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THE INFLUENCE 0F THE STAGE.

WiVthin the past ten ycars much has been donc in Ibis country ta raise tbe
social position of tlie scijoolmaster, and at last tlic mri xx'o lias suiccessivcly
failcd as shoemnakcr, footman, and raiiway porter is no longer considercd fit ta
keep) a si boal a-, a last: resource. Society is now tturring ils attention to tlic
stage, and a feeling is abroad that sametbing should bc donc ta relie flic1
professais of a branch af' art fromn tbc obioquy long tlîrowîî axer tlîen by flie
vicions utterances of the more intolerant anci Pnritanical section of plînpit
orators. The painter depicts tbe ideas of the poet upon cancas, flth msicianl
externalises upon earth, somctbing of the liarmony of the spberes, but the art
of the actor bas a more potent influence uipon tlie public - ftic tire of life and
motion and passion is imported int bis representatians. lie popularises tlic
ideals of flic poet in tbouglhts that breathe and ivords tlîat bnrn. As in every
ütber profession under the suri, good and cvii are ta 1)e fatînd uipon tlîe stage,
so is it witbi its censor, tlie pulpit ; the mani w'lo friglîlcns blis becarers withl tlic
false doctrine af eternal punisbment, and, poor %vorm, talks witb glib) faiiiaity-iý
of tlic desiies and thaugliîs of the Almnighty, is leading as vicions a cureer as
the warst persan ta be found aniong actors, and not unfrequenîly poisons tlie
lives of imrpressible people by inducing in theni a kind cf religions mania. A
bigoted organisation exisîs witbin the Clîurclî of Eîîngland, xvbich is said ta,
conisist of an Il inibiential body cf clergymen, lieadcd by ane of thec lîoliest
priests in En'iglaind," wvbo ''hlave iL laid doxvn for- tlîem in tlieir rîîlcs tliaî bbcy
are nat to go ta tlic Iheatre or any other pîlace cf knowvn Sin." Vcb bbic
theatre lias bclîavcd %viîl more Christian charity to tlic pîîlpii tban lias tlie
1 ulpit to tlîe tbeatre, for it ie tbe Jegitimiate province cf tlîe actor ta breallie life
int tbe dcad pages of history, and ta, bold iip ta vicw the evils of pasl a.-ges as
a lesson and as a, warniîîg, ncvcrîheless no auto-da-fe bias, s(i far as; xe knoNv,
ever heen represented on the stage, nor roasting at Sînitlîficl iii the days cf
gao<l Qucen Bess ; indeed sî'ch ecclesiastical crimles arc tac ho~rr ible la lîcir
resusctaman.

A "' Cburch and Stage (Gilld " bas been ftii mcd by soin1e cf tlic clergy
who are ashamiei oif tlie pist brealmient of the stage by ilîcir hrcîlireîi. Prec-
sviwnllv %iii liiî ilie halawIed shades of tlîis (Guild yoting acîrcsscs strive ta
convince youing eniraIes cf tlie beatities of flie bistrionic art, and yauing curaîes
aîîernpt to canvincc yaung adtresses of tlie truîliffnlness of thc Atlîarasian
Creed. On rare occasions a slormi arises te, miar flic liarînony of* tlîis carîbly
liaradise. "A (lerical Ilaygacr " witbin fice Gtîild rccenlly forsook blis colotirs
to altack thic stage in tbc good oid fasbion, xvhcrcupon Miss Fiîîa Dieîz came
forth with a paamphlet on Il 'l'lie Work cf tlie Actor," a capital essay on the
social influence of tlie stage, and gave the backsliffing inember flic plinisliîmcnt
he dcserved. Anîong the intcresting subjecîs disçussed at thc (Guilci arc tbic
dresses warn iiiftbe ballet, Ibauigh nobody lias yct suggcsted Ibat: angels and
fainies shaîl apcear in the garli cf quakrcsses and bisbops. Wby should Ibis
net be tried tinder tbe auspices of the Cburcbi and Stage Cktild ? All Londonl
would flock ta sec sntcb an advance iii idcality and art-culture, sncb an improve-
ment uîpon nature.

Conceptions brouglît down fromn tlîe ideal world, are placcd fuLII cf lifeé and
power before tlie pubbic by tbe actor, making tbc stage anc of the most patent
educalional engines of tbe day, conscqucnlly il is ivell la do cverytbing possible
ta remove tbe slur tbrawn aven actons by persans ivanse than bbemselves, and
ta take vigonaus steps la raise the status of the tbeabnical profession. 'l'lic
multiplication of small theatres should be encouraged; sorme of the larger ones
are merely gigalîtie rcnt-grinding machines, in wbicbi, practically speaking, aIl
the receipîs are sivallowed Up by landlords and lawyers, so tînt tliose w-li do
the work can scarcely live ; better acting and better scenery would le forft-
coming werc the profits of industry receivcd only by the industrietis.

