
THE WEEK.

OTTAWA LETTER.

'ho Inertings of the Conference proceed
"O" day to day. The fact that the meet

ugs are held witb closed doors, precludes the

dEeeloPr£en of any given policy which may
be the Outcome o! the Conference, ini that
tb"er i8 an element of disappointment, es-

pe lyto those who cater to public opin-

dei There is, however , much to be said in
ferce of the resolution the Conference bas

t0 in regard ta not making public its
Prooeedînlg: until the ideas of the delegates

4v enthrashed out, They have came
tCogether utter strangere ta one another,
lorant o! the exact principles wîth which

f tiieY raay ha called upon to deal, and they
rA !1040ubt desire ta find seime coinmon stand-

e "g9POrid romwbich they can launch their

ý4lu' UPOn the ocean of public opinion
I. bere 5 8etting their sails ta the testing

! The delegates are ail distinguished men
oflarge Politicai experience in the spheres

ie hi 0M Which they bave corne, and they are,
se by the Earl of Jersey, who has

G flei experience as a statesman of
GOatn Br1it as well as a Colonial

kt ha -r)nord tbey are ail of that calibre
th~e Brtifib the ynipathetic note sent by
theitis Premier, Lord Rosebery, to

0 Xr Freident of tbe Conference, the lion.
Boweîî uo its opening proceedings.

he mail service and the telegrapli must
0 1,j 0 tin srerors ta any extended trade re-
l, lnt' fet we can initiate with aur anti-

1re rslefsubïIects, and if notbing
cgà,u .eBld rom the Hon. Mr. Bowel1's

le t0 OPOlitan Conference than laying the
J11ato for a connection across the

p4if c, bich would ultimately extend ta
lie %aPan Islands and the Chinese Empire,

o alld 611l anche in the temple of faine
th ritish Empire that would gratify

the arbitions of a xnuch more ambitious mantbr tb.e honorable leader o! the Senate.
lThe Blritish would, however, appear ta

of *illiti to accord a much greater measure
th lOwer ta the assembled delegates, if in

et idOm t hey ean pro pare a resolution
t.Or' the t rade question upon wbich the

npoten parts of the British Empire can
lenv ut a trade policy, at the samne time

t 1 1g ,,ch country free ta dovetail in as
Th Permit.tTbe 'P0 enfl o! the C onference by I-is

8erk8,t ?Y the Governor-General in the

* itbo eainbf-r, was imposing and went off
it ~ ~~ hed"t' itch, and the banquet that suc-

te 4t~ 111f the everîing was attended by
wel three and four bundred persons,

als8a very successfully managed.
O te s tbe regretted that the Hon. Mr.

4 P11e hal bas been sncb thit hoe bas
~ edfromn taking bis place in the

e frii 'n"Y doliborations. He is suffpring
iuu thfe severe strain that hoe put upon

hidrefd y Undertaking ta deal with nine
PeaRe arf tm, and at thesaete

ttrý'terYbody in wbat is irreverently
ýia1ftinkering.

ele.eYour last issue the result o! the
ýfh in Ontario have become a matter
tu0 i ~rY> th e effeet of the resuIt bas stili

6 r1 5 1 . zed.The lion. Mr. Mowat is no
ae~ Utocrat with a solid phalanx of

0i twenty party mon behind him.
it0 th ronfi o! Inidustry have stepped out

teQe Public arena and have di vided with
Pyi, 11,ratveparty the hor.our of accu-

th PPasition seats in the Legisla-

tare o! Ontario. They have risen phoeu 1x-
like froni the ashes of monopoly's fubeiýL1
pyre, and bave assortod their right as repre-
sentatives o! the great agricultural interests
o! Ontario ta guide the sbip of State. They
have on the first political trial o! their
forces elected eighteen Patrons of Industry
and bave thus divided with the Conserva-
tive party the bonours of the Opposition,
and tbey are no novices in the art o! gov-
erniment. For nearly 100 ycars, since they
flrst began ta ho w the forest down and con-
vert tho face of the country into the most
charming scenes of rural scenery and agri-
cultural life, they bave been initiated into
the principles of self-government ; tbey
bave nover attemptod as a distinct organiza-
tion ta go beyond the municipal and county
counicils, but in that limited sphero there
bas been a self-education handed down
froni father ta son in the principles o!
political economy, which bas hecomo an in-
heritance of knowledge o! great value ta
the welfare of the country. lu the man-,
agement o! public works, in the manage-
ment of schools, in the management o!
gaols and public offices they have little ta
Iearn-that is the cîass whicb bas asserted
itsel! as a distinct power in the recent
elections. They knaw noither Catholic nor
Protestant, temperance or lfquor man, they
know only one creed, the government of
the soit ; its varying degrees and tbe dis-
tribution o! the profits o! labour accruing
from it througb the economy o! gavera-
ment, If guided with wisdom at the outset
they will contribute their share ta tbe
statesmen of the future ta the great advan-
tage and security o! the country generally.

