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TTu G, said Bryan, for the first-time - ad~’
dressing thw-old woman, who eat a "silent histener
in. the chitnaey-corner, ¢Cauth, have you any-

have 1sn’t Balf ;good enough for him:?
i Comth)? repeated:Shaun
iutimatiofi of. anotlier ‘being presen
Camth, 3f Ws o fair questien P -

thino for Shaun 1o eat.aud drink?—the best you-|'ration ™ 3 dut ‘ ‘
«."|'the more plainly and--the more earnestly of the

t, ‘an’ ‘who is

Bryan would bave been puzzled to answer, but
Cauih relieved him 'of the task. ¢ Ong that
kuows you well, Shaun, ‘and danced many’s the
fime 10 your music years and years agoite, near
the foot of Shivvenamon, exstward.” ‘There was
an evident sltempt at disguising the voice, but 1t
conld unt deceive Shoun. THe started, turned
Lis liead quickly towards the speaker, and said in
a voice very different from bis vsual tone :

: Rlievenamon t un—ne—nol there! The Lord
seve ue all ! what brings you here—all the way
from

+ Sit over and take some breakfast) said
Cauths quickly ; ¢ there’s a cup of tay that’ll do
vour culd heart sood, and some white bread from
the big house. God’s blessin’ on the giver, and
that’s young Alrs. Tsmond hersell.  Coume,
Frisk, good doy, here’s some cowld stirabout for
gon, and milk, 100, my poor fellow.’

e omik an't as pleaty with you now, wy
wiman, as 1t used to be,” said Shawn i a low
voice a Bryan pluced hine ai the little table. A

cliange bad come over his buoyanl spint that

even the snowa of age could not chill, aed Skaun
was many degrees paler than when he entered
the coltage, whils the happy snle had vapished
fram bis fave.
ips wineh be did not care to speak, and troubled
airmories were gvidently at work in his uswally
traneguil i,

Couth, too, appeared il at ease, watching the
piper’s face with a keen scrutimzing glance, and
kg fearlully as often as he apened his lips to
sprak.  Bryan notced alf this, and when Shaun,
hiving finished his seant breakfast. abserved that
it was time for tun Lo be moving, the old an
rose with alacrity, saying that ke ought to be on
the Rock long ago, there was always so muck to
be dene tiere and only bim to'do it.

As the twa oldd meu left the cottage together,
Cauth foliowed  thew to the door. *So you’ré
gon’, Shann, withaut as inuch as sayin’ ¢ (God be

“with yeu

1 dee are aod oo | owas, said be, turping back
Lis head. "Wall, (Gml e with you 5” but he did
not offer his hand, ¢ Will you keep my sayeret &7
whisperst Canth, ¢ for God's sake dof! ¢TI will
—{dod gy yon And Shaun was gone.

( T be continued,)

TUHE PANGERS OF THIE PRESENT
TIMES.
(From the Lenten ludull of the Right Rév. Reverend
James ficwa, D.D., Bishop of Shrewsbury )

It requires but hite observation, and a slender
pcquaintance with what is passing around us, to
satisfy every thoughtful mind that the great ef-
fort by which the evil one is strerving o accom-.
plish Ius malictous purposes at the present wmo-
ment, both in reard o individual souls, and to
the world in general, is by increasing ard estab-
lishing as far ax pa-sible a disregard for the prin-
viple of authorny. e keows full well, that, es-
actly m proportion ax wen are drawn away from
authoruty, so wili the pride of their hearls expand.
ansd e sell sufficioey  witl tead them on iata
every dusger. By destroying all reverence for
that authority which Christ established, he is
able also to set up ius owa kingdom, and to ealist
ioto s service ali ibose who are weak enough to
be enspared by that coufideace in thewr own wis-
dom, with which he w=pires (hem, and that secu-
rity in the guidance of tieir own Judgment, with
which he flatters ther.

