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In the United Kingdam, firss Pecading hes already
been given %o an Atomie Energy Bill whieh will empower the United
Kingdom Government to estgblish consrol over the production oF wa9
. of atomic energy. In the United States the MiMahon Bill has bHeen
' drafted by a Specisl Senate Cammittee on atomic energy, and 1 am
- dinformed that the administration intends to conclude legislasion

on the domestic zontrol of atomig energy before the adjou:nment o, 4

the present session of Congress,
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The House will appreciate, trcm the reasons I have
just outlined, the necessity for introducing a Bill for the eansrol
of atomic energy in Canada, in tho terms of the resolution now being
eonsidered, It remains for me %o say something of she geueral
sharacter of the legislatxon propased. "

. - Fresh discoveries in the field of atSanie energy may
bring about swift develomments which eannod now be foreseen pracisely.
Therefore, the measures for control must be nos anly vtde. bub alao
tlexible, %0 meet the new situations. .

; The B1ll thas will be based on $his resolusion

will provide for a Board that will continuously study the £iedd
of atomic energy, JI% will be the responsibility of she Board &0
propose regulations designed to mee* fresh situations as they
develop. Any such regulations would be issued under the authority
of the Governor im Council. The Board will be organized, and will
function, much along the lines of the National Research Council,
Liaison with the National Research Council is provided for, by
making tbe President of the Council a member of the Boamd.

There will be provision in she Bill for the ino
corporation of Crowm Campanies, and for the taking over of existing
Crown Companies, should she Boerd deeide that atomi¢ energy operatiomRd
ccan better he performed by separate and subsidiary organizations,
It is possible that the operations as Greats Bear lake, Port Hope,
and Chalk River, may be carried ob by Crown Campanies, ugder the
elose supervision of $he Board,
|
! The Board will report to the Cammittee of the
Privy Counc¢il on Industriel and 3cientifie Researsh, o0 which
presently the Natfonal Research Council reporte. .4An annual
report of the Boerd will be tabled in the House of Cammons by
the Chairman of the Carmittee, who, st the mament, is myself,

The Board will make such other reports to the Committee as may

be required, end will also, on the Board’s own inisjative, rece

port any matters which the Board considers should be brought o

the attention of the Govermment. Thus, machinery is provided for
the Government being kept fully informed, and in 8 position %o

deal with any question relating to atamie¢ energy which will 4Qacrve
443 attention, or wiiih may be drought up 4o this House.

Apart from the proceeds of §t3 Oporations, the worl
of the Board, and the operation of she Crown Campenies, will be
ttnanced by monies voted by Parliament £op this specifiG purpase.

Any regulations made by the Board are to be pudblished prompsly
and tabled {n Parliamcot.

It 45 the lntention of the Government to efi-
COurage Bcientific initiative. and rescarch, directed townrds
finding constructive applications for the use of etomie energy.
The Bill will empower the Board mot only to Ltself understaXe go=
8earch and investigation, but also to facilitate and finance
approved research, to de carried ous {n our universitics amd
elscwhere, upder proper sefegusrds,