Actons and actresses have finer arganisms tban tlie average of nîaninid,
whicli itself is absolute proof of tbc ennobling character cf tlie profession ;IL
hias been said tbat Il"he ideal actor should bave flic seul cf a saint uniled ta
the body of an tbhlete."-SbôirituaZist.

HEAR! HEAR!!

IL would scn as if Science liad entered tlie lisîs agaiiist Poctry, rcsalvcd
to realize every effort of tlîe imagination as a simple and absolutte fact. Tlice
fiery dragon, which maves at an incredible speed, sending forth fiame and cloud,
and shaking the very carîli, is familiar tai us in tlie steami engine, wbiie tbe
exploit of Ariel in putting a girdie round tbe earth in forty minutes has been
outdone in the wonders of teiegraphy. A later realization awails lis in the
famous story of the ear of Dionysius. IL will be remembercd that Dionysins
was King of Siciiy, and being a tyrant, cruel and oppressive, bie was sa hated
that he went in fecar of bis life. It did not seem ta bave occîîrred ta bini any
mare than it lias ta some tyranîs of our day tbat security wouid ]lave been
gained by ceasing ta be cruel and oppressive, and so getting lîirself beloved*His ingcnuity was exbauisîcd in devices ta secure safety, and amang aIliers, be
Iiit on tbe idea of a cave iii the farm of a buman - Ibis coîiîmunicatcd with
a', room where the tyrarnî sper.t the greater part ofI Jus time in listening ta what

xvas saici af hii. Tbe stary adds tbat tIme workmen cîîgagcd Iin this contrivance
lvcrc ail piit ta death as soan as il ivas flnisbied, for féar- tiîey sliould reveal what
it ivas obviausly meant for.

'l'lie nation Ibat by lîaviiig a caverii car sbapcd lie xvouid be able la biear
îlîroui ils miedium betier Ilin if il lîad been cf aiiy allier shape, ivas cbildislî
enotigli for a. biuîidering aityî-ant ta entertain. 'l'le auter car oniy serves ta
cailect sau-nd, ta be coiveyed ta bhc w'anderftîl iner organizatian of wlîich he
kiîew notliing ; and aîîy truîîîlîc nîouthed caviîy wouid have answered bis
îmurposc as weii as a model af a inan's car. Ilowcx er, sa tlie sîory goes ; and
now, after miany centurie,;, we gel the csiîîia1 idea af il recaiized in the
invention aîîd application af the Telephane. ThatIis tbe modern Dionysins'
Eýar, il pcrfarms ils fuiictions, but witlî a paîven and on a scale xvhich dwarfs
the story af tlie caverîî ta lucre childislî conceit. And every day we are gettiug
evideiice cf tlîe incrcased lîowers and possible appliances af Ibis manvel1aus
iniventian. IL ivas liisl licard af as a loy. IL is already perfonmiîig mast use-
Itîl and practical furnctians, whlîe tlîe passÂbilities cf flbc futture invesl i vth
alinasl iriiraculous interesl.

One maist siîigular instance of tlie aîpplication cf thtis toy lias been carn-
iiînicated ta the public duriîîg the past ionîli cf julie. Il is le be used
ta sectire the repoarts cf tbe iatest sitîiîîgs cf tlie lritisli Parliament i the
newspapers wiiicb are serveci an Loidan breakfast taules. 1)nring the last
liaif cenitury gm i ticsrides ]lave-cii made in the facilities of piaciîîg befare
flie puiblic, niews cf eveiîs iii wvlich lcy are intercsted, and mare cspecially
reports oif debates aîîd mîeetings. Iii flic biographbies cf persans conneclC(i
il flitlc pîress, %ve se wlîaîtrugc liad te be miade ta reîîcer the liewvspap)cr

lvliab if isto b'-auge it fran thie nierc. ciroicler cf events, iii sligbit and
îiiiipantanb pîaragrapis, ta the iiirror, and as Sha'kespeare pubts il, Il The
îîertccb spy of he tînie."

Williaîin Jerdan lias 1011 uis ioxv lie boardcd fic sh ips retiirnilig fronti tle
fîr-st grecat Arcbùc exîieditien, anîd stantlcd tlie iV(iid by the appearance of thc
pcrsaiial narration cf flic officers iii the J.ifera;iy G;a:dc, bue carliest inîstance
tif IIiiiîerviewiing." Dickenîs, toc, bias recordcd liow lic attcndcd meetings in
alI parts of tlie ceîintry, aînd displayed astotiidiiîg eiiei:gy iii vriting out lus
nales iii veliicies dasbiîîg at full specd. TFhis kind cf tbing ivas tbc beginning
of a îîew era iii tle lîistary cf file press, whicli lias since been fostered by
legislative cnactmeiîts, by persaîîal encrgy, aîîd by improvements ili machinery,
ountil it stand(s ainost alone as oîîe af ilie graîîdest aîîbcanîs cf aur civilization.

li flic struîggle fer perfection, tlie lïmes lias taken bue iead. Lt has been
foremost ini enterprise, lavislî iii mnoiiy, anîd unsurpasseci iii resuits. And itlihas
îiow sliawvii lis lîow IL is lirelareti la uhîlî-c flic ncxv inventian-thlue Ileilione-
iii caiijiiictîin wvîî yct aîîatbcr iîovelty- a niecîaiiai type-setting mai'chine--
wlîiclî lias meeî tlie circain cf flic century, se as la ablain results surpassing
anylhiîg wlîîcb lias ycb bcen anticipalcd.