But, beloved bu'ﬂ---.:'s. Wl yey nay see how
this mischiel is wotkore aronnd you, and that
you uay be warned by ibe misfortune of others
apainst a danger which way perchance ere |ony
avsail yoursulves, we woull cemad you of that
which every day wituesses iu ihis our unhappy
country. Separated as it was three 'cenluries
ago from the Catholic Cuwwrch, breaking away
from the culy safe anclirage, the rock of Peter,
it has been drifted ouwssis, from gulf to golf—
tessed aboul by every wind of doctrine, till as
fast 11 o~ bastening with fatal rapidity to that
devpest and most deadly abiyss—the abgss of in-
fidefity. "Those who profess 1s be s teachers,
are dwided umong themselves iutn a thousand
varieties of opinion; the clicfs among them
have agreed 10 abaodea the vers essential truths
of Christanity 3 aud now, asaf ta close the sad
eareer of their wandeiingy, and Lo descend into
e fuwest Jepths of unbelief, they publicly ques-
tton. and as publicty deny the divine truth, and
the iuspired leaching of the Scriptere isell. —
Thus is the belief in revelation wprooted, znd
the very basis of rehgion ruined and destroyed.

But it is wotin our own cuuatry alone that
tliese Jamentable results have Toliowed from the
rejection of authorty. Tt bhas lony been the
misfortune of Germany, the cradleof the so-
called Relormation, to take the lead also wn en-
conzaging and diffusing the principles ol infidelty.
The evils ocearioned indeed by Voltaire and his
followurs 1n the last century, fearful and gigantic
as they were bore but little comparison with the
«ad fruits-whicl lmve followed, and are still fol-
lowing, from the spread of German rationalism..
Wath its sublle insmuations, its professed learning,
its hoasted researches, this pestilent system s
corrupting Thousands of souls,and blighting every
wirtuous prineiple in the hearts of sits innmmnera-
hle followers. In the colleges and uviversities
“of Pintestant Germany it may be said to reigo
suprente ;—and  from them 1l 1s sending ‘forth
throngh that country, and through the world, 1ty
infarnnus: publications, tainting the sources of
kunwledge, and infecting with its fatal poison
every chunnel of informatian. - "The evils to which:
wp have ahove alluded, 4s- now more publicly
mamicsiing themselves in this country, “have long
exi=ted in Gerinany-;" there they ' have longsiace
Yoaitaiued their leacful-'matoriy, they have long
ago leen yieldmyg their accursed frst, in the
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baun, catching at this . ﬁré!,l

Words scemen] hovering on lus
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rpose, however,  in alluding )
ubjects is-not-so much to’ point:out thetr

0
painful's

'sad resulls, as to warc’ you against the'cause

which has produced them. -As that:cause seews
to-be pressing nearer and nearer to-us.in ils ope-
‘ration*so must. it be our duly to admonish you

danger which is at hdnd.' Now what 1s that
‘cause to which we refer?: - Whence spring
these evils, so fatal, and so vast, against which
we desire so anuiously to guard you. _

Without enlermg into the question further
than the present occasion will conveniently allow,
we way-at once affirm that the parent-of -all this
accursed brood, this loss of faith, this rational-
tsm, this infidelity, is the ascribing to the reason
of man powers and rights which God has not
given to it. ;
bewg vouchsafed to bestow upon us the gift of
reason, He bestowed it for His vwn purposes,
and He gave it in such measure and with such
powers as He thought fit to confer. . In one man
He has bestowed it with greater capabilities, 1n
another with less; but in all it is Fis gift. Ttis
ao natural right, no essential .prerogative, result-
ing from the nature of things. - It is but” one of
those many favors, which we have received, with
our hemg itself - from the band of God.
follows its dependence ; hence the limitation of
its power. As il came to us by the free dispo-
sal of God—so must it in all things be subject to
Him by whom it is bestowed. Had reason been
given to us so that we could fathom every mys-
tery, solve every problem, and measure every
truth as it is in itself, absolutely and completely,
we should have been no longer creatures but
gotls, we should have been not the subjects but
the rquals of our Almigity Creator,

Nuw, beloved brethren, tt 1 precisely because
they wish to give to reason this undee pre-emi-
nence, because they wish to-withdraw it from
that subjection which belongs to it m its very
arigin, that the false teachers of the day are led
away from faith and from truth, into every excess
of error and infidelity. The only authority which
they admit is the hght of their own reason—
therr anly guide the working of their owa minds,
admtting only such conclusions, and adopting
onty such inferences, as may salisfy thewr judg-
meunt, aud may seem to thew to be correct, and
rational and true.  Under such a svstem it is not
difficult to understand how it happens that what
they call science takes precedeace of authority,
and the calculations of men are regarded as
safer and more deserving of credit than the teach-
ing of revelations.

