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have been to conceive that any serious
harm could result from making public,
with the permission of all parties concern-
ed, a convergation of the kind in question.
But they have chosen to pursue a very
ditferent course and one which can scarce-
ly commend itself to their warmest sup-
porters as consistent with the rights and
dignity of the Canadian Parliament. The
subject-matter of the conference is one of
vital importance to the well-being of Can-
ada. We pride ourselves justly on the
thoroughly democratic character of our
ingtituwtions. Members of Parliament are
the chosen and accredited representatives
of the people. The officers and members
bf the Government are the servants of the
people, accountable to them through their
frepresentatives. The position taken by
the Premier and Mr. Foster, to the effect
that all the people’s representatives have
aright to know is the result reached
in any such International Conference, can-
not be admitted for a moment. There are
many cages easily conceivable when It I8
of the first importance that Parliament
and the people should know the steps by
iwhich certain results were reached, or the
cauges which led to failure of results.
Even ip their informal discussions at
Washington, the Government delegaltes
were not acting, could not act, as pri-
vate individuals. They were still the rep-
resentatives of the Government and of the
country. In this particular ease it is easy
to see that vast if not vital interests de-
pend upon the positions taken by the re-
epective parties in the informal discussion
and upon the causes of failure. Without
wuch knowledge it is impossible for Par-
llament or people to form correct and just
opinions as to the manner In which the
Government and its delegates performed
the mission for which they had expressly
sought & popular mandate, and as to the
desirability of attempting further negotia-
gtions of the same kind. Ina word, the
House of Commons will, 1t seems to us,
fail in their duty to the people, show them-
selves remiss In guarding the principle of
responsible govecnment which a former
generation go highly prized, and possi-

© 'bly sow the seeds of future trouble, if they

do not in this case strictly hold the Gov-
ernment to its accountability, and insist
upon the right of the people and the Conr
mons to tire [ullést information as to the
-@ttltude of both their own Government

' «’And that of the United States in regard to

the burning question of commereial recip-
gocity.

The idea. that the Imperial Government
might have reasons of its own for wish-
(g the Information in question to be
withheld from the Canadian people seems
to us too improbable to need argument.
Such a suggestion, If it were really meant,
‘would be unjust to the Mother Country
nnd adapted tu give rise to surmises
which we are sure can have no foundation
in fact. England has not given us self-
rule with her right hand to withdraw it
with her left.

_ Electric search lights are belng adopt-
ed by customs officers in England in or-
der to avoid the possibility of explosion
while rummaging for goods on board tank
and other vessels carrying petroleum or
explgaives. Ruby-colored lights for the ex-
amination of imported cases of photo-
graphic negatives in a dark chamber are
also to be supplied to obviate the risk of
premature development.--New York World,

THE WEEK.

SPEECH SOUNDS IN CANADA.

a ago; % act; aa alms; qq all; ei veil ;
ea bear.

A letter in a recent issue of The Week on
“Qur National Voice,” opens up a very inter-
esting subject. It can hardly be denied that
many of our people have rather a harsh way
of treating their vowel sounds. If attention
could be directed to this by teachers in our
schools a great improvement might be made.
Most teachers themselves, indeed, should ex-
amine their own way of speaking and teach by
example as well as by precept.

The article referred to speaks of what is
called the flat sound of 'a” in many words in
which other parts of the English speaking
world use the beautiful Italian sound. This
“flat” sound is the vowel usually written by
modern phonetisis—Ellis, Sweet, Murray,
Miss Soames and others—s. It is correctly
used in such words as act, atom, carry, arrow,
have, hand, madcap : (@kt, eetom, keri, ®ro,
heev, hsend, medksep.) But there is a tenden-
cy with many speakers in Canada to use it er-
roneously instead of the Italian' (a), written
phonetically (aa) in calm, halve, calf, psalm,
palm, and with a few speakers even in ah,
father, alms. It is amusing and unpleasing to
0ld Country speakers to hear the Book of
Psalms pronounced as the Book of Sams. The
Italian & is sounded with the mouth moderate-
ly wide open a1id the tongue very little raised
and farther back than s. All the authorities
give it as the cortect sound in all the above
words : (kaam, haav, kaaf, saam, paam, aa,
faadhr, aamz); andin words in wiich theaisfol-
lowed by r, either at the end of a word or fol-
lowed by other consonants, as are, car, far,
armour, Arthur, cartridge, Parliament : (aar,
kaar, faar, aarmr, Aarthr, kaartridzh, paarli-
mant).

