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TRACTS FOR THE MILLION.

PROTESTANTISM WEIGHED IN ITS OWN
BALANCE AND FOUND WANTING.
THE BIBLE AND THE BIBLE ONLY.

« Tle Bible ant the Bible only” has been the ral-
lying cry and watchword of. a!l the countle‘ss sects of
Protestants, who, {rom the time of Martin Luther,
Lave claimed the right of private judgment, in the
interpretation of the written Word of God. Itis
their rule of faith, #so that whatsoever is not read
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be re-
uired of any man that it should be believed as an
article of faith, or be thought requisite or necessary
to salvation.”  This is the express declaration of the
Tstablished Church in England, and may be taken as
the general profession of faith of all Protestants
everpwhere. )

Ttis worth observing, however, that this rule of
hith, aswell in its short and popular form as also
when more fully drawn out and éxplained, is rather
negative than positive. Those who use it are more
careful to say what they do not hold, than what they
do; they insist upon © the Bible only,” to the exclu-
sion of every thing clse, but they are not equally
jealous about receiving the whole Bible—every part
of it, They say that nothing is to be required of any
man that it should be believed which is not to be
found in the Bible, or at least may not be proved
thercby ; but they do not, with equal distinctness,
insist upon the duty of believing every thing whick ¢s
read in that sacred book, or 72¢cy Je proved by it.

Thisis no 1dle assertion; it is a plain matter of
fact, which may be justly charged against all Pro-
{ostants, of whatever denomination, all over the world,
that they do notreaily receive the whole of the Bible,
that is, do not really receive every thing which it
contains. I am not now speaking of their rejection
of these books which they call Apoeryphal, bot
which are received by Catholics as part of the written
Word of God 5 nor am I speaking of such bold and
impious rejection of parts of Hely Scripture as has
heen ventwred upon. by..Luther and some others.
That arch-reformer of the Church would fain have
reformad the Bible also; he said of the book of

Esther that he was such an cnemy to it, he would it }

did not exist—Le would toss it into the IElbe; of the
book of Jonals, that the history which it contained
was so monstrous that it was absolutely incredible ;
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, that it was not writ-
ten by an Apostle, and therefore it was not to be
wondered at that it should contain some mixture of
wood, straw, and lay; of the Lpistle of St. James,
that it was worthless, an epistle of straw ; and lastly,
of the Apocalypse (or Revelation) of St. John, that
muu}1 vas wanting to persuade bim that it was serip-
taral,

But Irepeat, I am not now speaking of open and
wowed rejection of whole bocks of the Bible such as
tlis; Tam speaking of the way in which Protestants in

eneral treat several portions even of the Old and New
lqstanwnt, which they profess to receive—indeed,

‘ }'.'lnc.h all Christians agree’in receiving—as divinely
mspired: and T say that there are many texts even
there which they do not really receive; some which
are to them as an unknown tongue, without any mean-
nratall,and which they therefore make no use of
whatever; others which scem to be opposed to their
own creed, and which they therefore try to cscape
from and to cxplain away ; lastly, there are others
which they even boldly contradict.

In the following pages a few of the most striking
of these texts shail be brought forward, arranged in
order, according to the subjects to which they belong,
ad compared, as brielly as possible, with the Pro-
testant doctrine upon the same subjects.  We will
begin with what is obviously the most important—the
rle of faith; having first explained, however, in 2
fow words, both what is meant by this phrase, and
also why this subject is so very important as lo de-
serve the first place.

All Christians are agreed that the Son of God
ame down from heaven to teach mankind the will of
lis Fatbior, and that those who wish to be saved
inIust be very careful to knqw and to do that will.

, ;’“’: then, can we know, for certain what that will
1tS : In other words, how has our Lord Jesus Christ
h %ﬂ c]nre that we, who live more than eighteen
tl)([: red years after Ile went back to heaven, and
lheSG tolo that shall come after us, even to the end of
knm‘:?‘r drho_w has He talcen care that we shall all
slich ;{ cerlain, and without a mistake, every thing
pooch e taught, and which we must do and believe,
¢cording to His docirine, to gain everlasting life ?
tell you ale 1his "question of a Protestant, he will
ten dYO“ that our Lorﬂ took care to have it all writ-
ool*qwn very clearly and distinetly in a book, which
0% 15 called the Bible ; so that any one who wishes
0'krow wly " ‘
® M2y be saved, bas nothing o do but to goand read,

