Article IV of the Boundery Waters Trecty of
1909 thot:

v .wcters herein defired zo boundery woters and waters
flowing across the boundery shzll not be polluted on either side
to the injury of hezlth or property on the other."

Studies have been undertaker in Canadn that indiecte that
corrmmities, such as Souris and Fortege la Prairie, would be required
cithe= o seel: clternctive sources of water supply or underteke additionzl
t-catment of present water supplies drawn from the Souris end Assiniboine
Rivers. The cttaclhrents to this Note contain more detziled explenctiors
of the injury to property resulting fion transboundsry nollution likel:
to be incu-red by these two Cancdim rmnicipalities. The Deportment ct
Stote will u~derstand thot the property damage values listed cre indicative
end mindrrm volues ond do rot represent other injury to health or propezty
tact michs be incurred. Such other injury by way of excmple would include:
the unmitehility of the Scuris returm flous for irrigotion purposes, od
fo= m=ous industrial uses including foed processing; and adverse effects
that n~; accruc to other dewnstrecn intercsts on hoth rivers from the
Bou~dsmy to Loke Uirmipeg, In shor®, options oreilchle to Cancde for
the uso of the flous of these Rivers vill be severely lirdted by the
Gorrigor Divrersion,

~he Goverywnt of Cencde is zlso mindful that on July 13, 1972
she Cenediom inister of Enviromment azd the Chairman of the United States
Presideat's Council oa Enviromentcl Quelity jointly ceaffirmed their
support for Princinlc 21 of the Declavation on luzan Environment that:

&

"~enses hove, in cccordence with the chorter of the United
tations and the principles of internctional izw, responsibility
to casuze thet cotivities within their jurisdictlon or

coatzol ¢n not czuse demage to the erviromment of other

Stotes or of crecs heyond notional jurisdiction.”

" The Jepartmeat of State will reecll that the ~roup of Cenadlns
amd U.S. officisls vhich wos to consider altermatives to the present plans




