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We tbankfully accepted bis es-ort, and ran alorfù by bis side fo

the gate, and thence down the shady lane pastAspleigli Hall, and
so, on ta our bouse ; where we found that our fathier had returned,
and had got as far as the porch on his way ta search for us.

OHAPTER X.
THE BAL» EÂGLE ON THE WAR-PATH.

"WiY, Sobstian," begani my fathier, advancing down the gar-
den-walk ta Moest us, and grasping aur campanion warmly by the
hand-"l this is a surprise. How are you, and where have you
stowed yourself away ail winter I In a hollow trea, like any
othar old bruin--eh "

IBean down the river," was the raply-"« only got back yestar-
day."l

IlDown the river. And only got back yesterday. And pray,
whera did You get back to yesterday?

"Back home, in course.".
"And where do you cai ' home' i Ha, ha! That's asking

questions, isn't it 1 Nana of my business, I suppose. Well, you
have bean so long away that I thought you must hava takan your
daparture from anîong us for good, and gone ta the happy hunt-
ing-grounds you were telling me about ana day. Coma *in and
have dinnar with us, and thon wa'll amoke a pipe, and have a chat
tagethar. Whera did. you pick up those two litie tramps of
mina 1 I amn sonry ta say -they have bean vary naughty indeed,
and caused tîjair mother no end of anxiaty. I was just starting
out ta look for thoan whan I saw yau caoina down the lana. But
coma in and giva an account af yaurselves, ail thrae ofyau." And
so, saying, my father lad the way into the bouse.

Our guest sbook hands with my mothar as though she had been
an intimata, acquaintance of tan yaars' standing. She gave biuia
bearty welcome, and seconded my fatbar's invitation ta dinnar,
whioh was nearly raady. The Bald Eagle naither accapted the
invitation nor declined- it, but quietly saatad himsalf on the edga
of a chair, as thaugb silence gava assant.

IlO, Norman," said niy mother, noticing tha fact that aur
stockings and pinafores wore bedaubed with mud; "1where lusve
you beau, ta get yoursolf and Mark into such a shacking state of
clirt ? Go into the kitchen, directly, and ask Sarah ta wash you,
and inaka you fit toasit down ta tabla." Sha had beau seriously
-alarmed at our long absence, and was too thankful at saeing us
back again safa and sound ta adopt vany stringant measunes
tawards us.

"lYou'd oughtar feal devilish chipper ta sea 'arn back agin at
aIl, dlean or dir-ty-that's about how it is; remarkad Sebastian.

"lWhy, air? Has anything happened? Hava thy bpen in any
mischief 1 I

IlMischiaf I Wall, I bat old Mog Two-Fish 'ud 'a' playad the
misohiaf with 'arn, if it hadn't bean for me. 1 cama along an'
catchad lier jast about raady ta slice 'arn up, clown thara in the
hottar, in the Landin' road."

"The Landin road 1 " exclaimad my mothen, holding up baer
bands as i men .t

IlYes; an' if I'd been two minutas Inter thoy'd like anougb 'W'
beau sassidge-meat afora naw. Don't ye ba (oo bard on 'arn Mis
tirna. They've beau pretty considable 8keared, 1 tell you. An'
reckon they'll think twicat about it afona thay go off on the tramp
agio, gallivanting around the daastrick all b ytheirsalves, as if
thay was no botter non vagabonas lika ma.-ow; jest yau hold
yaur lîttia jaw," continued hae, playfully-shaking bis liuga fist at
my brother, who was about ta spaak-"I rul maka avarything squar'
witb the old folks. You ba off an' git slickad up ont in thé
kitchan."

To tha kitcben xuy brother and I acondingrly bataak oursalves,
and thon wa frigbtened aur sistan almost oùt of liar wits by a
vivid bisto-y of aur marning's advanture:' A plentiful application
of soap, and watar, and the substitution of soîbe clean olothing for
aur soilad garments, macla us prasentable in the dining-raoom, ta
whiclî we soon raturned. Sebastian bad rneanwbile alectrified aur
parants by a no less glowing accounit of aur rencontre; and
matbar, with overflowing eyas, clasped us botb ta bier breast.