1

in that book, and he will be surc to learn.  If you
ask the same question of a Catholic, howerver, he will
tell you that eur Lord chose certain persons whom
he carefully instructed in all that concerned the king-
dom of God, and to whom e gave a commission to
teach the rest of mankind ; that these persons were to
appoint others to assist and to succeed them; and
that our Lord promised, as well to thosc persons
whom He had selected, as also to their successors for
ever, that He would be with them always to the end
of the world; so that any one who ‘wishes to know
what he must do and believe, in order that he may
be saved, must go to those whom Jesus appointed to
teach, and in this way he will be sure to learn. You
see at once that there is a great difference between
these two answers ; the one refers us to a book, the
other to a living body of men; the one refers us to
the Bible, the other to the Church. You see also
that this difference lies at the very foundation of the
controversy between Catholics and Protestants, so
that there is no use in discussing minor questions of
detail until this main point has first been seitled; in-
deed, one might almost say that there is no use in
discussing minor questions of detail at al}, because they
are, in fact, all wrapt up and included in this one
main question, Whether God intended the Scriptures
to be the only guide and teacher of mankind in mat-
ters of religion? For if ITe did, then of course the
Catholic Clwreh is in error, since she denies this,
and teacbes the contrary ; nay more, she is altoge-
ther false and an impostor, for she claims to be God’s
messenger upon earth, authorised to teach mankind all
things that they ought to know, and to do, for their
soul’s health; whereas if this doctrine be true, there
is no such messenger anywhere, but only 2 message
written in a book which every bedy has a right, and
is even bound, to read and understand for himself. If,
on the other hand, God did %ot intend the Bible to
be man’s only guide and teacher, in maiters of reli-
gion, but appointed His Church for this very purpose,

that she should fulfil this office, and promised her His

guidance, so that she should never be deceived in.
proposing any thing io our helief that was not true,
and had not been revealed by Him, then, of course,
not only is the Catholic Church right upon this point,
but also, of necessity, right upon every other point
also.

Our present purpose, howerer, is not to establish
the truth of this Catholic doetrine, nor, indeed, of
any other Catholic doctrine whatever, but simply to
demonstrate the falsehood of the Protestant doctrine
by means of an appeal to its own standard, the Bible
and the Bible only 5 we propose to show, that he wio
really receives the written Word of God, as the only
rule of faith, is by that very rule bound to reccive
something more, which no Protestant is content
to receive ; that Protestants do not, and cannot, as
long as thcy remain Protestants, make use of the
whole of the Bible, but only of certain parts of it;
that though they may profess to believe it all, yet in
point of fact they act as though they only believed a
part of it; that though they may be continually de-
claring with their Jips that ¢ all Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable,” yet meanwhile
they declare still more effectvally by their creed and
practice, that they cansider'a good deal to be of no
profit at all in the present age, or at least, not for
themselves.

First, then, npon this very fundamental question of
the rule of faith itself, we say that Protestants prac-
tically set at naught and deny much that the Bible
tells them. Let us see, for example, how they handle
the following texts : first,words spoken by our blessed
Lord Himself; secondly, words spoken by Iis
Apostles :—

1. THE TESTIMONY OF OUR LORD.

What says the Word of God?  What says the Protestant?
1. St Matthew, xxviii. 1. Our Lord made use
19,20. Jesus came and of frail, fallible men, to
spake unto His Apostles, preach His holy.Gospel,
saying, All powerisgiven and to teach all nations at

2. 8t. John, xx. 21, 22,
Then raid Jesvs to them
again, Peace beunto you ;
as My TFather hath sent
Me, even so send I you.

3. St. John, xvii.18, 20.
As Thou has sent Ke into
the world, even so have T
also sent them iato. the
world. . . Neither pray
I for these alone, but for
them-also which shall be-
lieve on Me through their
word.

4, St. Luke, x. 16. He
that heareth yon heareth
Me ; and he that despiserh
you despiseth Me ; and he

that despizeth Me despis-

eth Him that sent Me,

5. St. Mulihew, xviil.
17. If he negleet to hear
the Church, let him be
unto you as an heathen
man and a publican.

Il. THE TESTIMONY
What says the Word of God?

1. 2 Tin. i 13, 14,
Hold fast, the form of
sound words which thou
has heard of me, in faith
and love which is in
Christ Jesus. That good
thing which was commit-
ted utito thee, keep by the
Holy Ghost, which dwell-
eth i vs.

Ib. ii. 2. Andthethings
that thou hast heard of me
among many withesses,
the same commit thou o
faituful men, who shall
be able to teach others
also.

