!
|
|
|

' that the dommisaioners bave: expended: -dnr-
! inga and purckiage.o

- *30d although tn gome respeotsy and:in Tegard

PR R T NI S
AR AR S
RN A I Lt el o

e
5 s,

SN

[

"{{;‘

¢ et s L N e

T LA

vooATN

Iy

S st s - e mins it b v
RSO et et aves doaut-eiving it et

W el

R LTI N

ey,

KEPORT OF THE ioygnfpbmldi&
4 Gemeral Condemnation of the Exira-
vagance of tho Cathelio Board. .

yue Expendifure at the Flateau— A
gountain that was never erected—
what the Comamission (hink of St
gridget's School—-A Bint to Mr. U. B

i=The Protestant Board,
fis Afiairs Keomomically and Care-.
fally Condusied—Want of Oontidenoce
in the Catholic Board~A Chavge in
the Personnel Recommended.

iy the Honorable Temoporn Boprrairs, Lieu-
lenant-Governer of the Province of Que-
beg = ;

The RBoyal Oommission appolinted nnder
and in virtue of the Commissiona of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor of the Province of Quebeo,
bearing dates rsepeotively the first day of
Pacember, cae thousand ejght hundred and
elghty-two ; the filth day of Dsoomber, one
thontand eight hundred and elghty-two, and
the fomtn dsy of January, one thousand
elght bundred and elghty-three, and, as finally
copstituted, oonslsting of Oharies Jozeph
Coursol, Fequire, sdvocate and Queen's
Oounse); Lisonidas H Davideon, Esquire, and
Chatles § Doberty, E:quire, advocates,
Chatles Glackmeyerjand Adelard de Martigay,
Feguives, all of the Olty of Montreal, for tha
purpose of holding an enguiry Into the mat-
fers In eald Commizslons, ek forth as fol-

W —
lo THR PREAMBLE,

1st. Into the administration of the Boarde
of Behool Commissloners for the city of Mon-
treal s1noe their organization; 2nd. Into the
pretended neceselty for the Increass of the
tax sctually levied for achools in the sald
oity; 3rd. And genenally into all matters of
publlc 1ntarest in regard to the sohools and
the school Bystem of the @aid olty of Montreal,
have the honor to report a8 follows :—

Tour Oommissioners opensd thelr sittings
putlicly In the hsli of the Osthollc Oommer-
oal Academy, belonging to the Roman
Cathollo Board ot Sohool Commiseioners, on
the pinth day of Dacember last past, when
the sald Roman Catbolls SBchool Oommizsion-
ers appeared by counesl, and requested to be
allowed to take part in the proceedinga, A
demand was alse made on bekalf of the clfy
of Montreal, and of the rate-payera
in different gqoarters of sald clty,
to be reprecented by Oonnsel, and to
bavs the enquiry conduoted openly, to
whick your Uommlesloners, after due con-
piderstion snd in the publio Interests, as-
gentsd, and thereafter the Olty of Montreal
was represented by L. J. Ethler, Eiq,, Aselst-
ant Uity Attorney, and the oitizens by
Mezsre. Bourgoln & Jeannoite, Advooates,
and alse by Messrs. J X. Perrault, J. O,
Boblliard and J. P. Whelan, as represent-
atlyes of the people and a3 rate-payers. Your
Commissioners have heard witnegses sum-
moned on behalf and at the instance of the
Olty of Montresl and of the rate-payers, and
alip others summoned on behalf and at the
instance of the
ROMAN CATHOLIC BDABD OF EOHOOL COMKIZe

£10HERS,

sod bove had addnoed before them a large

amount of documentary evidenoe, na well as

the testimony of the above-mentioned wit-

negses, all of which {8 herewlth submitted.