“Beware (hen, beloved bretbren, of the first
approach of such fatal delusions. Tet not the
pride of your intellect, or the flattery of others,
enspare your better judgment. Conscious of
what you are, hmited beings, hmited in the facul-
ties of your mind no less than in the powers of
your body, cherish within you that bumble spirit
which bucomes creatures that bave been bt up
from the dust of the earth—that have been call-
ed out of nothing by the voice of your Creator.
Remember that it was the undue desire of know-
ledge that led to the first sin of our first parents
in DParadise, that 1t was the desire of becoming
like God, which opened the way to all those
evils whicl’ have since deluged the world. It
was the presumptuous pride of Adam which
caused the fall of himsell and all his race. Tn
the very pairs, and toils, and sufferings of hfe;
in the bitterness of your sorrow, and in the pangs
of disease and of death, you have a constant mo-
nitor before you, and within you, to warn you
aganst the deceitfulness of pride, whether it be
the pride of the body, in its .beauty and 1ts
comeliness, or the pride of the mind, in 1ls pre-
sumplion, its rashness, and its folly, ¢ The be-
ginning of the pride of man is to fall off from
Gud, because bis heart is departed from Him
tbat made him® —says the Sacred Seripture—
« for pride is the begionmg of all sin: he that
holdeth it shall be fitled with malediction, and it
shall ruin him in the end.”

What we have written may seem .perbaps to
apply onty to the Ingher and more educated
classes, and to be hut little suited to the ma-
jority of those whom we are addressing, whose
circumstances and occupations beloag to a differ-
ent position in life. And yet, beloved brethren,
it is for these especially that we have deemed it
pecessary (o enter upon the subject before us,
and to them we wmost earnestly wish to address
the warning which we bave already repeated.—
Tor the experience of every day too clearly
shows that the devil 1s seeking, at the present
moment, Lo spread the unsound principles and in-
fidel arguments to which we bave alluded, as
much amongst the lower, as amongst the upper
classes of sociely, Of tlus we have proof more
than sufficient 10 those impious publications whick
are circulated so cheaply and so ussiduously in
every direction,

As the result of sucl teaching, we are cou-
stantly horrified with those flippant assertions, as
crinmzl as they are absurd, which are now un-

fortunately become so common among our people

—thiat every one has a-vight o judge for himself
—and that 10 ore 1s bound to believe that which
hie does uot understand.  But, beloveu brethren,
you may rest assured without further arguinent
that the parties who hezard such foolish expres

sions asthese, betray a degree of walice or. of
ignorance which renders them at once undeserv-
ing of credit or attention. They do know, or
they cught to know, that in thewmselves, 1n _‘;he
and operation of their own being,
and in the countless works of nature around
them, there are presented at every step difficul-
ties which they canuot solve, secrets which they

.cannot fathiom—natural ‘inysteries which defy all

their scientific researches; and effectually bafile
all (beir most elaborate -inquiries. DBut 1f these
men, who will-believe nothing but what " they can
comprebend, nor admit anything which they can-
nat explain, are hopelessly puzzled, confounded,

‘and put to silence, by these simple_ facts, which:

tlus lower order of things, the mere order ‘of: nd-

‘ture, presents, what shall-wé think of -their pre-

sumption and their madoess, when they veature,-

‘upon these flmsy. grounds, to- question -.or- reject.
‘those:nobler and-sublimer’ truths, which -revela-

tion has propounded for our belef. If but one

When the beneficent Author of our

Hence |

and‘tpon * the shore, the mtimate :ii
f which ‘they'do not understand, ‘is -suffi-
cient 'to convict them of 1gnorance and of folly,
what must be -their recklessness. aand. impety,
when they :blaspheme "the  teaching of God, and
raise their puny voice against the sovereign de-
claration .of Eterpal Truth. 1o them indeed is
verified the word of the Psalmist, ¢Iniquity has

reason; which they extol, which they worship as
their God, .they stand ronvicted: for wheo she
has led them en by what she calls arguments, and
proofs, demonstrations, she brings thew at last to
the conclusion that there is a something above
those which they cannot reach, something around
them which they casnot penetrate, something
within them which they cannot = explain.—
To them may we address those words of Job:
“ Peradventure thou wouldst comprehend the
steps of God, and thou wouldst find out the
Almighty perfectly 7 ITe is higher than neaven,
and what wilt thou do ? e is deeper than hell,
and how wilt thou know 2°