2.1 Cor, xi. 16. Hany
man seem to be conten-
tious, we have no such
custom,  neither the
Churches of God.

3. 1 John, iv. 1, 6. Be-
loved, belicve not every
spiril, but try the spirits
whether they are of God ;
beeause many false pro-
phets are gone out in the
world. . ... . We are
of God ; he that knoweth
God heareth us; lLe that
is not of God heareth not
us. Hereby know we the
spirit of truth and the spi-
rit of error.

4. 2 Thies. i1.15. There-
fore, brethren, stand fast
and hold the traditions
which you have learned,
whether by word or by our
epistle.

1 Cor. xi. 2. Kecep the
traditions® as I delivered
them to you.

no Jonger with the preach-
ers of the Gospel as it hud
hitherto been, but with
the book in which the
Gospel was wrtiten.

2. There is therefore
nobody now upon carth
sent by Jesus Christyin the
same way as Jesus had
been sent by the Futher.

3. Neither is there any
body through whase word
persuns are now called
upon by God to believe in
Christ.

4. Norany bualy who so
represents our Lord here
upon earth, as that those
who despise his teaching
are in fact despising the
teaching of our Lord him-
self.

5. Nor is there any
Church, or body of men,
whom persons are bound
to hear and obey in mat-
ters of religion.

OF HIS APOSTLES.
What says the Proiestant?

1. At the time when
St. Paul gave this charge
toTimothy,the only means
of spreading the know-
ledge of the Gospel swas,
for one man te teach ano-
ther ; this, however, being
a mosl unsafe method, and
liable to all kinds of abuse,
was merely a temporary
arrangement, untl the
whole truth should have
beencommitted 1o writing.
Henceforward, no man
would be trostworthy or
faithful in this matter, and
fit to teach others; but
all would have to learn
out of one common book.

2. So, in.like manner,
it was very well for the
Apostles to propose them-
selves, and the custom of
the Churches, as a stand-
ard of {ruth.

3. And to giveusatest,
ormeans of distinguishing
false teachers from true
ones, their obedience or
disobedience to the living
pastois of the Church ; but
this also was merely tem-
porary. As soon as the
Seriptures should be writ-
ten amd collected in a
single volume, these, and
these only, were to be the
true test and standard by
which each man should
try for himself whether or
no the doctrine proposed to
his belief came froin God.

4. St. Puunl had a per-
fect richt 1o call on his
converts to receive all the
traditions which they had
learned, whether writien
or unwritten; and they
were bound to obey him.
But those unwritten tradi-

tions, at least as much of

them as it was important
for us to know, were after-
wards written, and are 1o
be found in the later por-
tions of the New Testa-
maent.

These are only a few of the most simple and strik-

at” he must do and believe, in order that

unlo Me in heaven and in
eaith. Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the
San, and of the Holy
Ghost ; teaching them to
observe all things whatso-
ever I have commanded
yous and, lo, T am with
you alway, even unto the
end of the world.*

the first; and He promised
to be with them, that is,
to help and strengthen
them i a very special
manner, for that purpose.
But it was not His inten-
tion that this should con-
tinue for ever, even unlo
the end of the world; on
the contrary, He intended
to withdraw this special
guidance and assistance at
some future period, if not
from the Apostles them-
selves, at least from their
successors, ag soon as the
Bible should be written or
printed; and then, from
that time forward, His pro-
mised presence would be

.. * The Protestant translation is of couno made use of in all

thes: passages.

ing passages of Scripture which bear upon the subject
before us; and see how completely the Protestant
sets them aside, and explains them away by means of
this very clever excuse, that they had only a tempo-
rary use and meaning, that they belonged to a state
of things which was soon to pass away, or, at any
rate, which has certainly long since come to an end ;
whilst yet he cannot pretend to allege a single pas-
sage of Holy Scripture in which we are told that this

cat change, or indeed that any change at all in the
node of teaching the Gospel was ever to be made
even to the end of the world; so that, whilst pro-
fessing to go by the Bible, and the Biblc only, he is
obliged to have recourse to. something not in the
Bible to support this fundamental principle of his own
creed. .

" (To be Continued.)

+ In the Protestant translation, % ordinances ;> but as in the

orrginal it s the very snme word a8 in the previous text, L have
wsed the same English word elso. .

