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Beng Sulcide of the great Japanese
Presgey A0 his wife has naturally im-

Mye}, com e pu.blie mind and caused
Pape, ment in the press. The daily
Worthy Vancouver have had note-
Suggestive editorials on
To the western mind the
repulsion amd revolt, espe-
m“"ﬂerti a. Ja]):':lnese method of self-
a gl‘ea’ Is: I thig case, associated with
%irit of‘lelasur.e of admiration for the
oya]ty 1eroic, though mis-applied,
Whigr 211 devotion to a fellow mortal
thiy t!pheea(ls 2 man to leave uninvited
ariOu;e Of. training and diseipline.
Ming) ferters comment on the
Vil gy i)(') athomless differences in the
ang S represented by the Kast
°St, and, jn effect, remind us
anq eveaSt is East and West is West,
Seemr the twain shall meet.”’ .
method bs to us that there is only one
cone“&bl Y Which the apparently irre-
o the Fe difference between the races
Sver ‘ast'em and Western world can
ﬂllenee: Obll_tel‘ate(l; and that is by in-
ing the acting upon their ideals. Dur-
Marye faSt &eneration Japan has made
x‘eﬁkone(us Progress in what is now
anq cong; ‘¢ world over as the methods
anq i”tffms of modern civilization,
the amna I8 now making big efforts in
¢ © direction. But much or the
Withgy, “"8€ in Japan has been from
10t from within—and all who
anq ¢ ee higher welfare of the world
‘1.11(1 pra Uman race at heart will hope
a Y that within the next genera-
f the Pan ang the other great nations
towg, a&st May make as great progress
Tigg; dssimilating the unexcelled
1 idea],

As they do so, the spirit of loyalty
and devotion which led General Nogi
and his wife to follow their Emperor
into the spirit world nced not be less
alive or less national; only it will be
otherwise directed, for it will be sub-
ordinate to a higher spirit which ree-
ognizes that all earthly kings and po-
tentates are only fellow mortals, under
heaven-ordained discipline, too; where-
as over all is the Alone-Enduring-One,
Whom Jesus Christ revealed to our
world as the All-loving Father.

The Christian ideal inspires the be-
lief that, notwithstanding the ways in
which man may abuse life, or theories
he may form or experiment with, as to
its basis, beginning, or development in
any one sphere, LIFE is the gift of
God; and as such is to be valued, and
if need be, endured with heroic pa-
tience till the summons comes to pass
hence.

The western mind reckons that the
person taking his own life often (where
mental derangement does not explain
all) acts a selfish and cowardly part.
Considering the grief and trouble that
usually follow to relatives and friends
left behind, this may be held to be a
fair and reasonable position—leaving
religion out of the question. But even
if our years and experience in this
world have not led us beyond the atti-
tude which holds life itself the Great
Enigma, man, we believe, shows a spirit
more heroic and godlier when he fol-
lows the example of the immortalized
Roman soldier at Pompeii who, amid
what may have seemed and sounded
like ‘‘the wreck of matter and the
crash of worlds’’ did not desert his
post.

At the same time, too, while we yield



