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tem, be comiplained, was radically wreng. A. S. Bond,
the. National Trust Company, gave details of a numlber
pieces ot property in the city which were overburdenied
h taxes resulting in a deficit. te the owners.

Individual citizens ot Winnipeg were aise priesent be-
a the. taxation commission. They ail statedi that pro-
tis were being overtaxed, while citizens flot ýwning land
off free fremi most of the taxes.
W. A. Irish, a contracter, declared he wouldi net buxld

v in the city eývvn if the property were given himi free.
is unfair," he argued before the commission, "that land

iers should be compelled te pay fer the educational sys-
i et the province while those net owning property are
e te obtain the benefits free."

On behiaif ot clients, J. A. Mlachray, K.C,, placed
tistical tables before the board showving the various re-
ms and taxes derived f rem different properties througli-
Winnipeg,.
T. L. Hartley, of the Northern Canadian Mortgage Ce.,

1I that unleas taxes went down rents would increastq. In-
ie taxation s;hould be establishbd by both the provinc-e
the. Dominion, which would relieve the property taxz[rion,

sald.

SIJ3ERIAN TRADE NOT PRACTICABLE

keoa.»af Conditions are at lPrelient Too Disorganized te.
Permit of P>rofitable Business Being Carried On1

ÎE Canadian Ekenemic Commission, which lias beeni in-
vestigating Siberlan ' cnditions reports that it is impos-

e te develop active trade with Siberia under present poli-
,I and transportation conditions. The werk et the coin-
slon in Siberia lias been cempleted, but a final meeting
b. held seon in Ottawa. The chairman, Col. J. S. Dennis,
already lett for Canada, and the. other members are alse
iing soon, with the, exception of Mr. A. D. Braithwaite,
) bas gente te Omsk te study financial conditions. Cein-
itlng on the decision, the. chairnan snys it is useless te
ànue the. existence of the commission merely as a forward-
ag.ncy for erders ot geods required by the. Siberian

ýply Co., which has been appointed sole agents for the.
eadia and British governments. Anyway, the company

Ifis mnable te purchase merchandise in Canada or Great
ýa owing te the imPossîblllty ot shipping inland despite
tact that Siheria lias a markiet et $100,000,O0( for Cana-
il and Britishi goods. The. unsettled linancial condition ot
country and the, finances of co-operative concerns make it
essary thnt the. Siberian Supply Ce. furnish credit in the.
ribution ef gooda. The. commission lias exhaustive re-
ts pr.pared on all phases et thu trade question.
Wrlting recently te The Vonclary-% Tim<cs, Mr. L. D, Wil-
I, lstely Canadian trade commlslener at Viadivobtok,

the present trade situation
f all kinds et manufactured
'way transport into the, in-
ig stock and the. poor state
)ue factors te b. cousider.d
resteration et 8ibenla, The.
have crippled the. economie
's are reluctant te bring in
exchange they receive onir

et a in respect to, natural conditions and resouces. Siberia,
therefore require-s the assistance of Canadian engineers and
technical mien and the equipment, machinery and mateniais
which are mianuf iaued in Canada te meet conditions similar
te those prev'aîling in tid country. The appointmnent of the
Canadian Ecoioniie Commission te Siberia has created a very
good im-pression amiong> commercial and professiona1 circles.,
supplementing as it does our miiitary effort. Enquiries are
being received at this office f roma officiai. bodies, co-operative
and private undertakînigs regarding the ability of Canada te
supply agricuiturai miachinery and implements, seeds-, rail-
way and mining equipmient, hardware articles and -arm
clothing, tootwear, etc. Two of the chief obstacles which
have te be ov ercome in connection with the shipment of goods
te Siberin are ocean transport and finance. The former is a
problem which is being soived troim Canada. In regard te, the
latter a difliculty is experienced in adjusting the terras upon
whicii Siberian imnportinig organizations wish te purchase and
those stipuiated 1by the Canadian shipper. The importer as;
a 1-Ule desire., tii lace a deposit of say from, 25 te 30 per
cent. with the order in a local bank, pnyment ef the whole
amou0Lnt, Of the order beinig made on deiivery ef shipping docu-
mients at Vldvse.The developinent, ef bankinig tacilities
te) cater more te the .vishes ot reliabie importing erganiiza-
tiens is one et the chief questions te be considered in conne-
tien with Canjadianl economie relief iii Siberia.

"In order te, previde tonnage for return cargees and te
aýssist in, stabiiizing the exchanges, a market must b. tound
for such products as Siberia can' offer at the presenit timie.
Canada should be able te purchase sucli produets as hides and
akins, furs, bnisties, wool, etc. By se doing they will be pro-
meting' trade relations between the two counitries and widen-
ing the market for Canadian geeds.

"Siberia is a country with a p)opulation et 10,50o,00 and
la practically dependent upon outside sources fur rnanufactur-
ed goods. It should therefore be worth whule fer Canadians
te make an effort te ebtain their share et the trade with this
market and te do se, maY require ut least semae relaxation in
the conditions upon which experters have hitherto found it
possible te do business with tuis country."

INSURANCE CLAIMS TO AWAIT INVESTIGATION

A recommendation W .as submitted te the Montreal Cham-
ber et Commerce recently by the. Commission et Municipal
Affaire regarding the. investigation et lires, The Chamber
et Commerce decided te net upon this recemmendatien. Tii.
proposaI reads as feilows-

"The Commission ef Municipal Affaire, ut ter study et
the amelloratlons thnt the Fire Commiesioners et Montreai
have auggested brlnglng liet the tunctiening et that com-
mission, lias the houer et recommending te the Chambre de
Commerce thnt it declares itselt tavorably upon the toliow-
lng modifications.

"I. That the. fire insurance cempanies b. aliowed te
estabuleli the. daim for a lire enly atter haviag taken it
censideration the. report ot the Fire Commissioners' enquete
upon the. engin of the. lire, previded tint this euquete and
report be made within a determlned turne.

"2. Tint the, municipal administration be asked to have,
accordlag te need, one or several detectives present at the.
enquirles into the oengin of lires. The detectivos te be
speciallets, or at least te, be particularly cemipetent, lu ti
inatter.

"8. That the. municipal administration b. asked tp
designate ln oach station a fireman, if tirst aamong the firne
te arrive upon tue scene et a lire, who ceulci take aillsae
meule and make inquiries lu view et intorming the. Detective
Department."

A return tabied ta the
sent tlm. 2,766 policlea arE
the, Civil Service Insurance
vided being slightly la exe
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