LECTURE OF MR. LARKIN IN THEL MUSig-
HALL, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

In consequence of the anneuncement of Gavazzi
to lecture in Neweastle, on the request of various
parties, Mr. Larkin gave a lecture in the Musie-
Hall, Newcastle, on Tuesday last, to nearly @ thous-
and persons, in reply to the diatribes of Gavazai,
The audience listened with the greatest atiention,
only interrupted with vehement bursts of applause, to
a lecture which lasted two hours and a lnif.  I¥e
cominenced by giving an amusing description of the
credulity of the people of Jingland, in listening, with
untiring docility, to the ravings of impostor alter im-
postor against Popery ; and, though the chavaeters of
each in succession was detected and exposed, their
appetite for denunciations of Catholicism seemed ut-
terly unsatiable.  No matter how degraded the quar-
ter whenee they came, they were always acceplable
(cheers.) He deseribed the eharneter of Dr. Achilli,
a Biblical Saint and martyr of the Tnquisition, whom
they would have to be a martyr, though he was ap-
parently sound, wind and limb, and though he did not
come like the great martyr of the Star Clamber—
2rynue, cropped of his ears, and slit in hLis nose, and
bearing a mark and brand of infamy on Lis person
(faughter and cheers.)  Aye, Lut thensh there was
no mark of infamy burnt by the hands of the hang-
man on his person, there was an indelible brand of
infany burnt into his own charaeter by the profligacy
and open depravity of his life (cheers.) M. Larkin
then recounted the civcumstances of his life, nnid the
shudderings and indignation of an excited auditory.

Passing from him, he procceded, asan introduction 10

his remarks on Gavazzi, lo deseribe the celebrated
T'ra Paoli, author of * The Iistory of the Couwncil of
Trent,” ol which council he was not the historian
but the cnemy; he alluded to Bossuet’s concise,
curt, and pithy description of liin as wre Protestant
halille en moine—* A Protestant in the masqnerade
of a Monk.” He exposed all the hideous hypoerisy
of this man’s life in the outward profession of Catho-
licism, and- in seeming communion with a Church
which internally he believed to be corrupt in proe-
tice, and idolatrous in doctrive. This odious hypocrite
heard the confessions of the simple and confiding, and
publicly said Mass, skipping over a great part of the
Canon, and remaing silent during those parts of the
service ol the Church of which he did not approve.
What can be more odious (exclaimed M. Liarkin)
than a character of this deseription, which would
seem to demand the bursting forth of a thunderbolt
from Ieaven to destroy and erush Lin in the midst of
his blasphiemy and impiety, did we not know the pa-
tience and long-suffering of the Almighty, and that
in the mysterions dispensation of lis wisdom, Iie
permits the hypocrite and Atheistic Triest to tread
ITis sacred court, and minister at Mis altar, landling
holy things, and desecrating by his impicty, His sa-
cred temple and holy sancluary? Such was an
Italian Priest and pretended Monk of the 16th cen-
tury. The present century Shosw that the Italian
breed of hypoerites and villains still subsists—(loud
cheers)—and though it is an insult and slight Lo the
talents and intellectual power of ¥ra Iaoli to asso-
ciate him for one moment with the bascness of the
name of the peripatetic denuncintor of Cathiolicism,
Gavazzi, this base man, still resembles him in the
hypocrisy and degradation of his character, and in
preserving the cowl and garh of a Dlouk while
he reviles the religion of which that garb is the
sign and cmblem. We, Catholics, however, have a
proverbial saying applicable to hypocrites of this
description—Cucullus non facit monachum. It is
not the cowl that makes the Monk any morc than
the light with which the deceiving power can sur-
round himself, can make the Devil an angel of light.
(Cheers and laughter.) That garb, like the satanie
radiance, is worn for the purpose of effect and decep-
tion, and from beneath the cowl therc grins the
features of a liar and imposter. (Hear.) Whe,
then, is this sacerdotal masquer? Who is this
frocked hypocrite and crimson-crossed imposter I—
‘Who knows him? "Who vouches for his integrity ?
‘Who is his sponsor? (% The Devil, to be sure,”
interrupted, amidst ihe roars of the auditory, an
honest Irishman.) The fact is, masses of the public
are receiving with ten thousand welcomes, and
applauding to the skies, a man of whom they know
nothing, but that he is the’ flatterer of their prejudi-
ces, the fomenter of bigotry and intolerance, the Later’
of Catholicisim, and the friend, associate, and applaud-
er of Dr. Achilli, the apostate Friar, and convicted
adulterer.  (Loud cheers.)) What is more clear
than that he is a mean trader on the bigotry, and
mercenary speculator on the intolerancc of this
country?  (IHear, hear.) Ile represents Priests.
as the transmuters of men’s supersfitious terrors into
money, Is: that' alchemy which he pursues less
detestable, by which he ‘converts their prejudices inte
silver, and-turns their anti-Papal antipathies into gold,



