
THIE NEW BIRTI.

most as the seed grows up to its appointed beauty. Yet

1 believe that, even in such cases, if we cou id understand
the full working of the soul, we should find here, as else-

-where, what is called the new birth, which is the passing
from the earthly or natural state to the spiritual or heaven-
ly. It n'ay take place very early and very gradially btt

1 think that it is not the less real. The life of the spirit
is not that to which we are first born, but the life of the

flesh. The second man, and iiot the first, is the Lord
fromn heaven. When Christ is formed ini the sou],' it is
the redemption of the soul from the natural earthly influ-
ence. If il; is eflècted be-fore that influence has brought
degradation, the thanksgiving to God may be greater, but
it is not l.ess a redernption.

llpon this subject, however, I woffld not dispute. Such-
instancei are as rare as they are blessed. With by far the
greater part of the humnii fainily, the experience 's very
différent and far more, painful. We flnd ourselves laden
with sins, we scarcely know how. We are walking in a
wrong direction, alrnost before we have thonglit whither-
the path leads. Our flrst serious thoughts of heaven are
awa-kened, by our seeing that our faces are flot turned
heavenward. It is the restlessness of the sou] under the
bondage of sin, that arouses us to assert its true dignity.
Through soine humna» agency, or through the working of
our own mind, God speaks to us, and if we heaxken, theý
conflict begins, the resuit of which is properly called a'
deliverLnce and a victory.

The proof of Regeneration is in the Jife. IlLet 110 man-.
deceive you ; he that doeth righteousness is righteous,.

even -as he is righteou-s.-" It >is not ini professions, nor ini

ecsta.sies, nor ini flaming zeal, ranch less in the seif-riglit--