We entreat you, therefore;, beloved bretbren,
to be much upon your guard, in these times,so
that you be uot led astray by the fallecies of pre-
tended science, nor by the bolduess of weak and
presumptuous reason., Liet each of these be
taught to keep within its own provinee ;. as the
servant of truth, not to lead 1t mto captivity—to
give additional beauty and brightaess to that
lamp, wiich God Himself bas enkindled —not to
extinguish 1t in the darkness of scepticism and
infidelity. Whilst you pursue, freely, if you will,
but prudently. the paths of knowledge, ever re-
member, as you travel onward through the won-
ders which God has scattered around you, that
there is One, whose ways are beyoud your search
and whose thoughts you cannot reach; and wheo
you meet Him thus, m all tlis works, but most
of all when you meet Elim in yourselves, ery out
with the Apostle: ¢ O the depths of the wisdem
and of the kuowledge of God! Utlow incom-
prehensible are his judgments, and how unsearch-
able lns ways! For who hath kuown the mind
of the Liord? or who hath been his counsellor 7
For of Ihun, and by Him, and in Him, are all
things ; to Him bde glory for ever. Amen.

‘Whilst we exhort you, beloved brethren, to
hold fast the faith which you have received, and
to cherish, asa thing of priceless value, the pr-
vilege you enjoy, of being members of ‘the Ca-
tholic-Church, we cannot but remind you also
again of your duty still to pray with {resh- fer-
vor, and unabating confidence, for the Supreme
Head of that Church on earth. Since we ad-
dressed you last Lent, another year has past
over Him, and 1t has lett Him as it found Ilim,
umaoved and uafailing ; with the same assurance
m the rectitude of His cause, and the same trust
in the protection of [lis Ieavenly Master. The
clouds that hang still around His throne, may be
less durl, and the storm which kad assailed Him
may have somewhat abated, but he stil needs,
and most justly claims, our temderest sympathy,
and our most lervent prayers.

IRISH I

NTELLIGENCE

IRISH DISTRESS.—DICCESE OF CLONFEXT.

(From the Lenten Pastoral of the Right Rev. Dr.
Derry Bishop of Clonfert.)

We bave neighbors to whom charity binds us, and
to them we are 10 manifest onr brotherly love, not
in word, but in work und truth. The distress which
prevails may by its intensity and eztent almost deter
us from attempting to relieve the sufferers. And it
is perfectly true that no amount of private alms that
can be calculated on will clothe the naked or feed
the hungry of this Diocese. We ro not in the habit
of revealing our ppverty to the world, and we may
not, therefore, be supposed te suffer from it as griev-
ously ea other Diocess in the West. By, if this ler-
ter of ours be read by these elsewhere whose sym-
pathy we dare appenl to, we enireat, Lhis time, for
onr wretchednessin Clopiert & Shace in their chari-
ties. OQur own personal knowledge, and the testi-
mooy of Parish Priests and Curates intimately ac-
quainted -with their respective flocks, are to the ef-
fect that, sicce the disastrous years of the famine—
perhaps even then —there was not such actual want,
nor were the prospects so dishearteniog. We do not
mean to enter Lere into a consideration of the causes
of this deplorable state. YWhatever’ they may have
been, the conaequeuces, us far a8 their mitigation
may depend on the Government or the- Legislature
or individuals, sbould be dealt with promptly.
Leaviog to others to indicate in detail the public
measures that should be taken, we implore of the
proprietors of land to act indulgently towards their
distressed tensnts; we beg of the wealthy in every
class to give employmeat to labourers, and we desire
to impress upon &ll who can alford to give alms to
be generous to thoss who cannot earn & livelibood.

DIOCESE OF CLOYNE.

