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fLt Il whirind of disastor "in the RV'pub-
PeMe siî away, it is niore than likely that

'e llbe the case.
J. CASTIH.E LL KN4

r 'LLIA[q COWPER'S COPY 0F ROBERT
B URNS' POEMS: 1787.

Dr. Grosart, in drawing th(- attention of
the readers of ïltI, Bookniqn to Barns andi
VDOWPer, bas donc a ruai service to, the a--

~ies(and tlxey are an incrpaing number)
o' uts Oit this accaunt it is ail the

raOra ta be recrettud that the paper, which
le eharacteri nd by thal, easy diction whichi
ofhim doo bas taugbt bis readers to expet

aibI 18 nlot also markud by th(, knaw-

IgOfBurns that it displays of Cowper.
B'Courteouis as; the paper undoubtedly is

tbath Paets, it somebow tilts against the
gri.Th'at Cowper's copy, with red andl

hlue Pec markings, of the Lu)ndon editionoferespoenis carrnes the book-plate of
pthe P"! unelu -William CIowp 'r---.erk

CarIanents, and not that of William
liai5 3" Pet, somWmne clerk of the p,-ur-

apl fthe flouse of Lords, is býut a srnillkatter. Thoe mistake was easy and breaks

tia ones* But why exaggeratu the quali-
te fte third, or London edition, overteearller E linbýurgh edition ?Six copies

Blrl Ufficient ta enable one to make a
and ec generalizit 01 1 -ire naw before us,

rd w bave nu besitation in confirrningthe
r5I e opinion th at tbe Edinburgh book,
1 wbcb the portrait was engraved, is pre-

ta the other. Nor was the plate ru-
tolum edt was reqrîired for tbe two-
1di'on of 1793.

Il nt wbY whjne over the scantiness of
edi resaut'cis when no sucb scant exiat-

agtuLt us for'evur be dune with ail apal-
'4~Cnt as ta tbe library of Burns. His

'a, ng ani le for his pu Ipase, as bis
ot h- 9 ito acaunt the literary horizon
~l Perîad, shows, Peter Hil1 was bandy
cieta n in tho matter of baok

%lectug Mr. 1H11l unted the eveningy
là e i Rmnbughauction-ruains for th"

AI We by the puet, wbo, like rnast
b0oark~e d (in addition ta loans) many

gtven ta bime by friends, with the ru-
tlil tht R wauld take to-day more <cen.
Prltless than £2ý)00 ta replace in

410iIoguetate tbe books knawn as baving
P 8dta Burns at tbe time of bis deatb.

ett, g) eitia is uxcluded the five
w0 ~ltin) uitins of tbe paut'8 own

fod or the library of Burns. A
%CorI t bis knawledge of Cowper, which,
qu-hl 9i ta Dr Grasart, was nil. With
t 0 ak, 18n B efore bina, u ne is temptud

Are t tuin becoming obsoletu ? and
ira p0 ' 'Otstanding facta of bis lifu of nu
10i potac ta prosent-day " authors? Nut
lPed te n 1bad (in ruferuncu ta the pro-
mlereIr sr Emtibition in Glasgow ta com-
Slet ote ;the Cnt.eiary of tbe paet'a deatb>

444that b0 r.Grn Allen, in wbicba be
M ho knOwsl Burns only as a maame
&Y, Il e venerable St. Andrews divine

tht h -B0Ul 4 »a another, ta tb'ý eflact
90, i tr. Buyd happen tu be in Glas-
'?elu h ibtin of the Burns relies

'e. ' Wauld nat think it worthy af

lttb r 'b ao f the relation of Burns ta
tue je eu'O tbe day is a large onu-
:ko1 . Re for Gur present purpose-but onetu. re1

q onth'-Groart bas se canfidently ven-
04 ure e 'o sbauld (at lea3t) bave

ofth raad. According ta Dr.

(4ro3art, Borias was entireiy ignorant of the
existence of bis cottrnporary-CowpeIr.

