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POLITICAL SLANI4G.
(Cornhill Magazine.)

No T long a a ugo there ws pblished on the other aide of the
Atlantic a IlDictionary of American Political Slang." In
the States the colloqulal developinents of the language In.
relation to political parties and subjeets bave been so, many,

5various and often so, extraordinary, as to, render snob a

g1o'sary a very -neeessary book of reference. In the Old
Cousntry we have hardly advanced so far ; but wc are getting

on. Although we may not be 80 quiek as otir cousins in in-
venting new worda and phrases, or in grotesquely applying
thoee already ini existence, yet we have been by no means

so, especially of late, in aopting Yankee coinages sud giv-
ing them extended eurrency and use. One of the best
known examples of this systei of adoption is the much used
and much abused word Ilcaucus." What a caucus is, as
popularly understood in England, needs no explana.tion;
but the eurioua thing about t he word is the seernîng impos-
aibility of ascertainingwith any certsinty its origin and de-
rivation. The explanation generally given is that, it la a
corruption of Ilcaulkers"» or "calk-house." One authority
says that the-members of the shipping interest, the Ilcaulk-
ers " of Boston, were associated, shortly before the War of
Independence, in actively promoting opposition to England,
and that the word arose from their meetings in the caulk-
ers' bouse or calk-house.

In the "lLife of Samuel Adams," one of the American re-
volutiouary leaders, sometimes styled "lThe American Osto,"
bis biographer carrnes the word fartber baek. We are told
that l"About flfty years before 1774 Samuel Adams, senior,
and about twenty others, one or two from the uortb end of
Boston> where all ahiip business was carnied on, used to meet,'make a caucus, and lay their plans for introducing oertain
persona int places of trust and power. It was probably
from the naine of this political club, eomposed pnincipally of
shipbuilding niechanies, that the word oaucm was derived,
as a corruption of ' Caulkers' Club."' In tbe IlDiary " of
John Adams there is a curious and graphie deaeîiption of a
meeting and proceedings of the Caucus Club of Boston. He
writea, in Feruary 1763, "'This day learnt that the Cau-
eus Club meets at certain times in the garret of Tom Dawes,
the adjutant of the Boston regiment. He bas a&large bouse,
and hie has a movable partition in his garret, whieh. he takes
down, and the whole club meets in one rooni. There they
amoke tobacco, tili you esunot see from one end of the gar-
ret bo the other; there they drink flip, I suppose; there
bhey choose a moderator, wbo puts questions to the vote
regularly; and seleet-men, overseers, collectors, wardens,
flre-wards, and representatives are regulanly ehosen before
they are chosen by the town. They send commibtees to
wait upon merchants' clubs, and bo propose and join in the
choice of men and measures. (Japtain Cnnynghame saya
tbey have often selected himto go to theso caucuses." Another
derivation bas> bowever, been propoaed. lu the "lTrans-
actions of the Aienicn Philological Association, 1872,>' Dr.
Hammond Trumbull suggests that the onigin of the word
is bo be found in the native Indian cau-cau-as-u, meaning
one who advises. Professor Skeat is inclined te support
this suggestion; and points out that Captain John Smith, the
bistorian of Virginia, writing about 1607 of the Indians of
that country, mentions that they are Ilgoverned by the
Priests and their Assistants, or their Elders, cslled Ccsw-caw-
wasoughe." Dr. Trumbull'a proposal i ingenious, but tbe
Ilcaulkera» b ave a strong case. Perhaps the earliest men-
tion Of the word by an Eng1iah wniber is in an article on
Amenica by. Sydney Smith, in the IlEdinburgh Review"ý' of
1818. He writes, IlA great deal la raid by Fearon about
caut8, the cent word of the Americans for the committees

and party meetings in which the business of the eleetions is
prepared-the influence of which he seemna te consider as
prejudicial."

Our party nieknsmes are not mapy in number. There is
not mueh difference between IlWhig " and "lTory"' as re-
garda their derivation: tbe former la coutraeted from a
corruption of Celtie words meaning pack-saddle thieves*
while the latter cornes froni an"Irish word meaning a baud
of robbers. The naine Whig was flrst given te the follow-
ers of the Marquis of Arpyle in Scotland who were in opuoi
tion te thc Government in the reign of James 1. 9-rrom
Scotland," raya Bishop Burnet, Ilthe word was brought inte
Englaud, where it is now one of our unbappy terins of dis-
union." The naine of Tory was first given, according te
Lord Macauliay, te those who refused to concur in excludin
James IL. fromn the throne. The "lRada " bave a naine ol'
more modern political application> for tbe termi "d' ical"
as a party namne, was firat app]ied te Major Cartwright,
Henry Hunt, and their associates in 1818. The Amerîcans
have many more or less strange party nicknames, and one
of the last-invcnted bas reaebed this country, only *to, be, iu
various wbys mirapplied and inisuDderstood-wc mean the
euphonious word mugJwump. Mugjwump is an Indian
word> and means a captain> or leader> or notable person.
Froin this genuine original nxeaning it was an easy transi-
tion to tbc siguifying a mian who thought bimseif of couse-

q uence; and during'the last conteat for the Presidentship
the naine had a political meaning attaebed te it, by'its ap-

plication> in derision, to those inembera of the Republican
party who, reje ' ting Mr. Blaine, declared tbat they would
vote for bis Democratie opponent, Mr. Cleveland, the pre-
sent President. Such is the explanation, doubtîcas correct
given by Mr. I3rander Matthews of New York, The namne
!s now generally applied to those who profesa bo study the
intereats of their country befone those of tbeir party.

An interesting, but one would hope decaying, class of
votera are the «"floatera," te eleetors whose suffragea are te
ba obtained for a pecuniary consideration. There is astery
told of a candidate in an American township wbo asked
one of the. local party managers how many votera there
were. "1Four hundred," was the reply. IlAnd bow many
'floaters' ?" <'Four bhundredl" Somewbat akin te the
"filoaters"arýe those who ait "on the fence "-men with

impartial minda> who wait te see, as another pretty phrase
has it> "lhow the est will jump," and wbose convictions at,
last geuerally bring theni down on that aide of the fonce
whore are to be found the biggest battalions and tbe longest
purses. These* Ilfloators " and men "on tbe fonce "used in
the oldon tumes to bo the devoted adberents of the "man i ,
the moon." Wbon an election was noar a.t baud it wýV
noised sbnoad tbroughout the constituency tbat the Il gaÈ
in tbc moon"» had arrived> and froni the time of that august
visitor's myaterious arrivaI many of the free and indepen-
dent electors dated thoir possession of those political prin-
ciples which thoy manfully supported by thoir votes at the
poît. 0f course no candidate bribed-such a thing was not
to be thougbt of; but still tbe money was circulating, and
votes wero bought, and as it was neeessary to fix the re-*

sponsibility upon sonie one, the whole business was attri-
butcd te the action of the Ilman in the moon." In the
States thc money used for electioneering purposes la known
as Ilboodlè," Ilsinewa of wan," and "lliving isaues."

One eau well imagine what influence the Ilman ln the
moon h adl lu days go4e by with votera of the clasa known
as Ilpot-wallopers." The bearers of thia melodious namne
wore electors wbosc sole bitle te the possession of bhc fran-
chise was the fact of their having been settled in tbe parish
for six months, the settlement being considerèd sufficiently