(From the Lenten Pastoral of the Right Rer. Dr.
Keane, Bishop of Gloyne.)- )

We regret, beloved brethren, to be forced to zay,
that, Lent or no Lent, fasting wili be this year the
rule for the greater number of the weorking classes.
Undeniable proofs of geaeral and severe distress are
every day accumulating, Thre- successive bad har-
vegts and an unusually protracted continuance of
wet wenther have been deprived the poor of employ-
ment, of food, of money, and of credit. In the midst,
then, of the saddeniog statements made to us by
those who thoroughly understand their position, we
need not exhort them to the practice of fusling which
has nlceady become a matter of stern unavoidabie
necessity.  To thema we feel obliged to say,—in &
gpirit of bnmble resignation to the will of God, offer
them us o peosnce for gour sins; look forward to
the reward you may thereby earn; ' for that which
is ut present momentary and light of our tribulation,
workoeth for us above measure exceedingly an eternal
neight of glary. While we look not at the things
which are seen, but ai the thiogs which are not seen,
For the things which nre seen ure temporal, but the
things which are not seen are eternal.

Sufferings of every kind, menwl or bodily, coming
from the dispensalions of an all-wise Providence, or
from the malice of men,-or from the infirmity of bhu-
man nature, must be met in the spirit with whieh
our Divine Redeemer submitted to the cross, that Ie
muy thereby purchase the saivation of maskind. lu
this way dia the Aposiles and saints of old prepare
for the glorious crown of martyrdom they are now
‘wearing in:heaven, . And in Lhis way, did the poor.
-~the Cutholic poor of .Ireland —~lovk an tbe famine
of 47 and '48. To those whom a higher position
placed beyond the dangers of that disastrous period
it wag instractive o hear; 88 it is to ‘remember, the
gimple-bul touching words in which the poor, inspired
and gosteined :by: thé  heroism of- fuith, expressed
their ,fixed purpose of submitting. to, the fate that
awaited them. ' In the midst of starvation, with their.
little oAes ¢crying abouy them, they were ready o lie
down ond die, rather than purchase by apostacy the
comforts to which they were temptingly invited,

‘Their conduct proved how the  zealous.and | B
‘sympathising Clergy had succeeded in’imbuing: their

lied unto itself.”—Ps. xxvi. 12. By that very|

thoroughly a zealous

minds” And 'hearts with religions. teaching; and in-
making them fesl in gvery thing the presemce and
the actionof Him by whom ! the very hairs of. :their:
‘head are nombered.’ - DR T

(From the Special Correspondent of the Freeman's
: ) Journal,) :

