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should not. Our correspondent’s point
is well taken. Although Protestant
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the fhave produced a better showing,
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Are a specific for'all diseases and dis-
orders arising from a run-down condi-
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and ground of the truth.”

THE SCHOOL SYSTEM OF
NEWFOUNDLAND.
The problem ‘which the legislators of
Newioundland had to solve when a
system of schools became

small population” scattered along an
immense length of coast, accessible in
many places by water only,’ is not
easily orgamized for anv purpose. To-
day the population of two hundred

. ;and twenty thousand occupies a cpast

liné of two thousand miles or more.

tempting to construct a completely

new system. They made use of such
elements of organization

as already

the case of Catholic female teachers
the trajving is  received in a coav g |
acnbemy  which, in this respect, is ve-

necessary |
. did not admit of eéasy solanii. A

.warded as a college. The supplv 1 ‘
teachers is increased by advanced pu-|
pils in convent and other good schoo]sg
throughout the Colony without any
speelal  assistance. Annual examin-
ations are held for the purpose of
licensing and classifying the teachers. |
Convent schools receive certain fixed |
grants, ranging from $200 in outlying |
districts to $1000 in the city, and in|
addition receive amounts depending on |
the grade of license held by Sisters
who have passed the examination for!
teachers. They may teach wit‘hout;
such license, but in that case the fixed |
grant is all the Convent receives.
There i8 one part of the system
strictly non-demominational. It is &

population and has one child for

every 4.65 in school.

school. This means that the influence
of religious interests underlying the
Newfoundland system is equivalent to
a large grant in itelf. Pastors often
erect school houses by means of free
labor and special collections or even
out of parish funds. The Anglicans
claim that they voluntarily contribute
over thirty thousand dollars a year
for school purposes, and other deno-
minations are not less interested. One
of the motives which impel Catholics
to subplement the public grant by
voluntary contributions of time and
money is the desire to have their
~hildren prepare at school for first
Communion. The people very often

New Brunswick |

. t
spends $1.90 per head of population and _
has one child for every 5.59 attending

Toronto, Ont.

supply fuel free in winter, In g word,
religion brings the people into living
contact with the schools, and services
obtained in this way are less- onerous

as  well as more valuable than the
same services paid for by public
. money.

i Bach dchool is a public school. No
 child is excluded on the score of reli-
. gion. Where people of one denomina-
tion are too few to have a school,
their children attend the school of an-
other, and the Law provides that"‘no
teacher in any.college, academy, or
school aided by moneys granted under
this Act shall impart to any child
wttending the same any religious ins'
trugtion which may be objected to by
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the parent or guardian of such child”’/
Of course, children so situated are de-
prived  of religious instruction in
school ; but these are few compared
with those who are made to feel at
school that a knowledge of religion is
more important than a knowledge of
grammar or arithmetie,
TERRA NOVA.




