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Canada's long-standing relationships with India and Pakistan have flot been without their
problems. Since its independence in 1947, India's relationship with Canada has been one
of ebbs and flows. The close relationship between Indian Prime Minister Nehru and
Canadian Prime Ministers St. Laurent and Pearson in the maintenance of a stable
international system marked the beginning of close relations between the two states. This
relationship declined in the 1970s with India's development of nuclear weapons using
Canadian technology. The 1 980s saw a significant revival of the bilateral relationship,
with a growing Indian community in Canada supporting the development of Canadian
policy towards India. The Air India incident aside, Indo-Canadian relations up until 1998
were strong. With the new round of nuclear tests by both India and Pakistan in 1998, a
major strain in relations between India and Canada occurred, and these relations
remained stagnant until 200 1, with Canada finally pushing for the development of the
"broadest possible political and economic relationship with India." India's growing
economy was certainly a major factor in this change. However, it must be noted that
Canada was slow to engage India, unlike the US and the EU.