.. BALLINROBE, CO, MAYO,

I do not exaggerate whén [ 'assert that bundreds
of the humbler class of townspeople, who, in better
times, were able to maidtain themselves and their
families by their own industry, are now without em-
ployment of say kind which would yield them even s
moderate subsistence, and judging from present ap-
pearances, ] must add ther is little hope in the fu-
nire of any material improvement in the prospects of
these.poor and much to be pitied people. . I repeat
there is little bope in the future for them, Ueceuse in
thig distcict, as in others which I have investigated,
the small Izndholdera «ill be unable, owing o their
own reduced means, to omploy many labourers to do
the usual spring work in the lields. Ihave certainly
ascertained that some of the more extensive lapd-
kolders—men of lnrge capital and large resources—
who feol the pressure of the times in a much lesser
degree thun their humbler neighbors, the small ten-
ant farmers, will probably give some employment
during the spring. Bat the amount of employment
from this quarter taken saltogother will, T believe, be
wholly inadequate to sustain even a tithe of the po-
pulation who must live by their labeur; and what
then, may be asked, iz to become of the vast unem-
ployed majority, with their wives nnd childrea, dut-
ing the next six months, till the harvest scason.
At home —about Ballinrobe, in any part of the coun-
ty Mayo, or even | venture t¢ 8ay any part of the
province of Comnaught—those honest, toil-worn,
but unfortunate people will not find a single week’s
employment. Unless, then, there is speedily provid-
ed in the district'from which [ write, just as there
should be provided in the other diswricts of Mayo
aad Galway, which equally require it, being equally
impoverished, some certain and permanent meaus o
the people of earning their daily bread, I see no
other resource open to all whe do no: succeed in
escaping to England ov Scotland, iz the hope of
finding labour in Lhose countries, than s precarious
snbaistence vpon charity, for the short time that
charity can bestow it, and after that the hopeless,
almost lifeless, pauperism of the workhbouse. The
subjoined figures show clearly that pauperism hus
been largely increasing in this district during the
last two bad years: —On the 213t of January, '61,
the number in the workhouse was 208 ; on 21st Jan-
uary, '62, the number was iocressed to 243, and on
21st January, '63, it was still further increase to 263.
1t will be seeua by these returus that since January,
’61, publie pauperism has increased in this union 33
per cent, a significunt fact, clearly illustrating the
low and wretched state to which the people have
heen reduced duricg the lnst two years., The rates
for the town division, a3 might be anticipated, bave
risen consideradly this year. I[n 'G2, the rate was 13
6d, aud in '63 it is 2s Gd, or 40 per ceat. Ligher than
the preceding year. [am infermed that one-third of
this increase is caused by the failure of lust year's
rate to mees the expense of the parupers of the town,
the nuzober being far more considerable than twas
estimated for, and that the balance of the increase,
which is equal to 26 per cent. over the rate of 62, is
imnposed, in anticipation of (here being a larger cum-
ber of admissions to the house this year than during
any preceding year since the famine of '4%7. The
small landbolders are at present iiving on potatoes
and meal, but their supply of food, I am led to be-
lieve, will by Do weans last till sumnmer—indeed
with some the season of searcity bas already setin,
and what the hopes arp in the future of these poor
landbolders I am sure [ cannot tell. Many of them
would gladly make un effort to get away from the
country to America or Australin, if they bave any
little means at all available, which [ doubt very
unteh, from- the fact, of which I had ocnlar proof,
that the greater part of the household goods and
weuriug apparel of the tenant farmers is at this mo-
ment siored under a heavy, 1 may say irredeemable,
mortgage deht in the large acd respectable pawn-
broking establishment in this town, But let me re-
peat what I bave been obliged to state geveral times
already in my previous letters, that money relief,
either from loeal or general sources, or both couw-
vined, can afford no real improvement iu the condi-
tion of the muas of the people. Temporary relief
may keep out the wolf of hunger for the hour, or the
day, from the homes of some, but it agsuredly cazaot
give a certain menns of living for months to come to
the mass of the people. Reproductive employwent,
not alms, is the real and only remedy for the poverty
that exists in this town and distiict.

TUAM

I believe [ did not mention in wny of my previcus
commupications & fact which struck me foreibly st
the very beginping of my journey from Galway west-
warcs, and has been conlirmed at every stage of my
progress through Mayo to the town from which
now write—namely, the remarkable diminution
amongst the small landholders of horned stock, sheep,
swine, and cven poultry. 1 was nou unscquaioted
with the circuit of country, comprising sbout 140
miles tbrough which T have just passed, aud from
my previous kuowledge of it [ was capable of being
impressed by the significant fact whica ] have mene
tioned; thal cattle, shieep, pigs and fowl, small though
the Iast item is, have duriog the last couple of gears
decreused enormously amongst the tenant farmers
and mioor landholders in the west. My owa perszon-
al observation in this respect i3 “counfirmed by the
siatements made to me by several respectable and
well informed farmers. They tell me that, owing to
the pressure of the last two years on the agricultural
population, the tenant farmers, with very few excep-
tions, were ebliged to sell the pgreater part, many,
indeed, had to sell all, of toe live stock they pos-
sessed in order to discharge tho claim agajnst them
for rent, for meal, and for guano. The sheep, the
pigs, and pouliry of the humbler class of small Jand-
holders went in & great measure from them in the
game way and under similar exigencies. There can
be no doubt whatever of this fact, snd I record it as
o sirong and significant jliustration of the presstire
upon the tenané farmers caused by two successive
bad hsrvests, and of the consequent decrease amongst
them of the little property which fur years before
they Lad been able to keep together. Wheua, in ad-
dition, I repeat what T have slready had unhappily
10 state of every district I visited~that much of the
houseliold property, the feather beds, the blankets,
the coants, the cloaks, the shawls of the family, even
the buadles of homemade yurn,of the same industrious
but unforiunste eluss are at Lhis moment - siored in
the pawnbrokers, with little prospect of being re-
deemed, [ think there is nmple evidence snpphied of
the greatly reduced cireumstantes’ of a pumerous
and important section of the agricultural community
in the west- The condition of the ¢lass next in order
—the cottier and field labourer —which is also nune-
rous—ig a condition of severe privation and éxtreme
suflering, deserving sympothy and needing assist-
ance, I believe the popuiation of Tuam is about
7,000, of whom the vast majority are people of the
humbler class, whe live in the extensive suburbs of
the town. [ explored the greater part of the suburbs
and found the cabins of the people, mean-looking
‘without and wrelched withio, dwellings, in truth, of
a very 10w type, but nocurately suggesting the sad
and impoverisked state of the inmates. Tbe vaat
majority of the lower section-of the population have
not, a3 I conld lears, any cortain means of earning o
sybsistence, and are consequently put to various
:shifts and contrivances, known dnly to’ themselves,
to ekeoutabare living on the.commonest food~ pota-
_toes and n little yellow men!. - Trade . in the town,
_which formerly. was noted for a stéady - and eafe.bu-

