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have been tu conceive that any serious
harmi conid resuit trom makIng public,
with, the permission of ail parties conceru-
ed, a conversation of the kind In question.
But they have chosen to pursue a very
different course and one whlch can scarce-
ly commend itself to their warmest sup-
porters as consistent with the rights and
dignIty of the Canadian Parliament. The
subWet-matter of the conference le one of
vital Importance to the well-being ef Can-
ad1a. We pride ourseives justiy on the
ttboronghiy demotratic character of our
Iflstiteltins. Members of Parliament are
the chosen and aecreditcd representatives
of the people. The officers and members
b! the Goyeriiment are the servants of the
people, acceuntable to them threugh their
representatives. The position taken by
the Premier and Mr. Foster, te the etfect
that ail the peePle's representatives have
a right te know le the resuit reached
Ini any such International Conference, can-
net be admitted for a moment. There are
many cases easiiy conceivlable when It le
of the tirst importance that Parilament
and the peeple sheuid know the steps by
rçshich certain resulits were reached, or the
causes which led te failure of resuits.
Even in their informai discussions at
Washington, the G overnment delegates
'were net acting, conld net act, as pri-
vate individuals. They were stili the rep-
iresentatives of the Gevernment an<l ef the
country. In this particular case it le easy
to see that vast if net vital interests de-
Pend upon the positions taken by the re-
spectIve parties In the informai discussion
andi upon the causes of failure. Without
vmcb knewledge it Ie Impossible for Par-
Diament or peopie te forai correct and Just
opinions as te the manner In which the
Geverument and Its delegates performed
the mission for which they had expressiy
@eught a popular mandate, and as te the
desirabillty ot attemptIng further negotia-

Itians 0! the samne kind. la a word, the
-Reuse of Commons wiil, It seems te us,
fai In their duty te the people, showv them-
belvee remais In guarding the prineiple ef
responsubie government which a former
generation se highiy prized, and posai-
biy sew the seeds of future trouble, If they
do net In thus case strictiy hoid the Gev-
Mnent te itIR accountahîuity, affd Insist

Upon the rlgfht o! the p'-eople and .the Oce<n'
mens to the fuleest Infermiation as te the

a d hat 01the United States in regard to

theburingquetio ofcommercial recip-

The idea tbat the Imperial Goverument
snight have reasons e! ]ts own for wish-
Vlng the Information In question to be
-withheld from the Canadian people seems
te US tee Improbable te need' argument.
Such a suggestion, If it were really meant,
wMould be unJust te the Mother Country
u.nd adapted tu glve ris te surmises
,wbich we are sure can have no toundation

In fact. Englaud ba net given us Self-
rule witb ber right hand to witbdraw it
.wlth lier loft.

.Electrie search iights are being adopt-
ed by custorne off icers lu Engiand tn or-
der te avoid the pessubiity of explosion
w14ile rummaging for goeds en board tank
and other vessels earrying petreleumi or
expiqeikves. Ruby-colored iight8 for the ex-
amination e! Imported cases et photo-
graphie negatives ln a dark chamber are
also to be supelled to ObvIate the risk o!

î premature development.--New York World.
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SPEECH SOUNDS IN CANADA.

a ago ; sa act ; aa almas; qq ail; ei veil;
ea, bear.

A letter in a recent issue of The Week on
"Our National Voice," opens up a very inter-

esting subject. It can hardly be denied that

many of our people have rather a harsh way

of treating their vowel sounds. If attention
could be directed te this by teachers in our

schools a great improvement might be made.

Most teachere themselves, indeed, should ex-

amine their own way of speaking and teach by
example as well as by precept.

The article referred te speake of what is

called the flat Sound of "a" lu many words in

which other parts of the English speaking
world use the beautiful Italian Sound. This

"fiat" Sound ie the vowei usually written by

modern phonetists-Ellis, Sweet, Murray,
Mies Soarnes and others -a. It je correctiy

used in such words as act, atoni, carry, arrow,
have, hand, madcap : (8ekt, oetom, keeri, otro,
hoev, hmýn<, miedkoep.) But there is a tenden-
cy with many speakers in Canada te use it er-
roneously instead of the Italian (a), writtem

phonetically (as) in calm, halve, caif, peam,
palm, and with a few speakers even in ahi,

father, aime. Lt je amusing and unpleasing te
Old Country speakers te hear the Bock of
Psalme pronounced as the Book cf Sainse. The
Italian a je sounded with the mouth moderate-
ly wide open ar!d the tongue very little raiged
and farther back than ïe. Ail the authoritice
give it as the cortect sound in ail the above
words : (kaam, haav, kaaf, sam, paam, a,

faadhr, aiz); andinwords in wftich theaisfol-

lowed by r, cither at the end of a word or fol-

lowed by other consonants, as are, car, far,

armour, Arthur, cartridge, Parliament : (aar,

ka%r, faar, a"rmr, Aarthr, kaartridzh, paarli'
niant).

