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Peregrinus or Proteus, who seenis to have deceived the
Christians of that tinie into a higli opinion of his sanctity.
The accotint of their habits thus incidentally given by
the satirist, is valuabie; for it is not that of a friend, and
therefore cannot be suspected of partiality.

"lAbout this time it was," says lie,"I that he (]?eregrinus)
Iearned the %vonderful wisdom of the Christians ; being

iiitiniately acquainted. with. their priests and scribes. In
a very short timae he convinced them that they were al
boys to, hini; becanie their prophet, their leader, their
grand president, and in short ail in al] to. them. ne ex-
plained and interpreted mnany of their books, and wrote

soine hitnself; isoinucli that they looked. upon him as
lheir legisiator and bigh îlriest; nay, alniust worshipped
hirn as a god. Their leader, whvlom they yet adore, was
crucified iu Palestine for introduciug this newv sect. Pro-.
teus -%vas on this account cast into prison, and this very
circurnstance was the foundation of ail the conseque.nce
and reputation which. le afterwards gained, and >of that
glory which lie had always been so arnbitious of; for
whien he xvas in bonds, the Christians, considering it as a
calamity affecting the commnon cause, did everything in
their power to release hum, which, Nvhen they found im-
practicable, they paid him ail possible deference and re-
specit; old woi-nen, widows, and orphans, were continual-
ly crowdiug to him, some of the most principal of them
even remained with him in the prison, having bribed the
keepers for that purpose :there were varied suppers broLiglt
in to thein; they read their sacred books together, and
the noble Peregrinus, for so lie was thien cailed, was dignifi-
ed by thern with the titie of the new Socrates. Several
of the Christiýan deputies from the cities of Asia, came to


