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support the ninister of nîiitia in
the measures lie can safely be
counted upon to introduce for the
benefit of the force.

The destruction of the old Alert
at Quebec the other day by per-
mission of the department of ma-
rine was an act of national van-
dalism for which there is no excuse.
It is astonisbing that an outcry
was flot raised to save the historical
old craft froni destruction, and it is
flot surprising that the British ser-
vice papers express their indigna-
tion at the way the destruction of
of the British ship which liad the
honor of getting nearer to the north
pole than any other vessel, was
accomplished. The Uited Service
Gazette contains a sample expres-
sion of indignation.

Our well-known contemporary.
remarks :

" It is not without a strong senti-
ment of regret that it is learnt that
the Alert, one of the most fanxous
of the many vessels that have been
engaged in Arctic exploratory sur-
veys, an historie ship, has sailed
lier last voyage and beconie the
prey of fiames-not accidentally,
but intentionally applied. Pur-
chased at auction. for less than
/ î,ooo from thc Caniadian oen
ment a few weeks ago hy a slip-
builder of Quebec, the Alert was
beadhed on the Beauport shoals, iin
Quebec harbor, by her purchaser,
and after being dismantled was
fired for the sake of her old metal.
There is a strong feeling that some
better use could have been founid
for a vessel to which so0 yinail-
terestiîxg nmefiories attached. She
came into possession of the Cana-
dian governiment sonie ten years
ago, when she was presented by the
British authorities for use by Can-
ada in exploring, with a view to
ascertaining the practîcability of
the navigation of Hudson Straits.
On this expedition she was cauglit
in an icc-floe for nearly a month,
but escaped serious danger.

"The Alert possessed the record
of having anchored in lat. 82 deg.,
or nearer to the pole than any other
ship. At this timie she fornied part
of the Nares polar expedition of
18 75 and 18 76, and was cornmanded
by Captaiîx (now Admirai) Sir G.
Nares. lier sister ship wvas the
D;scovery. For over four months
the inembers of tijis expedition
îîever saw the sun. They readhed
the grave of Capt. F. C. Hall, of
the United States ship Polaris, and
erected a nieinorial plate over it.
The return of the two slîips to
Soutlisea gave risc in England to
quite a national ovation, l11 1883
the Alert, having been foiund so

well adapted for navigating the
Arctic seas, was borrowed from the
British adniralty and thoroughly
refitted by the commission appoint-
cd in 1883 by the United States
congress to arrange the expedition
for the relief of Lieut. Greely and
party. It is rcmembcred that this
was the expedition whidh readhcd
Lieut. Greely and the survivors of
bis party when they wcre ail on
the point of succumbng to famine
and cold, baving subsisted for over
a month on nothing but lichens
and boiled strips of scalskin. The
Alert was the supply boat of the
expedition.

" The welcome that awaited her
on ber return to the United States,
with the seven survivors and the
bodies of the cighttecn who had
perished of Grcely's party, wîil not
soon be forgotten. Had the rescue-
ing party arrived at Greely's bead-
quarters a few hours later not one
of them would have been found
alive. Had the old slip been pre-
served as a relic of thc past, it
would have given satisfaction to
many ; and it is thou-ht that thc
Canadiani govcrnmcnt miglit have
found bier a berth, for it is recog-
nized that, after the experience
gained in the case of the Foud-
royant, nîo individual would have
becu likely to take up the Alert as
a speculation. 1

We hope that it rnay inot be too
late yet to recover at least sonie of
the metal fittiîigs of the Alert as
souvenirs of the brave oîd ship.
Relics of the Alcrt would be well
worthy a place in soine of our
îîuinerous young yet promnising
public inuscunis.

There lias been an excellent illus-
tration given ini Montreal latcly of
thc absurdity and injustice of sonie
of the comparisons which thc lay
papers are so fond of making ini
connection with iniilitia mnatters.
A certain sensational paper, dis-
cussing the resignation of an offi-
cer from one of the local regiments,
laulicbcd out inito an invidious coin-
parison bctwcen the present state
of the gallant corps in question and
its condition sonie years ago, the
object being to indicate a falling off
in the efficiency of the corps and tô
discrcd it the present comniand ing
officer. All that it is liecessary to
say as to the justice ofthte coin-
parison is to reniark that officers
and meni of the regiient are alike
iindignanit at the comparisou. It
lias been bard wvork to keep the
corps up to its higli standard of
cfficiency, but that has been due to
nuiinerous retiretuents of officers

and non-coms sucli as take place in
every regiment in the service soine
tume or another. It is to be hoped
that the papers will some day see
that the ever recurring attempt to
discuss the private affairs of regi-
ments is as once ridiculous, un-
patriotic and positively indecent,
for they cannot have thorough in-
formation on the points they pre-
tend to discuss.

O;orrespondeiuce.

WOODSTOÇK, Oct. 23, 1895.
'Jo the Editor of ILirAity GAZETTE. Montreal

Dear Sir.-In your issue of Oct. i çh
1 notice j correspondence bas sent you
the names of the flrst Wimbledon teamn
Of 1873.

1 have in rny possession a pho tograph
of the Canadian leam at Wimbledon in
187 1, and I have since interviewed one
of the members of that teanm, one who
was the father of rifle sbooting in this
district, and who had m-uch to do with
the organisation of a Canadian Wimble-
don team.

1 now enclose a letter and also a list of
the names of soine of those on the team
which may be of interest to the readers
of your vatuable paper.

I remain, yours sincerely,
FRED. W. MACQurJEEN,

Major 22ind I3att.

WOODSTOCK, Oct. 13, 1895.

My dear Major MacQueen.--As you
have called mv attention to an almost
forgotton affair, allow me to say that the
frst suggestion of a Canadian represent-
ation at Wimbledon came fromn myseif in
the cclumans of my paper. It came to
me in this way: our mutual friend For-
tesque Graham, Esq., then resident in
England, wvas good enoug;h to send me
inl 187o a sn-all brochure-a highly inter-
esting account of the experience and per-
formance or an English team that had
competed in Belgiurn. At that time, be-
in., an cnthusiastic amateur shot and a
ruember of the Dominion and Ontario
Rifle Association, 1 brought the nmatter up
at the meeting of the latter and wvas
strongly supported by the late Col.
Skinner of the i 3th Batt. The idea wvas
not encouraged by the president, who
thought sucli a step should proceed fr=m
the Dominion Association. At the meet-
ing in Ottawa, Col. Skinner and myseif
urged the project ; on the strength of
Col. Skinner's offer to raise the funds ne-
cessary for the expense of the team he
was allowed to proceed. A circular enun-
ated froin the association, eschewing al
responsibility as to expense submtiei1 to
the varîous Ontai io local rifle associations,
four naines asking for a choice as to the
gentleman who shotîld take charge of the
team and assume the responsiity. Col-
Skmnner, whose naine stood second on
the ist, %vas a country gentleman and
having made an offer of a most gracious