1 arn not aware,' says the learned docton,
that Cowpen's naniw occurs in the carres-

pondeuco of Bans. The first and early
editions of bis successive volumýýs wene ex-
pensive, and the S 'ot's resources limited.
This perhaps explains how ir carne about
that no knowiedge of the 'Task' i8 sbown
by Burns."

Wbat are the factý4 ? Burns him3elf, in
a " Christmas Monning ' letter ta Mrs.
Dunlop, pubiisbed in tlie first Carnie-
lSOO-says, Il Now that 1 talk of authors,
how do yon like Cowper? 'Is net the ' Task
a, gio"ious poem ? The religion of the
'Titsk,' batin g a few scraps of Calvinistic

divinity, is rhe religion of God and Nature;
the religion th it exaîts, that ennobles3
mnan."

Alian Cunninghamn infornis us that
Cowper's 'Task 'wam the pecket cornpanian
of Burns; and that when hie had on occa-
sion ta wait tilliliu could conveniently

egaug the broust," bue would take ta read-
ing the poenI. lu the letter ta Mrs. Dan-
lop (already quoted) Burns says, Il1 would
not give a fartbing for any book, unluas 1
were at liberty ta bMot it with my criti-
cims. It is ta bu regretred tbat Mrs.
I)unlop'd copy of tbe 'Task,' witb Burns's
j,)ttings, whiclî was nestored ta bier after the
puets deatb, wais afterwards destrayed lîy
fi re. Lt is also worthy of note that wheu
the un I came, Borna's own copy of the
'Task ' remaitied in the farnuly. But apart
frein sucb evidence, it is anytbing but coin-
plimeutary ta Burns ta suppose that lie
wouid bu ignorant of the existence of a book
of the importance of the 'Task,' wbich was
publisbed tbree years hefore the London
edition of bis uwn paunis, which Cowper
took sa mucb trouble ta understand, and
wbich lie says Il quite ramfeezlud ' anc of
bis friends.

A more immpor tant qîiestion-aînd une
on which I arn not inclined ta dogamatise-
is t'ie authorsbipo of tbe ned aud bine pencil
marks an the Cowper -Burns. Cowper died
in 1800, and thl- late Mr. Eiias Wolfe
(founder of the firrn of Wolfe & Sons, the
celebrated peucil mtalceri,) claimed ta bave
iuvented the colourud pencil. If this bc
su, and 1 bave nu duubt it is sa, rad and
blue pencils, whicb formed part of the Cruta
Lpevis, came tiret into ose about thirty
years af ter Cawper's deatb. The probabiiity
is that thenu is sanie mistake as ta tbe auth-
onsbip of the pencil markings, an wbicb we
bave bien tnuated to an eloquently idie ha-
muly. 1 cannot (un the evidencu produced )
believe tbat a sensitive and delicate hand,
sucb as Cuwper's was, woold have disfi gur-
ed a beautiful book like uinte the London
Burns, with iuartistic strokus, barren of ail
meanin«. W. CRATIBP ANGUS.

II,

By the caurtusy of severai correspond-
ents 1 find tbat the boak-plate reproduced
in my paper in hast Boukwian belanged Vu a
William Cawper, oncle af tbe pout, wba was
IlClerk of the Parliameuts," as the book«
plate bearg. 1 must crnfuss tba, 1 bad for-
gatten Vbis uarlier William Cowper, if ever
1 knew of him ; and hence naturally, inevi-
tably assignud the book-platu ta the puet.
1 was awaru, of course, that tbe unhappy
poet bad never realiy entered an tbe duties
of the office ta wbicb bue had buen appointed
and I Vhink instituted ; but 1 assumed that
Vbe book-plate bad been engraved in antici-
pation, and bufare the chaud of insanity

da-k 'nPd dawn upon birn. 1 funthuer a,&
naturaliy an i in'ývitably aiqumid that

Olerlç af th ,P4rliarnentsý " de ignat 'd
mare riccurqtely "Clerk o? the Journals,
and that on bis recoveny th,, piet utiiiz'd
the book-pialq. Tlint buý did so utilii it is
certain ; fur in îny copy of bis Thucydidus
(clescribed in my pap3r) nlot oniy is thu
identically saine bookplatu on the frnt
board of vals. i. and ii. (in onu), but on the
fiy-luaf the paut bas wnitten in bis wcil-
kuown ferma,

