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Green  paper sparks cynicism' 
By W.A. Wilson 	- shortcoming were paper thin: Ex; government's steps to improve the 
,speciai to the Free  press 	• 	tense! Affairs officials claimed the • capacity for surveillance of remote 

once-border re/ationship touched so . parts of the country. The  ability 
OTTAWA .— It may be possible to many elements of Cana rlistn  life that to find out what is going on above a 

:reach a national consensus On  for.  It ViIS  impossible  tO COMpreSS It into nation's territory is an integral Part 
elan policy issues through dicclitgion a booklet for the overall study ,  of maintaining sovereignty and the  
but that condition  Is  far more likely 	This document at least makes  no  paper recognizes this. - 
10 be achieved, if it can be at all. bones about the impartance of our . 	 - -- 
.through clear government leader- tangled ties with the United States 

. 	Trade agreement 
.• ! • • • 	and it even discusses them to some • Questions in the paper emphasize.  

• extent, suggesting that the Arnett- the importance of economic strength t • 	 Hostility' 	can view of the relationship takes in an increasingly competitive world 
That reality is the most likelY account mainly of eamomic factors and suggest the advantages of a 

reason why the opposition parties while  the eiwvidian  one is broader, "comprehensive trade agreement" 
reacted to the government's green involving cultural and political  with  the United States. That is an-
paper On foreign policy and Its at,- questions as well. whether that is °tiler area where months are being 
companying proposal  for  a year's really true of political matters or spent in an effort to reach consomeus 
discussion by a parliamentary coin- Dot,  mere is no question that Canadi. through discussion, although there 
mittee with such cYnicism and bus- • ens are far more aware of the cultur- are regular signals  from  the United 
tllity. There is an element of unreall. el implications than Americans States that we would be wise to 
ty about the approach sufficient to are, 	 . - make our decisions and start discus- 
arouse the combative Instincts of 	• 	 sin  before the mid-term election 
any opposition politician', 	 • No secret 	campaigns get under way south of 

	

The document does, however, rug- 	While  the  Sharp study was actual- the border. 
gest the directions in which the - ty under way 15  years ago, the  goy.-  'The clear fear in the American 
Mulroney government as A whole • ernment decided to trim severely administration, and in some but evl-
and External Affairs Minister Joe Canada's NATO contribution, to the - dearly not all C.Isdiftn quarters, h 
Clark believe the country should , embarrassment of the foreign min- • that the mid-term campaigning will 
move , alUxiugh it fails to come out ister who made no secret of the , stimulate protectionist attitudes and 
and state these clearly ,  la some adverse reaction be ran into from : demands for more trade  restrictions  
cases, however, the questions posed allied countries which had not been and that this will create an atmo-
in the PaPer PretrY clearlY imPlY the prepared for the step. This docu- sphere inimical to negotiations 

.government's view, ment states, and probably there anned at significant trade liberaliza- 
• In  one way, this document is supe- would not te many to disagree, that tion. Curiously, there is very little 
'tier to the last government paper on the decline of the armed forces was doubt that in die  course Canada will 
Canadian foreign policy, which was carried too far under  the  Liberalr-i, seek siame sort of agreeMent to 
Issued in 1970 hY then External Al- That trend, in fact, is being re- ' protect its share of the vital Ameri-
fairs Minister Mitchell Sharp. The versed, albeit in the face of difficult r can market. The emerging question 
Liberal paper tailed to discuss the financial times while the rundown Is whether the government will 
foreign relationship that for Canada of the forces went on during the move at the most favorable time or 
transcends all others in importance: peilod of lavish spending. 	 wait until that  lias  gone by,  
the one with the United States. It Protection of sovereignty, now as The  implications of the paper are 
was a staggering omission,  given in 1970, is a major foreign policy aim - plain enough: access to the U.S. 
the pretensions of the paper and the yet, curiously, the opposition parties market is of vital Importance to 
government's exPlanations of ,,the  have been intensely critical of the Canadians. *.... ,;;;;e  , 
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