
THE MO'NET

Iu cousiderlng the. colonies as a rand group, a division
inte three parts might bu matie on aceount ef geographicai
position, enigin et liues of travel andi iack et inter-colonial
trafic. The Bermudas andi Bahamas lie teý the north in
temperate anti serni-tropical waters, Jamaica andi de-
pend,eacies, Leeward and Wiudward Islands, Trmîaidt andi
Tobago, anti Barbadees lie te the south et Cuba, and British
Honduras anti British Guiaaa are et the. mainlanti et Central
andi South America. These tire, divisions, oue rnight say
four, as 1 do net -know that the, Bermudas and the. Bahamas
have rnuch in cemmon, differ, te a certain extent, lu feeling
and thought. Thnt each colouy has a distinct government
bas net made for cemmunity feeling in the past, but te-day
it is reallzed. by ail that, in the deveiopmeut ef the. future,
there is 'ne room. for, petty jealousies. In this article where
the. terin West ladies is useti generally, it la intendeti ta lu-

* clude in its meaning British Guiaua, Britishi Honduras, the.
Bahamas sud Bermuda. I belleve that the. materîal ýpros-
perity anti the. political welfare et Canada wili be lncalcuinbly
benefiteti by the. tedeiration et the British West Indues withCanada. I wili go fartiier and, uay that 1 believe it wouid bean errer ef the gravest magnitude on the, part of Canadian
statesmen uhouid they £ail te grasp this epportunity-now,
when the time lu prepiîius, as it may neyer be again-of
obtaining se much at a cost et -sO littie. By the. inclusion
et thes. colonies in tiie Canadian confederation Canada wilieniarge lier spbere et immediate influence te the ixorth-est
shore et South Arnerica.

Lesving eut the Bermudas, which lie, te the. north, these
islands from offý the. soutiiera ceaut ef FIentda extent in aregular sud almest equaiiy spaceti chain acroe the Caribbean
Sea, bieckading the mouth ot the. Gli et Meico and theentrance te tiie Painama Canai. Their enormous strategic
value is visible at a glauce, Their commercial valu. iscalculable whea on. considers the. tact tint tiiey lie right
across the tirade routes te the great Arircan ports on the
Gulf ceaut, the, oaiy important sea ports et entry te the.
Mexican repubiic, anti the. Panama Canai, tire. arterles oftrade stiil iu thelir iufancy, but even now by ne maeans
negligible. To the. people et these shores anti along the,Spaniah Main, Canada's commercial possibilities aud iii-dusttries are unknown. Tii. very name signifies netbing tethem. On one occasion 1 wiuhed te send a cable freux au
important clty iu Central Aneirica te Canada. Tii. local
manager te this day, I arn sure, beli<evs "there lu ne suchcountry." It was net in bis books, anti it was oniy witiimucii bead-siiaking sud fears expresseti that h. peirmitteti
me te psy fer a cable te British North Amrneica.

Would Mtess More Stearnship Subsidies
Tii. Act ef Federatien, bowever, must b. aocompanied,

by the. provision et transportation, Canada must supply
tiransportation, sud abundaut transportation, <or the. whole* nhexnet ofederatien fails through. One stesmsbip coin-
pany, as iu the. past, would have te be subventioneti. I feelconfident tiiat Canada weuld receive a retn lu business
sud from uew fields open for intiustry tuat weuld well eut-
welgh the. moaey speut lu subvention. It is xnderstood,how.
ever,~ that a line et regular sailings would bave te b. estab..
lisheti et fast vespis, properly equippeti by refrigerater orcolti-air procesu, te deliver tropical produce st Canadian
ports. lui perfect condition, lu tact, the.' geverument might
b. wel¶i advised te eperate some of the shlps, uow building
te it. erder, on this route, where tbey wouid act as valuable
feeders te tue government railways.

A gireat deal of tirade between Canada snd the. Westluttes couiti b. carrieti on by mailing vessels. Of tiiese, tue
colonies now have s considerable urber plying lu inter-
insuisir tirade sud te tue mainlanti. Tii. temolition ot eus-
toms bannier, sud the. establishmnent of a regtilar channel
ef tirade betweeu Canada anti the. West Indies wenid ineax
that fhes. vessels would foilow that channel. Tt would mesu
the. establishment of.& bealtiiy merchaut marine for Cand
witbout the. need ot subuidies, sav. eue, bonuse., or~ cern-
plicated siing laws. Tt would niesu ineresng the angle
et every Canadian's peint et view, anti Canadians, wshuie
brosteieulg tbhi mtinds in the pursuit ef Qew business,
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wouldý bring te the knowledge of millions of other Yfindu
what Canada is capable of andi is doing. I amn nt em-
phasizing in this article the coilateral benefits that will
accrue to Canadian commerce, once establisheti in the West
Indies, through nearness te markets net under the Býtish
flag. That they wiil bc many no one can gainsay, and-hey
are well worth considering.