Your Commisgioners at the conciusion of the

enquie gave opportunity for and had the

benefit of a full and able arguament by

the counsel ond representatives above-

mentioned. Tho Boards of Schoeol Commiz-

sloners, s pregentiy c_isting in the olty of

Montreal, were craated by the Aot of the

Loglalature of the Province of Quebeo, 32

YVictorla, chap. 16, and wers to date from

the first day of July, one thoussnd elght

handred and sixty-nine. At the time of the

change in the constitution of tho Board, the

Roman Oatholic Commissloners had under

thelr control eleven sohools and owned two

gohool buildings. Since one thousand elght
hundred and eixty-nine, they have erected or

purcnased elgbt echool buildings and five
dwellings, and have acquired a large quantity
of land. ‘The principal of these school bulld-

ings mre thogse known a@ the Commerclal

Aondemy on the Piateau, above Bt. Oatherine
straet, the Polytechnlc Bchool, the Oller
Bohool on Boy street, the Belmont Bohool on
Guy street, the Ckamplain Bchool on Fullum
street, and the Barefield School at Point 86,

Ohatles, The Board ajeo gmantis ssafstance
toward the £upport of elghteen schools which

are not {nily under thelr control,  For the

purpose of $he erection of the buildinga above
mentloned ard to meet the Habilitlesinourred
thereby, the Board found it necessary in

addition to thelr receipts from the echool tax
and the grant from the Government to ralge-
money by meana of the 1ssue of debentnres |
to the amonnt of

F(UR EUNDBRED TEOUSAND DOLLARS
whick they have dome, Thess debentures
worelssued, presumably, ander the following
Aocts of the LiegisIaturs of this province, viz:
33 Viot,chap 16 ; 33 Viot, chap 35; 34 Vict,
chep 12; 36 Vict, chap 33; 39 Viot, chap 16
and 42-43 Viot, chap 14; but your commis-
sloners do not find in these acts express au-
thorizatlon for the fesue of debentures to any
grenter amonnt than two hundred thonsand
dollers, According to a atatement fmr-
nished by the Moman Oathollc Board
in (he course of the enquiry the re-
ceipts from all eources from 1868 to
1882 amount to ome milllon @even bumn-
dred and eighty.five thonssud three hundred
and sixty.geven dollars and thirty-five omts
($1,785,367.35), of which seven hundred and
twelvo thousand and foriy-seven dollars
(§712,047) are the proceeds of the dckool-

Ievied In the OClty of Hont-
l, and one hundred - and eighty-seven
thonsand and fifty-one dollara ($187,051) were
Yeoelved from. the, Government, and ond
hundred and four thousand, five hundred and
*&wo dollars (B104,503) fram sohool fees. - In
this total incltided the sum of three hundred
and elxty.aix thodssnd and sixty. doilass, She
Lot Prooseds arleing. from the sale of debeu..
tures to the amonnt . of
and dollars,” 1t also

lars,” It also appears from the satus
_Statement that the ‘coat: of maintalulig the
Sohooin during: the.period . above mentioned.
amounted to.six hundred $housand four huz-.
* dred and thisty-séven doliare (§600,437), end?

. Ing thé saria period In the erection .of ;bulld-:
ns0.of ; 1and. five hunidred and
forty.six thousand Avs hundred and eléven
dollazs ($548,511) idoubtedly the build-
'Ings ereoted by the”'Boma)

‘o1 Bohobl’- Oommissfoners; AT
‘aubstantinl; but are'slsohandsome s
and ere a credit, ag.;puplic bulidings, £0
clty of Monireal:"; ¥Your Commiséioners b

‘! gatisfactory. But among the ohlsf oome.

. mes, . :
| the purchege of a much larger gusutity of.

‘| caseq, fchools waxs n-t required, .mnd, In’

‘| olty, the erection of achoolsin a etyle that can

%0 80Hi6 particular bulldings, there might; be!
dmprovement In eo isr as hygenic considem-
:\lons .ate goncerzed, your Qommigsfotiers, on
the whole, conglder the bulldingd themselves

plalnts agelost the edmivletration of the
Board.are ‘ )

EXTRAVAGANCE IN THE OUPLAY GFON T2E BOILD-

land than was required, and the placing of
the buildings in tooalitles whare? ‘In some

others, wers at too great a distancs from the
conira of the populstion to be ssxved by
them. Lookleg at th: bulldings from
thia golnt of view, and taking into
consideration the echool neoessitles of
tho city,. .the meanz at the disposal
of the Board, and the number of children re-
quiring educatien, your Commissloners can,
with the evidenos that 18 before them, come
to no other concluslon than that, handsome
thoogh :thess bnlldings areand much as they
do oontribute to the ornamentation of ths

fafely be charscterized as magnificent, and
‘which cerisinly entalled a magnificent ex-
pendiiure, was