Senator Boulton bas given notice of a
motion in the Sonate ta discuss the provi-
sions of the Frencb troaty-how far under
the clauses o! the treaty Canada ean enter
into trade relations with the sister colonies
without according the saine benofits ta al
thoEe counitries witb which we have most
favored nation treatment.

Dominion Day was celebrated as a holi-
day on Monday, which the city enjoyed ta
the utmast, so far as variety o! entertain-
ment is concernied. The heat somnewhat
detracted froni the fullest enjolyment, but it
did not scem ta tesson the zest.

Toronto beat Ottawa at cricket., and Ot-
tawa beat Toronto at lacrosse. A fair ex-
change is na robbery.

Lady Tupper, Mu@. Daly and Mrs. Ives
lad an at, home on the cricket ground wbich
was numerously attended.

The Canadian Government bas issued
cards o! invitation ta an at-home on Par-
liament Hill, ta meet the colonial delegates,
the patronesses being Lady Thonipsan, as-
sisted by the wives o! the Ministers. Par-
liatuent [tlt is a charmting spot for an al
/ re.ýO

Otta, .fuly ;'rd, i891t .

Technical journals from time ta tume
discuss gravely various projects for making
crude pEtroeum into bricks, ta be barned
like celai. One o! thte latest of these is
ridiculed by an Fugui jaurnal,wiich points
out tiat it cails for about one-third of its
weigbt o! caustic soda-an exponsive cbom-
ical. The inventor su.gosts that the addi-
tion o! 20 per cent. o! dlay or sand wauld
make the bricks botb cheaper and more
solid, ta wbich the journal in question re-
Joins with a sarcastie suggestion tint or-
dinary coal be cheapened by a similar ad-
dition.

THE LAIE GEORGE J. ROMANES.

ONE 0F CANADA'S DISTINGUISHIED SONS.

About half a century ago, there lived
and worked in a quiet country charge, near
what was then the backwoods village of
Smith's Falls, one of the pioneer Scottish
clergymen, who did much to lay the founda-
tions of genuine religion and sound morals
in a newly settled Canada. H1e was a man
of vigorous intellect, sound common-sense,
and considerable literary attainiments, with
a simplicity of nature which enabled him to
adapt himself easily to new and strange con-
ditions of life, exile from the traditions and
associations of bis native land,-the rude
prose of 11clearings," and Ilcorduroy bridges"
and even to the log-house, the only attain-
able dwelling at that time and place, for
either the ininister or bis farming parishion-
er. ilere hie Il lived laborious days," thinking
out bis closely reasoned sermons with their
solid basis of theology and their Illogic,
linked and strong," as -Scottish sermons
were expected to be. But thougli he was
hy no means ill content with bis secluded
sphere, despite its disadvantages for bis
young family, it was well known among his
ministerial brethren, at least, tbat bis classi-
cal attainiments and bis ability to irnpart
themn to others were of no mean order ;and
when the classîcal chair of the recently
founded Qucen's University was lef t
vacant by the return to Scotland of its tirst
occupant, afterwards Principal Campbell, of
King's College, Aberdeen, this country
minister, the Rev. George Romanes',
M.A., was tbe man considered most coin-
petent to 611l it. And 611l it ably lie did, for
some years deligbting bis i4udents by the
brilliancy of bis prelections, and especially
by the fine and spirited translations which
hie occasionally read to tbem, apparently
unconscious of their fine literary quality,
and the genuine poetry of feeling which
inspired theni ; and wbich bis old students
were wont to recaîl years after with enthusi-
astic appreciation. During the residence,
of Professor Romanes in Kingston, there
was born, on the 2Oth of May, 1848, bis
youngest child, a son wbo was nanied

G ore John Romanes, a name now well-

Ijwn to the world. And thus it came ta
pss that the eminent biologist, whose sud-

den and, as we Fay, Ilpiemature " deatb,
bas awakened the regret of al[ in t rested in
science, was a native of the lit tie City o!
Kingston, and may, so far as bis hirth was
concernied, be classed among Ileminent
Canadians."

But the embryo biologist, with bis
endowment of hereditary talent, and an
important work before bum, was not des-
tined to be le t ta éucb scant opportunities
for scicntific training as Canada could then
afford ta a giftcd son. White he was still an
infant, the death of a relative placed bis
father in possession of a handsome fortune,
and tbereafter lie re8igned bis professorship
and reinoved witb bis fainuly ta the Old
World, taking up his bfadquarters for
some years in the vicinity of London,
chietly at Richmnond. Sanie years Inter tbey
took up their residence in Gernmany, tra-
velling widely, froni time ta time, through
the flnest scenery of Italy, Switzerland,
the Riviera, etc. After seeing Europe in
this charminlg way, they flnally settled
down at Regent's Park, London, witb the
Botanical and Zoological Gardens close
hy. At the latter, especially, George
Romanes, as a boy of fi! teen or sixteen,
used to deliglit ta spend bis holidays, and
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