I would net wish te damage whatever force there ay
b. in these arguments by enthusiastically proclaimig bhat
it iu a finisheti empire that is proposeti by federation t dd
te the Dominion of Canada. It ia net. Somne of the ,celnes
are prosperous and otheru net. But the "stuif" iu thre.
The British West Iadies and possessions have every naturai
resource that Canada bas net. Soie may say that CanRda
han sufficient ta do te develop ber own resources. hti
true for the present, perbaps, but it wili net b. true alws.

It is generaily adniitted in the West Indies that tire
la a veiry strong feeling among them la favor ef federaton
with Canada,' Many smail things would have to be discuied
andi agreed on, but, in thie main, the cry lu, "Give us trn-
portation.' Lot this want b. supplieti. Both contract g
parties wiil îmmediately benelit by the expansion ef tirae,
andi the development ef the natural resources ef these co-
enieu wiIl corne, inexorably, in the fullness ef time.

The. West Iadies are by ne mxeans wild a~nd uncivil i
countries, noir are they inhabitefl, even in part, by savage
or turbulent people. In tact, speaking generally, their cÏi
lization antedates that of Canada. The people are k1,cm
law-abidiug andi reigious. They are intensely loyal, as tlicr
behavior during the great 1cçrar well displayed, but the. feeling
has existed for a long tinie,. and lu growing day by dy
that the British West Indies, for their sul's sake as Iwl
as the welfare of their industries, must associate themseles
witb some stroag and progressive nation. England, te whon
they naturally woulti look for encouragement of their iadus-
tries and provision of capital, iu a long way off. The Briis
West Indies believe, andi with reason indisputably, that thei
Interests would be better protected hy having their "hig
command" in clouer touch with the. country. . . .ITt
saiti on ail sides that some steps must b. talcen, federatio
with Canada if possible; if net, annexatien te the. Unite
States. The United States bave already taken over tbe Danis
West Indies andi the islanti of Porto Rico. 1 would ask ever
Canadian, in whose iernory thie, te Canada, calamitous e
cisions et the .Ashburten Treaty, deaiing with wiiat is no
the. State ot Maine, and the. Alaskan Boundary Commnission,
still rankie-is Canada ta loue this opportunity also-?

It needs no imagination te see the. atvantage that would
accrue te Canada in having as an integirai part ot her Do..
minion a tiepartment ranging in climate froin semi-tropical
te tropical, with immense potentialities of resource, as well
as actual industries, producing those commodities for wbich
now Canada bas te go afielti. In the post-war perled, when
taxation wiii b. the. dominant problern in everybody's minti,
it lu weli ta caîculate the ativautage of retaiulug within the.
Dominion every mill of every dollar spent for the acquisi
tion et seine commodity againat the disadvantage ef per-
rnitting a large portion of that dollar ta go eut of the Do-
minion te enrich soin. fereign producer, middtlernan snd
carrier.

Canada needu tiiese colonies. I have saiti that before,
and I repeat it, net te start a sentence, but for tiie sake o
eniphasis, Tt is net te be inferred, bowever, that Canads's
commercial activity wlll b. greatly affecteti by the. acquisi-
tion of the same new, or even ln the. next ten years. But
Canada rnay b. able te join *ith these colonies now, andi
on easy termis, tee, andi ah. wll net bc able te do soin ten
years' Urne. Tii. day will surely come wheu Canada, te
rnaintain lber commercial supremey i semne flue of manu-
facture or another, wll be forceti te look for the. ativantage
ef tirawlug ber raw material frein bier own boundaries.
Whether she will find this ativantage depentis on us. Ohn
wbether we bave foresight enough te look ov'er the pile of
business on otir front deorstep, whlcii 1 grant~, isbg euou<ii
te bili the. shortsighted, towsrti tiie ie wben Canadian
industry will bu woticing at "capacity losti."