W- Cowper
Nov: 21. 17638

Sreing that Vire uncle William Cuwpert
of the book-piate died in 1740, it is dlean
that bis Thucydides bad som'ghow corne into
poss'qssion of the puet. Funther, in bis
copy of Vaugban's little book, as in isi
copy o? Barns, tbe uucle'Is book.ýplate (as it
turus ont) is found. 'flic uncle, dead iii
1740, couid nat bava placod it in the Burna
of 1787. I t is noticeale alsa that the red
peil and bine pencil mark ings o? the puet
are common ta the Barns, the Vaughan,
and the Thucydides and otbcrs kriown.

That the puet, beside book ý that bad br'-
ionged ta bis uncle, aiso camný intu passes-
Sion of impressions, at lust, of bais book-
plate, is funther veri6ied, in that it con-
tinued Vo appuar in bis booký Up ta 1790.
It is not foud, 1 bohfieve, a'ter tbat yean.
But why 'i The expianatian is a simple
one, viz., that in 1790 be bad prucurad a
book plate of bis own, wbich 1 bave rupeat-
edly met with, and whicb, 1 arn infurrned,
was repnoduced in the Ex Lib ris Journal su
rucentiy as July, 1893.

1 muet add, tbat wbatever may bu the
secret of this book-plate of bis uncle ap)pean-
ing in rnany o? the poet's bookAi (witb datud
autograph ut~ supra), thýre is nlot the sha-
dow of a daubt that the Burns and Vaughan
bulonged ta the' William C, wpen. riips,,
Vogether with a copy of John N,ýwton'8

Masqiah - (2 vols.), containiiîg a long
page-fulI gift inscription ta bis wife in bis
o wu band writing, 1 was mn ide a present of
more than thirty years ago by a dear aid
lady fniend o? oun farnily wbo kiuw the poet
and John Newton, and bad necuived direct-
]y frorn Mrs. N 'wton theso book 4 and uthun
relies. Tiîey iiwen bad beun ont o? bier
possession, as tbey bave neyer býwn out of
mine. ilence the. mrkings in Borna ani
Vaughan (aud in Thucydides) are preciausi
memonials o? aur great sacred pouet of the
eighteentb century.

1 arn indebted ta WV. Bjdtun, E4q., Ad-
discombe, for the foilowing note, whicba
shows that 1 bad ovorlook -d Burns's pos-
session of Cowper's Poems

Il Ont a lutter ta Mrs. Daniop, written
De' . 25, Xmas, 1795, Alian Cunningliam
annotates: Borna carried Cuwpor's Pouma
in bis pocket, and nead it in a lonily roomi
on in a brew-bomîse wbile bue waited ta gauge.
Mrs. Dunlop lent bim bier cupy, and bue un-
niched the manglu wî tb notes, cniticisma and
annotations. The book was il struyud by
fine with the Dunlop iibrary."

Thîis is extremely weicame. May there
bu resurrection o? the pre-ious book!

A. B. GROSAaRT, iu T/e' Bookman.

Tue advoimtisimg, businmess~ of the late S. R.
Nies, of Bostoni, Mass., will be carried ou by
The S. R. Niles Advertisiîig Aguucy, whîicli was
incor1îoîated prio tu Mn. Nilea' deatlî. The
managemient is as follows : E. G. _Niles,
Piesideut ;Carl G. Zerrahn, Vice-l'residcnt
and Ocîeerl Mamiaer ; J. C. IIuw:i md. Trci' &
uirer.
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