siaess, is almost at a stand Btill, and’ of courae when
commerce declines amongst the shopkeepers, the

This iz the cage.
era. vas l which were open
.to the'industrious apfew years ago, when business
‘wag_good, and enabléd men to earn & suppért in the
‘minor branches of trade, are now:: completely:cut off,
‘Agricultural lsbour also up to this has: been nenrly
altogether suspended, as much frown the inability of
the farmers to give employmeut.as' from ihe wet ang

|| stormy weather which has prevailed for weeks pugt

locality, It may be stated with perfect iruth, as tne
general coadition of the kumble peaple of. the towy

that n large proportion of them are in deep, many of
them, indeed, in dire, distress, and that some are” af.
flicted by wont and misery in their very worst formg.
The workhouse returns which I append show the
large increase in the pumber of admissions 1o the
house duricg the past year over the preceding year;
On the 26th Jau,, 62, the number- in " the house wag
2972 ; on-the 26th Jan., 763, the number was 36],
This shows & very large increase, the greater purt of
which has occurred ' during the last three months,
In Junuary, 'G1, thera were but 210 in the hvuse, ang
the increase of 142 since then shows ciearly cuough
the extreme pressure on the people for the fast twe
years, und especially the preseut year, shibough, of
course, it dors not fully indieste e exteny of iy
disiress ameongst the population, fer in Tuam, ag
elsewhers, entering into the work-honge iy the excep-
tion, not the rule amungst e destitute-neny, ig
fact, but those who have actuslly to face fumine ne.
cept the alterpative of the poorhouse. The rate on
the town division in '62 was 1s 114, in 263 it is 25 8¢
and it is feared by the gaardians, owing to the week.
ly large increase in the admissions, that a supple-
mental rate on the town will be necessary before e
year cxpires. The bounties sent through his Grace
the Most Rev. Dr. M'Hale, the Lord Archbishop, ars

I believe, daily, almost hourly, being distribuied b_‘;
the Glergy and by the Sisters of Mercy amongst tho
most deplorable objects of compnssion ; but, Aargo
and generous us these hounties are, they ¢nn ouly
aiford a smull relief to s limited number ay cumpure:l
with the numerous impoverished population on every
side that requires charitable assistanco il beiler
timos come round, A judicivusly adwmiuistered sys-
tem of out-dour relief would, I think, be the most of-
ficient, as it certainly would be the prompiest, mode
of alleviatiog the extensive distreas in this town,

The people, if they had means, would fly off iu
1honsands, us from a plugue spot, such i ibeir diz-
content at the awful prospects befure them. The
population of this parishk iz 5,600. All without ex-
ception are suffering unprecedented distress, all fag!
in o greater or less degree Lhe depression of the bad
times, but [ state unhesitatingly that more than one.
half of this number are without food—wiih liule or
no means, snd unable to till their land for wapt of
seed, nod for want of mouey to puy fur labour, nnd
that unless Inrgely assisted they will be obliged 1o
tarn out on the world's wide waste before many
-weeks, There are at present buntdieds cking out o
migerable existence on a very small silowance of Jo.
dian meal mixed vp with rnips—without milk or
butter or any other sustaining condiment. | refer
you to the stutement of the reporter of the Freeman's
Journui, who visited this place lust wmonth and whose
report af our condition is published in thay poper of
the 26th ult. It is on bebalf of those suffering people
L appeal to tbe charity of the generous English pub-
lic, Prelates and Priesis, peers sud peasants, trusting
through the grace of God that my humble oppesl
will ot be in vain.

