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cosoting that "any change in the titie or status of the con-
fmreoe should rather originate with and emanate from, that
body itself." Lt may be remarked incidentaily that this
crtcii did flot prevent the Canadian Government from
1itef proposing, a few months afterwards, to alter the consti-
tution of the. conference by including, ini addition to the.

prmeninister, any other ministers who might, be accredited
by .ny of the governments concerned. They dislike the.
prpooa to adopt the titi. «of "Imperial Council" on the
grmud that this "would be interpreted as m<arking a site>,
distncly in adivance of the position hitherto attained in the

dincmionof the. relations between the mother country and
th colonies." A malicious critic of the words printed im
ttalioe might sgetthat the Dominion Cabinet's conception
of proe ini this matter was to stand stili. WThile oh-
vio"y preferring that the meeting should be, flot a formai

amenblgebut "a. more or less unconventional gathering
for informai discussion of public questions", Canadian

Minstrswould accept "Imperial Conference" as a com-
proiaetitl.. The. terrn "Council" suggested Wo them "a

pennt institution which, endowed with a continuous
life, might eventually corne to b. regarded as an encroach-
men upon the. full measure of autonomous legisiative and

admnitrtive power now enjoyed by ail the. self-governing
"OeIioe2 As Wo the. permanent commission of inquiry, the.

Minstrsof the. Dominion could not "divest themeselves
whlyof the. idea that such a commnission rnight conceivably

inteerewitli the. working of responsible governm-ent."
It will b. issu at a glane tho.t this attitude of reluctance

&dmistruat is far removed from the. enthusiasm of "Im-
P"Fedration" days, when the. Premier of tihe Dominion
hiSfwas not averse to contemplating "even if but

M sion of a far-distant future, the rie of a stronger
unonad the. development of a true Imperial Governnient

MdCucl directly responsible to the. Empire, occupied
in it connon ffairs, and free from the. internai business of

theUniedKingdom, or any other State." Lt may b. partly
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