In another class of words such as ask, fast,
master, France, can’t, command, dance, the
same Ttalian a is given by many—and I think
the best—of the authorities. This is univer-
sally used in London and the south of England
and very largely in Edinburgh and other parts
of Scotland : (aask, faast, maastr, fraans, kaant,
kamaand, daans). It is perhaps more particu-

_larly with regard to this class of words that

usage in Canada tends to (), which we hear
(oosk. frest, nwstr, freens, kent, kamend, dens).
1t is impossible to dogmatise about such words.
Usage unquestionably sanctions both. But
even those in Canada who admit the greater
beauty of thesound (aa) in such words, hesitate
to adopt it, because they have been accustom-
ed to hear () and it seems affected to change.
1f, however, we honestlydoprefer the (aa), we
should have the same courage to adopt it
that we have to drop any other objectionable
habit, such as using an ungrammatical phrase
or a wrong pronunciation. It will not im-
prove matters to attempt the use of an inter-
mediate sound between (%) and (as). People
who have a difficulty in striking a sound be-
tween ant (sent) and haunt (hqqnt) (see next
paragraph) will not succeed very well in at-
tempting one between ant (ent) and aunt
(aant). And if any one desires to discontinue
the use of (%), it can only be done by using a
vowel clearly distinguishable from it.

Another class of words spelt with au but
usually pronounced (aa), such as jaunt, haunch,
are often pronounced by Canadians with the
vowel in all, awl, haunt (phonetically written
qq), as (hqqntsh, dzhqqnt), instead of (haantsh,
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dzhaant). This practice also extends :)e find 7
words written with (a) alone. TP;;W ,'aﬂd‘ -
Chicago pronounced (shikqqgo,shik®Pe & 5op - ]
even shikaargo); Hochelaga,ug“)‘? cour®®
hoshileesega). The correct 80 -} 888
(shikaago, hoshilaaga). The tendency:;‘(t”) o
spakers is to carefully avoid the useé ‘
cept before r.
Once more, Canadians do not 8 " gifferst!
care enough in distinguishing the tw " phe
sounds of (a) in such a word a8 Can the ol
first sound is (), the other tWo"‘rei‘ “gound 7
scure” or ‘‘natural” vowel which o the |
freed"",’z éﬁ

DO

oo 0 0

also in the unaccented 8 _uﬂ'ble
words ago, ocean, idea, silent,  froque®
London, succumb. This is the mos o, and s
sound of (a) in the English lang‘_mgt l’w 1ater
therefore_the sound representd by The word
phoneticians by the single letter (8) . 3
Canada therefore is (kenada,) but e”_mg&f

B A ) G AT ST S S A, b

hear it (keenseda), andI remember;‘aa) nich
Adolphe Caron pronounce it (keDa& betb,e‘ §
is natural to a French speaker and be? Ne¥

the other error. Some Americans, © e
Englanders, would say keenadel (et ;
phonetic sign often used for long a‘) ?rametiki)" .
We hear also (eisei, amerikei) of (els‘,'l‘hiﬂ dos¥
for Asa, America (eisa amerika)- ) i A §
not prevail to any great extent inCﬂf‘l s is -
wo do hear it in the indefnite 811
(ei meen, eihors), for (a men, & hors): copuB”
Tdon’t know what is the correc® I:;ra”g
ciation of the word ‘‘a” when “f{de,r sb‘, i
emphasis. 1 rather think (aa) 18 vo othT
ferred to (ei) or (m). In all .the 50 nd
European languages this is the ordinsry g 18

of the letter a, not only in If&ﬁ_”'n’é o
French, German, Spanish, and 1 indef
Scotch. When not under stress the ‘

article is of course the natural vowel (”'Z;a:')ii o
its other form is (‘an’} if unaccenteds g @ 1
under stress. For long a we have 87" o
phonetic digraph (ei). This does o asusl
that it is a diphthong, though i:hel'e‘:’;:s‘5 af®
a perceptible gl de in most words i 1o L S
is used only because there is RO sing
available. Before r where there ";.
suggestive of i, long a is written y
Soames (ea) as in (bear), Man¥.
The above all refer to the .letter,ﬂ‘;t. o ih
curious points might be mention 5 O
vowels and for some of the consor_"'nﬁﬂ,dﬂ E ]
the question of Italian a, we are %, e 34
South English usage, as stated abov® he grosb
sound of long o, of long a (ei), and OB ".
ment of r before a con onant, pr&"'
should resist the South English redw‘s
Two excellent books might be refer wllye
useful for instruction to teachers e'spi‘: geﬂ,"f S
One is ecalled * Pronunciation foF rthaopiﬁy o
written by Alex. J. Ellis, thegreate“w “of the
who has written in English, 8“*‘“01'10 iy
article on Speech Sounds in the Emych’n Cor
Britannica. This book s published bY Jo teﬂ'”d o

wen and Sons, London, 1877 14 is 10 g »
primarily for singers, but iain every o o
usefu) for speakers, and is the only simP A

I know of that covers the grOﬂﬂd i"‘:lly W:"
other most useful book is an Intr0C " piop, - =

Phonetics by Miss Laura Soames of oy
with an endorsement by Miss Dorot Colle®:
Principal of Cheltenham Ladle’b ﬂaﬂfy .
There are several excellent works PY closely
Sweet, but they are perhaps rather too o
based on London colloquisl speech: o to this
School-teachers should give attentio gaob; T

subject and a revolution might easig o
ed in the direction of purifying a2 outhe
ing the language of ou; ganad‘!m y UN’%
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