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stocks have usually been reported from eighteen leading ports only ; that this

year the United Kingdom imported at over sixty different ports, and that any

attemp t to demonstrate a heavy reduction that does flot include at ieast ail

estimate of stocks at the minor ports must be regarded as evasive and unsatis-

factory. We have ventured to correct the Ilofficiai"1 in the reports of sacks

flour in store in Liverpool on 3 1st Aug. 187 9. It gives i 19,999, but according

to Messrs. Patterson Brothers & Co. the stock wvas 7 5,2 91 on1lY- Xe prefer to

folloýw the latter authority. Every figure of the stocks on 3 ist March, 188o,

corresponds in the two tests, and in the stocks on 3 ist Aug. ail agree except

the four as above noted, and oatmneal, which was i9,601 Ids. according to the

Ccofficial," and 2,217 according to Messrs. Patterson Brothers ;-i 19,999 was

really the stock of sacks on 3 1st Dec. 1879. 0f the icoi mistakes of the

"lofficiai," can a single one be used as a "Ibear " argument ? WVe have yet to

hear of it.
Second: In the number of 17 th Septeruber, on page 2, column i, we have

"approximate resuits," showing a deficiency betwveen consumptiofi and supply

Of 2,157,147 quarters. In the second column of saine page we have the Eng-

lish 'Custom House returns of imports and exports for samne period, viz. : st

September, 1879, to 28th August, i88o. We ivili compare the twvo, and let us

say here that it will be no excuse for the "lofficiai " to say that the incorrect

figures are flot bis own. Let him credit bis statements to the authorities fromi

whom he copies them so that wve can pillory the offender.

Gustom flouse Returns i st Septemnber, 18 79, 10 281/1 i lg?/st, i 88o.

Gras iiprtswlîatcwts. bushels.

Deduct exports

Net imports

Gross imports flour
Deduct exports

59,220,719

1,37 5,2o6

57,845,513

11, 139,759
594,503

107,978,291

At 22,.. busb. of wheat per cwt. flour . .
26,363,140

134,341,431

"Appioximate resuits," 15,867,488 qrs. -126,939,904

Différence....................... 7,401,527

A foot note to the Custom Hlouse returns gives the imports of wheat and flour,

îst September, 1879, to 28th August, i8go, as 130,743,576 bushels, wvhich is

supposed to be a remarkable confirmation of the Produce Excliangc Weekl>'s

estimate Of 26th September, 1879, giving required imports at 131,000,000

bushels. No mention, however, is made of another estimate in the issue of

28th November, 1879, giving required imports 144,000,ooo bushels, and we

are flot informed as to how 130,743,576 is arrived at. A barrel of flour is

generaiiy acknowledged to be 4.3 bushels of wheat, and i 12- 19 6ths would

give 2Y2 bushels per cwt. neariy.

Ascerlaîned Suj5ply for the Gereal Year ending 3ist August, 188o:

Custom Ilouse returfls, as above,

Home deliveries (5,589,722 qrs.). ..............
(There remain three days of the year.)

For the 8 weeks, ending 28t11 August, the imports and home deliveries had

been 31392,221 qrs., or an average of .565,370 bush. per day

Or in quarters
Add estimated surplus on ist September, 1879, (Patterson Bros. &~ Ca.'s

estimate Of 5th January, 1880)

.Deduct.

Consumption asestimated by Messrs. Patterson on above date

Id quarters

le bushels surplus

134,341,431

44,7i8,oi6

1,696, 1 i

180,755,557
22,594,445

1,514P797

24,109,242

22,717,714

1,391,528

11,132,224

with which tu start the cereal year ist September, 188o, tu 3 1st August, 1881.

This estimate fromr which we have quoted su freely gave a total imports and

deliveries of 22,202,617 qrs., or 391,828 qrs. =3,134,624 bushels short of the

actual results, and for a forecast miade on 5 th january this seems remarkably

correct, and caiculated to, inspire more confidence than the vagaries of a

statistician who gives three différent statements of supply in one issue.

Jhird: We now come to the point. What proportion of lier total require-

ments does England get froin the United States ? The average dealer believes

about 75 per cent. ; the average farmer believes that ail the rest of this iittle

world supplies a mere bagatelle. Here we are on solid ground, and the sub-

joined table will be a surprise to many, and as corroborative of the proportions

of the calendar year, 1879, we get the foilowing results from.an investigation

into the working of the cereal year ending 31 st August:

Gross imports wbeat as per Custom House returlis ta 28th Aug., 59,220,719

cwt . . . . . . . . . . 110,545,342

I. i l flour, 11, 139,759 cwt., at 2>'• 27,849,397

Estimated imports for remltifling three days................ 1,516,735

139,9l1,474

The Baltimore journal 0/ Commerce gives the total cxports from United

States ports to United Kingdom from îst September, 1879, to 3 1st August,

i88o, as follows, and the imports into the United Kingdom from the United

States ports during that period will flot iikely vary much fromn these figures :

Exports, wvheat, bushels....................... 7 8,882,5 94

flour, 2,952,211 bris., at 4'.........................12,792,914
91,675,498

Or 65 '2 per cent. of the total supply.