"O , air, bow can I aver tbank you sufficiantly for yaur protec-

tien of îny darlings? And Nornman-Mark-" turning fnom aona
of us to the othr-"1 you'il neyer disobey me again, will you ?.
What an escape you have had!i"

IlWalI, yau ses inaum," ramarked aur. guest, Ilthe fact a' the
amattar is, thare's no saying for sartain whether they was in any
tremenjis danger or nat. That darned aId scaliiwag bates white
folks lika pisan; an' besicles she was cbangad tallably full o'
wbiskay, an' liad the debbil in ber as big as a two-haadad wood-
chuck. Mabbe she only meant ta skear 'arn; an' then agin,
mebba sha meant ta carry 'ene off down ta the Injun settla-
ment. Howsomaver, I gin hanr a pnetty strong piece o' my
mimd, an' tald banr I'd maIre tîxe country too bat ta hold banr
if sha aven triad it an any more. Shel1 be ail-fired keenful about
intarferin'w~ith 'arnt agio; so, don't you worry about it inaum-I
guess ll jest stop out inta the kitchen an' wash my bands a spaîl.
'Tain't oftan as I sets clown ta dinnar wvith gentry."

Wbila aur strange guest was perfanming bis ablutions in the
kitabeu, we suppleiuented bis account of the advanture by
acquainting aur parants with aur version of the story. Sebastian
had alneady infonmed tbam wbo aur assailants wero. The aid
warnan who had drawvn ber knife upon us was tbe mother of that
identical Joa Two-Fish mantianed lu a former chaptar as having
comrnitted a murdan at tha Landing. She was dreaded through-
out the district for han ferociaus tamper, and for ban uncanquer-
abla batnad of the pale-faces. Sha had more than once bean in
trouble for displaying lian savage proclîvities, and bad sarved a
tani in jail at Port Burliugtou for stabbing a constablc ab tha
Ford, aud biting bis nase off. T4a othar woman was lian sistar,
and was a soimewbat modified. editian of herseîf. The Two-Fislies,
fnom the oldest ta the youngest, were an ill-conditioned race, and
wara la bad odour aven aiaong their own people. They' wera
irraclaimable barbarians, and clung ta their savage usages and
traditions with a tanacity against wbich civilization seemed ta
be powenlass. They wera nataniaus thieves; and the tbieviugprapensity seemed ta ha a sort of mania with thein, for theyha
frequently been kuowvn ta steal things which wene of no con-
ceivabla use or value ta tham, appanently fnorn the mare pleasuna
of wrong-daing. As for aId Mog hersaîf, tîje Bald Eagle was
want ta daclana bis beliaf that sbe could drink mare bad whiskey
than any ather memben af baer tribe; that she wvoul4 steal any-
thing in the wonld that sha could lay bar bands ou except a red-
bot cooking-stave; aud that she would like ta kilt somabody ovary
day of bier life were it not for fear of cousequances. Ha prob-
ably paintad hanr in colouns somewbat too stnong; but aven af tan
înaking due allowance for exaggeration, we bad abundant neasan
ta congratulata aursalves upon having- escapad out of the clutches
of such an aId vultura with nothing more serious than a terrible
fnigbt. We of course pramised neyer ta stray from home again;
and aur mothen, rightly judging that wve hiad already beau suffi-
ciently punistiec for aur little escapade, forgave us for aur disne-
gard of baer injuniction.

Sebastian, amerged from the kitchen with face and liands
tolerably dlean. Our two hired men macle their appearance, aud
in accordanca with the demacratic usages of the country wa aIl
sat dawn ta dinnen toguthur. Wbeu my fathier asked a blassing
upon thea faod of wbich wa wvare about ta, partake, aur guest
inclinad bis bead naverently, aud thnaugbout the îvbale, progress
of thesa ieh mauifasted a propriaty and decorum such as cauld
scarcelyr bava beau expectad fnom a persan of bis habits and mode
of life. People of mare fastidious tastes tIssu wv. ware iaigbt,
penhaps bave takan exception ta bis soiled, graasy sheepskin
tunic, as a garb flot quite appropniata for the dinner-tabie; and
bis baie neck sud breast would not hava shown ta advantage
at a fashionable club; but his manner of conducting bimsalf
at tabla was centsîuly more in keapiug with thse usages of civil.
ized life tIssu was that of the two Jebusitical- chawbacons who
dined with us.

Wheu dinner wss over, Sebastian sud my fatlier ligbted their
pipes, and sat clown in the porch to enjoy a smaka, in tIse caurse
of wbicb the former recountad bis adventures subsequant to tlîe
tima of Mas pantin g from us an tise niglit of aur arrivaI. 1 at
finst saated myself beside tham, witb eye audas open ; but My
fathar, thiuking it not unlikely that soma af tIse datails migbt
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