In anther deasa of words such as ask, fast,

master, France, can't, command, dance, the
samne Italian a je given by many-and I think
the best-of the authorities. This je univer-

sally used in London and the South ef England

snd veîry Iargeiy in Edinburgh and other parts
of Scotland :(aaek, faast, mastr, fraansa, lisant,
kamaand, daans). Lt is perhaps more particu-

ladyi with regard te this clas of words that

usage in Canada tends te (mi), which we hear
(oSakfiet, inostr, friens,kient, kamamnd, d8ens).

Lt je impossible te dogmatise about such words.
Usage unquestionably sanctions both. But

even those in Canida who admit the greater

beauty of the Sound (as) in such words, hesitate

te adopt it, because they have been accustem-

ed te hear (Si) and jt seeins affected to change.

If, however, we honestlydoprefer the (asn), we
sheuld. have the uame courage te adopt it

that we have te drop any ether objectionable

habit, such as using an ungrammatical phrase
or a wrong pronunciation. Lt will net im-

prove matters te attempt the use e! an inter-
mediate eound betwet-n (Si) and (sa). People

who have a difficuity in striking a Sound be-

tween ant (font) and haunt (hqqnt) (See next
paragraph) will net succeed. very well iu at-
tempting eue between ant (oent) and aunt

(aut). And if any oe desires te discontinue

the use of (Si), it can only ho done by uaing a

vowyel clearly distinguishable from it.

Another clas cf word. spelt with au but
usually preneunced (sa), such as jaunt, haunch,
are often pronounced by Canadians with the
vewel in ail, awl, haunit (phonetically wrîtten
qq), a. (hqqntah, dzhqqnt), instead of (haanteh,

dzhaant). This practice lnetfl Ths fl
words written wjth (a)aon.Te an
Chicago pronounced (ishikq<lge,shiklle<>o
even shikaargo); Hochelaga, (hoIl

hoshilaSega). The correct SOU]n th 5'
(shikaago, hoshilaaga). The tendelcY 'vt
spt akers in to caref ully avoid the use '
cept before r. show

Once more, Canadians do 'lot sel t t

care enougli in distinguishiflg the wdffia

Sounds of (a) in such a word asCad.Th

tiret Sound je (te), the other twO are fol"4

also in the unaccented syllabie 0 of t

words ago, ocean, idea, silelit, fr 0 Uou,4 '
London, succumb. This ia thnd-~

Sound of (a) in the Englisl n~gugge, *

therefore'the sound represeintd by th' law'

phoneticians by the single letter (a). Tl' 01 O
Canada therefore je (koenada,> but s'~ ir
hear it (kaenSdoe), and 1 re.mber hIlbi

Adolphe Caron pronouncc it (k WD ia"'>")'

la natural to a French Speaker and batt,<

the other error. Som e Anierican~S, chî 1 ,f,, 8

phonetic sign often used for long a) or ik)

We hear aiso (eisci, arnerikei) or (eisi' glu djons
for Asa, America (eisa amerika). Tis g

not prevail tu any great extent inCie 0 iA

we do hear it in the indeflitO article 04

(ei mien, suhors), for (a mSn a hors)* p fl
1 don't know what je the correct et

ciation of the word 1"a" when under Str

emphasis. 1 rather think (sa) ie 8

ferred te (ei) or (ie). In -I the 0c

European languages this ie the Ordin"l t l

French, German, Spanish,' and in u

Scotch. When not understressthe ind hl

article in of course the natural vo'fl i

its other formi je ('an') if urkaccented9.
under stress. For long a we bave le

phonetic digrapli (ei). This does t

that it in a diphthong, though the '

a perceptible gl de in mont words.; el. lowt

je used only because there is nO .n1 v id
availabîs. Before r 'where there in 00

suggestive of j, long a in writt'on bi

Soames (ea) as in (bealr). L%

The above ail 'efer tIo the -e(r hr

curions points might hés mentioniad<" ton

vowela rand fdle nme of the celonsoan~ ts»
the question of Italian a, we are Uic o
South English usage, as stated aboVetii tttCo'
sound of long o, of long a (ci), and 011th
ment of r before a con enant, 1 hI o
ohould reast the South Engllsh Pw,5 t

Two excellent books might be roe~

usef ul for instrucFtion to teacherS 55<11,

One je called " rronunxation for 1

written byAlex. J. Ellis, thegreatet Orft
who ha. written in English. aubhol 0 Jb

article on Speech Sounds in the EnOIrol,,

Britannica. This book inpublisbhd by" JO di
-wen and Sons, London, 1877. Tt je tee

primarily for singer., but je in everyW&

useful for speakers, and je the onlY 81111p le-
I know of that eovers the grou'ld fullY , to

other most useful book in an Tfltoductofl,

Phonetica by Miss Laura Soame fl pale
with an endorsement by Miss Dor t

Principal of Cheltenham. Ladis Ilo
There are several excellent worko by

Sweet, but they are perhaps rathe ocC

based on London colloquial Speech' ti

Sciiooi-teachers shouid give attention'

subj ect and a revolution might easi1 7

ed in the direction cf purifyîing and

ing the language of cur CanadtnY t,».-

ARCH.