Dly nîcaus of tlc mtachuine, it wii lthe typecs arc i rouîgit dowini anii piaced iii position
ity Slrikîîîg tipotilLs like tiiose ofanogn cmro;t--%,io, iutier the ordiiiary systeni,
eau aîîly se cl u at test tifty fillesii aulour-eau îîo\v muatiage tîearlly tw'o iiiiitretl. Te aciieve
tiiis iiiceliîauîcai resit is a1 gicat poinit ; but lb w-as fttiîit iii COiiCCtjin iil laIe debales iii
the I loîise of (olioils that he eeinposilor cotild îlot gel miaimsciib fast enougli te go on
iviti. lie liat o lag itelîlît bthe actuai pîogress tif lie deitate liecause of flic lime ilt îcok
the repor ters to transerlue ilicîr notes ani t) transmit then te lthe office.

i iere, ihcti, caile lthe nced cf an instruîmentb by wiiel tbere eouid be verbal transmission
-hat is ti Say, ulleats lîy s'ich flic reporter at tbe Iltouse of Comiiîons couid speak te the

collipositor« at the 7Y;,o- office. 'rTe teleplione lias aeeonipilisicd Ibis. A Nvire having been
laid dowu, coie lelephiîie is plce ai eaeiî end cf il, anthe buisiness gties ouin titis way :
The notes matie l'y flic repîorter can be read clircîiy into tlic Iciepiioe receiver lu a reom.
ailjoiîiiîtg lthe reliorters' galiery, eitlber i)y tlie reptorter Iiiiuiîseif or lîy anoilier person employed
for the puipose ; ami the eomîiositor, at lus mtacine lu the toffice, sits uvilhli s cars lu juxta-
position xiii, tue other ter minai cf Ilie instrument. 'l'ie plan iei lias been found the most
efficaeious for the purpose cf sbîîtbing cul distraeîiug sotiuds cf otiier kiiîds is te place tue
(lise of lthe leflioue above and uelîiiil tue cipositor, andl titeî ho arrange two tubes, ech
xvitb two trutipet-.ýllapeîl extrettîlties, iii suci, a nianner, btaI liese est, cinities are appiied at
eue eud te lthe twc sies cf the lelelîlione (lise ani aI lthe cher end le the tîvo ears of the
eomuîcsitcr. -l le cuipositor is aiso fuuiiisiied with a speaking instrumient, xiibi a key for
ringiug a bel], andi xitlî a bell wiie is rung from tue 1leuse-a simple code cf bell signais,
censistiug of onc, livo, or Ilîrce sîrokes, sufficiug for the orcliîary requirernents of each
message. 'llic cuipositon annoonices by tue bell tuaI bie hs ready, reeives a sentence, sîrikes
the bell ho indicate that he uuderstands il, sets up the type xii bis msachine, strikes the bell
again for the reader te continue ]lis dictation, andi se on until the work le carried as far as lime
i i ailoîx. if tiiere is any iloulît or difficuity about lise wcrds, a bell signal will cause tiîem

le lic teittor expianatius eani lie seughî aîîî received by direct vocal commnication.
In tiis piower, irideeti, resities (tue of tie cluief advantages cf the methsc, and eue xxhich
ouiglît to e ar tu gîcater aceuraecy ttati lias ever prcvioiisiy becu allainabie. 'Tli nainies of
people, places, &c., cat Le speit out 1Irtber by ]iter if there is aîîy doulît about tîscîin.

Tliese detaîls xviii iliterest evcry anc at ail curious in sucli niabters, aîid il
xviii bc scen how wvauderfül is tic gains even upeni beicgraphic comnmunication.
But tlie startling reflection. is, duiat xvith daily exuierience and invention, Icié-
pionîc repenîing cannaI stop lîcre, and tliere scenîs 110 reasaîî xvly an asteuind-
ing stnide sbauid flot be taken in il even on the present lines.

There is a praomasal for a uîex Hause of Commons. ILbis net at prescrnt
veny faveuirably rccived ;but it rnay, neventhehess, be as scnîcd la befene long.
Why sîîould flot a reivard be offcred fon designs for a Legisiative Cliamber
eonstnuctcd on tehephonic pnincipies ? '[hen, wheîîevcr a memnbe;r rase ta
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