NOTE.-It would appear that the Baltimore journal of C'ommerce has not

included Oregon shipments in its reports ; its total expurts to ail couiftries in

wheat and flour is equai to bushieis wvheat, 177,035,647 ;add Oregon, 6,650,000,

Total, 183,686,647 busheis. As the bulk of Oregon shipments were to the

United Kingdom we may add another ý12 per cent., or say that on this showing

the United States supplied 66 per cent. of the total requirettefits W a year

when ail Europe was starving.

Gross imports 7ioheai and fiour in/o Ui/fed Kiiugdomi for the calendar year

source of supply. piuh, Whet.

North Russia................. 5,683,070

South Rassir'. ............... 9,258,833

Swcden ........... ...... 38,618

Dcnrnark ..................... 109,349

Gcrmany ...... .............. 6,745,906

llolland...................... 23,529

France ...................... 3,276

Spain.............6,895
Austio-litingary ................ 36,858

Wallaclia, and Moldavia ......... 296,528

Turkey ....................... 21,466

Egypt..................... , 5,703,968

J3îitisli North America ......... 8,925,907

United States -............... 67,278,204

Chili........ .............. - 2,625,269

Other countries ............... 6,318,008

113,104,684

The addition of cwtS. given in "lOfficiai"
,<, ,nt. We foilow the details.

2,025

223,765
2,787

992,62,5
2,287,832

21,230

887,q5

3,782,730
16,042

1,143,922
17,155,448

171,295
133,413

26,820,629

5,685,095
9,482,598

41,405

1, 10\1,974

9,033,738
44,759

919P791

6,895
3,819,588

312,570

21,466

5,703,968
10,069,829

84,433,652
2,796,564

6,451,421

139,925,313

.040

.o68

.009

.065

.007

.027

.04-1

.072

.603

.020

1,000

15 59,591,795, the details amoulit to

To the reader wvho bas followved us tbrough these figures it will, we hope,

be tolerably ciear-first, that it is izot proved that Engiand required 24,00,00

quarters last year, and that the presumptiofi is in favour of the correctness of

the more moderate estimate of 2z2 to 2 3 millions ; second, that it is net proved

that she had to draw largely on lier reserves, and that the, "lapproximate re-

sits " is pure fiction ; third, that it is very conclusively proved that in a year

of universal scarcity in Europe slhe got less than two-thirds of bier imports

from the United States.
In conclusion, wc would say that we faily appreciate the difficulty of bring-

ing out iveekly sucli a mass of statistics ; but it is plain that if they are incorrect

they are wvorse than useless. We would appeai to the compiler to get

rid of the mystificationi of wheat in hectolitres, metrical quistals, cenols,

hundred-weights, quarters, big tons and littie tons ;-let us have it in honest

bushels. In flour abolisli the cwts., sacks, barrels, and let us have it in centals.

Let every table be complete in itself, with-

Week
Total from - to- . . . .

Let us have thepros and cons on any dis puted point in one number-it is rathex

unsatisfactory for a mani to discover the other side of a story after hie is ruined.

Let him use neutral ti nt if hie must have spectacles at ail, and let him bear in

mind that whiie speculation is a part of scientific trade, manipulation iqý the

concomnitanit of gambling. If in aIl New York, assistants are not procuràble

Iwho can be depended on to copy tables of figures correctly, let him try and get

men who occasionally make mistakes on the " bear " side. As Mark Twain's

good-natured judge sîAd, "lThis is getting monotunous."1 Qui ye.

.RAILROAD COMBINATIONS.

Railroad management is vastly different to-day ftoin what it was 25 years

ago. At that time nu continuous througb routes were established between the

East and West, and the thouigbt of connecting New York and San Francisco

by rail was not conceived. Even between this city and Buffalo nu continuous

trains were run and a change at Albauy was made. Between New York and

Chicago there interposed three different railroad interests, and at the termination

of eaci independent line passengers were compelled to change cars. Happily

for the travelling public ail this annoyance is over and now regular trains r*a

througb without a break on schedule time. Within this period there have been

great improvements in passenger coaches, sîcepers and parlor cars as well as in

the swiftness of travel.

Facilities for grain and freigbt transportation have also kept pace with

other improvemefits in railroad management. The cost of passenger travel as
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