AN AOT FOR WHIOH IT IS IMPOSIELR TO JUSTDY
the Boman Oatholic Board of Bchool Oom-
misiloners, Only a fceble attempt in reality
was made before your Oommissioners to ex-
ouge or justly this aolion. It was, In effect,
fald that these bulldlngs were erected at a
tlme of grest Inflation and when extravaganoce
in expendiluxre was almost universal,

and that the Roman Oatholic Board,
sharing the general sentiment, were
foollsh, where none were wise. This

your Commissioners cannot oonslder o
aatisfactory defence on the part of the ad-
ministraiion of publio tunds, since, in allow-
ing themssives to bo carrled away by the
prevalent spirit of extravagance, they have
left the rate-payers of Montreal the possess.
ors, It 13 true, of several exizemely handsome
ediflces, much more ornate than requisite,
buat insufiiclent In nomber £o satisly the needs
of the city, aund without means to furnish
education in these buildings, and still lees,
to eract new schools in localitles where they
nre urgently demanded.

The evidence of record clearly demon-
strates that an equal number of proper sphool
builsings substantial and attractive In ap.
pearance, might have becn erected at lesa

for fitting up, dzalning, terreclng, ete .
the properties choten, the total ox:t «f this

been pald to.the.sald Louly Arohambanlt be-
tween 1868 mnd 1883 1o less & enm than:
ninety.onetbousand szven hundréd snd nine
dollars and fifty-tix oonts, - Your Comwic.
slonerq  would aleo remark the expenditurer,
Seemingly extravsgant, In conpection with

HYRAVELLING EXPENSES OF DRFSTATION AND
YOITURBS,"”

the former mmooniing to three thouzand,
geven hundrod and seventy.iwo dollara and
uinety csnte, between 1868 and 1833 ; end
the latter In two 1tema of one hundred and
fifty dolinre and filty oents, and slx huadred
and ninety-nino ¢ollars and ten csnta respso-
tively., Asevideucing the sams Bpirlt of ex-
tesvagamen ronuing throughout ‘sl the
sdministration of suwe Boacd, your Oam-
miesioners cannot refraln . from re:er-
HMng. to the purchaze.of & fountaln
(mevex ereoted) for the Flatesu grounds at a
ovit of nina hnndred doliars mnd of & dial
oosting two hundred and seventy-one dollars
and ninsty-one centa. . Therealso appears to
be caugs tor oompiatnt 1n regard to the quan-
tity of land purchased by the Commissioners
and not required for echool purposes, and
which has been Iylng idle and has been a
source of annual expense In interest and taxes
for yeazs. From cne of the exhibits{yled
during the course of the enquiry, it appears

ibat the Roman Catholio Board has become

allve to the walldity of thia complalnt, and

that at & meeting of the Board hslid In the
fifth day of April last, 1t was deolded to make

spplication to the Baperintendent of Pablic

Instruction, for muthority to sell a consider-

able portion ot this vacant land, and whioh,

1f s0ld, would yleld, or ought to yleld, nearly

dfty-five thoussnd dollars. It wonld; how-

aver, appear that sven more land than that

mentioned In the resolntion of the Boaxd,

might be sold without doing any real damsge

to the schools, Your Commissioners ars

of opinfon that in so far ag the loostion of the

gaveral echools I8 ooncerned mad rzlalively

to filness for meeting the wanta of the popu-

Iation, there 1alittle ground for the complaint

msadoe againit the Board. Bat 1t does appear

to them that though in one oase the property

purchased would seem to bave been acquired

at & low price, owing fo iis situstion and

Btate, yot that the sites chosen were not in all

:;ses the most desirable, regard belng had to

]
EXCEGBIVE OUILAY BEQUIBED

'TG.,

than oze hall the cost of thoee actuslly con.
structed, and that if the Roman Cathollc Bpard
finds itsolf in a posilion whers It 15 lmpos-
alble to carry on its legitimsate operatiops, It
13 due In great messurs, If not entlrely, to
thelr want of oxdinary businees prndonce and
to their baving, apparently from a dosire to
srect handsome struotures, forgotien thet
thefr firat duty was to ges that they provided
for the Instruction of the massasIn, at least &
good common school educaticr, and that
whother this wag Imparted In brlldings
more or lesa attractive was a secondary con-
sideratfon. Ithas slso been advanced as
ore excuse for or jastifieation of the large

wotk oelng given in Exh!rig 28, o vairty-
soven thousand four hundred st géves: v-five
dollazs and elgaty.fonr cents ; of wuic. ram,
there was expended on the PiatestG proisity
alone nlneteen thousand four hundres and
forty-elght dollars and eleven cenis ; an! on
the Boy strest property clghi thousand .ne
husndred sud one dollars. Complaint havis,;
been made during the pendency of the en-
quiry, as well as regard to the giving op by
the Seminary as tu the acoepting of the obarge
of these sohools by the Roman Oathalio Board
of School Commissioners, & requeat was ad-
dreased to the firet named oorporation inviting
information and a repiy to the statements

