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gone forward.” After about ten speakers had been heard it was proposed, although there
were still many names on the speakers’ list, that a vote be taken immediately and that the
remaining speakers be heard later. With the exceptions noted above, no member of the
Afro-Asian group was inscribed on the speakers’ list.

4. In the vote 8 members of the Soviet Bloc (including Poland) voted against the USA
draft resolution (Hungary was not represented). The following 15 countries (Arab-Asian
members plus Yugoslavia and Finland) abstained: Libya, India, Ceylon, Indonesia, Iraq,
Afghanistan, Burma, Egypt, Jordan, Nepal, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Yemen and Yugoslavia
and Finland. The remaining delegations (including Pakistan, Iran, Liberia, Turkey,
Thailand, Cambodia and Ethiopia) voted in favour. Laos and Lebanon were absent.

5. The Assembly will meet again on this item, probably tomorrow, to hear the remaining
speakers and explanations of vote. The latter, from the Afro-Asian group, should be inter-
esting, if indeed any explanations are made. Lall told me at the beginning of the meeting
that he could not take any part in the proceedings because he had no instructions. Since
this no doubt seemed pretty lame, he added that in any case it was not proper to consider
an item entitled “the Hungarian question™ in the absence of properly accredited representa-
tives of Hungary.

6. There is no need to underline the significance for the UN and for the relations between
Western and Asian countries of this vote.

[L.B.] PEARSON
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Note du sous-secrétaire d’Etat aux Affaires extérieures
pour le secrétaire d’Etat par intérim aux Affaires extérieures

Memorandum from Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs
to Acting Secretary of State for External Affairs

SECRET [Ottawa], November 7, 1956

SITUATION IN HUNGARY

To clear our minds before attempting any interpretation of the events of the last month
in Hungary, it is necessary to set forth as clearly as possible, from a welter of sometimes
contradictory reports, a chronology of events.

2. In 1953, after Stalin’s death, Imre Nagy became premier and sought to shift emphasis
somewhat away from heavy industry and in favour of consumer goods production. Early in
1955, after Khrushchev and Bulganin came to power, Nagy went out and Rakosi re-
assumed the dominant position as Party First Secretary. He sought to re-assert the primacy
of heavy industry and to re-establish the political controls which had been loosened
slightly under Nagy’s régime. In July 1955, under mounting pressure from intellectuals
and the people at large, and as a result of the logical development of Titoism, he resigned.
He was replaced as Party First Secretary by Geroe, a Stalinist associate; and Hegedus,
another “tough line” man, became premier.

7 Voir Canada, ministeére des Affaires extérieures, Affaires Extérieures, vol. 8, N° 11, novembre 1956,
pp. 347 a 348.
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