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YBE GOTTAGD RETREZAY . - - : RESERNE

trnuquii asthe dawn of day,:that. Marion sat’

alone.in her bower, contemplating the works
of Nature, which were so plentifully bestowed
in all she saw and heard. “ How greatare thy
works, 0! Providence,” said she, “ yet how
seldom do we Tefleet upon.Thee s or, indeed
upon the source from which our greatest com-
foris flow.” "As she sat ruminating on the
events of her life, and endeavoring to scan
with anxious-thought, the hopes and fears of
the future, she thought she heard a faint
seream in the direction of the stream ; she lis-
tened a moment,—another yet louder, met
her ear; and also the sound of an unknown
.voice. “She hastily turned her eyes in the di-
rection from whence the noise proceeded, and
‘beheld her litile sister dripping with wet, in
‘the arms of a stranger, who, on seeing Mari-
-on bowed, and politely requested to know if
they were not oceupants of the Retréat ; and
also if he could be of any service it assisting
Kliss Melville to convey the -almost lifeless
ITellen to ber home. Marion assented, as it
.was some distance 1o the cottage, and follow-
cd the youthful stranger with mingled feel-
ings of gratitude and admiration ; and could
not but confess that she had never yet seen
beaaty and politeness so conspicuously blend-
e as was in the form aud features of this in-
esting young man. ‘They soon reached the
. where Hellen was laid on a sofa and
ssary restoratives immediately appli-
ner kind governess, she soon recovered
io relate her unlucky adventure. It
anpoared she had beea wandering aboul in
i and woods adjacent, gathering peb-
i the streamy and wild-flowers that
fast withering, and was in the act of
ing the stream 10 regain her sister’s bow-
when she heard a step behind her and on
ning quickly to sce what it was, her foot
ped from the small tree that was thrown
oss for the convenience of the young la-
Cihwsy and she fell in the stream; her clothes
Loing entengled in somebushes that grew near
the hank, it might have proved a watery grave
for the gay Hellen, had it not been for the
ready assislance of the youthful stranger, who
happened to be passing with his dog and gun
in quest of guoe.  Mr. Melville carnestly

thauked him for his tinely assistance, and ri- |.

sing, led the way to the music-room, and re-
quested Marion to play some of her favorite
airs.  She quickly complied with his request
and seating herself at the piann, commenced
seme ftalian airs which she executed with
preni teste, It need notbe said that she yyish-
. od to cppear at least pleasing in the ¢ffes of
* the strunger, and it was evident - she had sue-
- ceeded 5 as those orbsspoke volumesas he ga-
zed upon the form, before him, and watched
her fingers as they wandered up and down the
instrument! with whatevident pleasure did
he watch the varying color of her cheek, and

the swéet expression of her ‘dark eyes as she

arose and’ séated herself near'the window....,
‘Pliey conversed upon various subjeets until
the stranger arose o depart.” Mr. Melville po-
litely requested him 16 coll again; the stran-

.gerreplied that” he felt- himself honored. and

should comply: with the request, left his card
and withdrew. - . -
LaunenTio FiTzroy was.the only son of

‘a wealthy country gentleman, residing about

three miles from the Retreat. Our young he-
ro was the life and delight of his aged parents.
He had been carefnlly educated under the in-
struction of the best of teachers, and great care
had been taken by his affectionate mother to
instil into his youthful mind the morals and
prineiples of true religion. His disposition
was of rather a pensive turn, fond of retive-
ment, and particularly fond of reading.. His
countenance presented features of noble con-

struction ; his manners were engaging, from
his naturally elegant and decided character,

refined by the feelings and education of 4 gen~
deman. Therecould be but little doubt that

an_individual thus preposszessing, would be

| preferred by a supertor mind, particularly one

of taste and sentiment.  Time rolled on, du-
ring which various opportunities offered for a
further cultivation of that friendsbip - which
had been so providentially contracted; and
they were mutually embraced by the members
of the different faniilies, but more particularly
by Marion and Laurentio. ‘Their {requent
meetings at length settled into a firm and de-
voted affection. ~ Better than a year had now
elapsed since Fitzroy’s introduction 10 the Re-
treat—a year which had been spent by the
younger metbers of the families, in various
scenes of pleasure and aimusement. Sabbath
after Subbath might the youthful group be
seen winding their way up the hill that led to
the village chiureh, aud very often guiding
their light canoe along the placid stream with
their hook and line, in search of the liule trout -
that played about the tranquil water; whale
evenings would they spend in the summer-
house, accompanied by their guilar and harp.
What moments of enraptured bliss! and what
rgndered the bower doubly dear to them was,
that -
-1t wosthe first Joved epnt,
Their youthful eyes had over met.” .

1t happened that Laurentin was obliged to
leave those scenes of pleasure, 1o attend to
some business of his father’s at the West In-
dies. It appears hie had formerly beena mer-
chant, carrying on exiensive bnsiness, and
when he left that place had.not altogetlier ¢lo-
sed,. for which reusoh his son was obliged to
commenee a journey which he could not an-
dertuke with. many feelings of, pleasuve, (it
could not be said with any,) "as on his retorn
he was to claim the blushing Marion for his
bride. fle departed, but not uniil many to«