If tho Almighty has blessed some with afflvency,
taay their bearts be moved with ievder compassion
for the afilicied members of the Lord, and iugpire
thew to give afluently—if in less favaarablo circum-
stences out of the littie bestow a litvie. God loves
the cheerful giver., The widow’s mite iz acceptable
in the sight of the Lord when given in [Ifis neme,
and for Mis sake,

[ remain, faithfully yours,
Micnaen Cunwyy, PP,

St. Patrick's, Louisburgh, Ieb. 17, 1863,

DIUCE3E OF KERRY.

The tollowing letter has Dbeen addressed to the
Editor of the Times :—

Sir,~1 would presume to solicit ilic insertion of
Lhe nccompanying lotter in your columns, at your
own convenience. It is writien by the fugh Revd.
Dr. Moriarty, Catholic Bistiop of Kerry, & prelate of
whom you, on wure than one oceasion, leve nade
deservediy favorable mention. [ reccived the lerter
to-day, and therefore too lute for refersuee te ivin
the House of Commons.

[ have the honor 10 be, sir, yours fuithfully,

JoBN Fraxcis Mauviee.

House of Commony, Feb. 28,

Killarney, Feb, 20.

My dear Mr. Miguire,~-From the reports which |
constuntly receive from all parts of my divgese, even
from those which in cther times were compsratively
prosperoas, [ can state that there exisie throughaut
very gevere distress. '

'The farmers have ng money, and in wost enics by
home-grown food. [t ig, therefore, no wuader that
the stagnation of trade among i shopkecpers rnd
artisans should amouul wiwust 10 0 compicte sue-
pension of business.

A respecinble draper in Tralec told me that be dié
much more bosioess during the famine o 1247-48
thio bhe does now.

A poor farmer from [veragh told e last week that
twelve months ago he had eight cows. He kns been
obliged to sell six of them to buy meal sud pry renw
I fear his cage i3 far from being a solitury oue.

lu this state of things the privations of the labour-
ing class must be severe,

The Superior of the Christinn Brotherz in Dingie
told me that tie children in ibeir sch. ol samviimes
fainted feom hunger, .

United, generous, und, Lo some extent, ssreesiful
ellorts are being mode in several localitics tu relivve
the most necessitous,

I perceive that you bave paid v well-desezved com-
pliment to Liord Onstlerosse fur the large cmpluy ment
Lie gave in this town, which tided 18 over the winter.

In Trales the relief committee collected over L8500
and by alms and employment ngsisted akout 500 fa-
milies.

In Kenmare the Ven. Archdencen O'Sullivan gives
breakfast every day at bis own cxpenso to 150 chil-
dren. In this town | have been onabled iy the aid
of some chariteble persons 10 bestow a like dole on
about 200 children frequentiog our schools.

We must nlse acknowledge with gratitude 1o Di-
vine Providunce that the pleniiful importation ot lu-
didn meal buas made the fuod of the poor very clivsp.
The great dilference between this vime and 1848 is
that then Lhere wus money witbout food, now there
18 food without rnoney. Another important difference
i that tuero wes then a populntion ta by earved,
which does not exist now. .

1 fear much tor tbe season that is epprowching.
Broployment nand elecmogynnry aid will Reep people
alive, but they - will wac provide sued, manure, and
labor for the small farmere, vor will they - enable the
labourer to plunt bis garden and cueg-sere, witbort
which, and with ouly casual employment, he candut
get'on. .

For all this, if n remedy cxistz, it lios deeper than |
con fathom. '
I remain, deur Mr, Maguive, yours very fnithfully,
D. Montawry.

J. F.b.\Iuguiru, 32y, House of Commons, London.

IRkLaND JupGep my Exuvanu, - ( Lranstalel Jor
the News from _l.a France of the 174k February.) 2
writer in La France of this day, under the heading
“ L'Iriande jugee par P Aaglelerre,” fils four columnte
of that important :puper,. | taku u fow extracts fron
it, just to show how well infornied the French are now
on the treatment Ireland receives from that ¢ ilo dosur
to which M. Fernand Lebour, the telented writer
with & paivete which one would uot expoct from suck
a sharp-obeerver, recommeiils ber to be united; ‘Pas
des'liens " .de:complete egnlute P, : [rishmen, be 5aYs

Have it all in their own hands, aud io proof he makt
the following assertion:—'In s country where the