{ four hundred thous- |-

;Lour lo -tolb), * $134.6
he'| commexcial ocourze,”and

expenditare fnouzred for these bulldings that
the Board wished to erect edifices whioh
wounld stand a2 monuments that would
do credit to the BRoman Oatholic
populstion of Montreal. They seem
to have overlooked the fact that
the mont ored{table monument to the fntelll.
gont zoal of thoss charged with the manage-
ment of education in the olty of Montreal
would be a weoll trained and welZ educutedﬁ
growing generation, who by thelr nombers
and the happy resnits of thair training would
stemp the Romsan Cathollo peaple of Montreal
as an enlightened population, appreciatiog
ths boon of education, and knowlsg it value,
desiroug thst it shonld be within fhe reach of
all, even the poorest of their childzen. Such
& rosulf would have constitated & monument
more lasting end mors honorable than even
thoe castellated turrats or the highly

ORRAMERTAD THEATRE OF TEE PLATEAU ACADEMY,

Your Commistionere cannot bus regard the

ereotion of a epuclal bulidivg for the reeldence

of Principal Archambault, at a coat of elght

thonsand six hundred and twenty-eight dol-

lare, sud oR & Ecale of magnificence In keap-

ing with that of Commercial Acadery, as an

unwaranted and nnneotesary expendisure of

publio moneys. Your Commissiovers deem

it thelr duty to remark that they mot only

find ovidence of tbis ex:ravagancs In

the plans adopted by the Roman Catholic )
Board, and In the style of buildings ercoted by
them, but that when they come to look back

into deiails and to exsmine the manner In

which the plang 8o adoptsd were carrled

out, and to observe the gyatem, or rather ut-
ter Iack of gystem, for any adequate control
and suptrvision of the sharges and opers~
tiona of the oontraotora employed In the

work, they oannot Jall to remark the
prevalence of the same apirlt of extravagance,
evidencing an shsolute absencs of any just

appreoiation on the part of the Commissioners
concerned In the ersction of these bnildings
of the responsibility restivg upon them as
tiustees for the ratepayers., Your Commis.
gloners in this commeotlon would in-
plance tho expendifure at the Flateau
Academy in oconmecltlon with the coniracts
of Mr. Loula Archambault, brothex of M, Prin-
clpal Archambault, It appeara In evidence
that he entered Into three contracis for the
woodwork at the Plateau, amounting In the
aggregnte to twenty-two thousand nine hun-
dred dollars ($22,900), and that fioally, an
aoconnt was rendsred by him and pald by the
Commissloners In conmectlon with thess
bulidings of forty-elght thousand and jorty-
four dollnes ($45,044) ae shown by the state-
ment of the accountant {urnished to your
COommisstoners. Every effort was made to
obtain an explanation of

THIS EXTRAORDINARY IKCEHASS,

put aeither from ths contractoxr himsslf, nor
{from members of the Board, nor from the ar-
ohit¢ct 1n charge has any explanation been
recalved satisfactory to your commiesloners;
on the contrary, it appears to them thst a8
well in the speciea of supervislon exercleed
dutlog the course of the werk done by this
contractor, in the actlon of the Commission-
er8 In dficharging the arobifzok (who bad rxe-
fured to oertliy oertaln demsnds of $the con-
traotor), in the manner of certifying to the
‘work oharged for by bim after the withdrawsl
of the arobitect (which was done In many lne
statices-by. his . brother, the. principal) ae In
the final adoption and’ setélement of this so-
oount, there was and ia grave catseé of oom-
plaint and_alssatisfsotion. Your ocomml
loners, oAnGS Tn Bh1S Téport go Into an
examination of 'the! tms- in ‘detail of thils
aocount; bat they have 'béen etruok by the
faot that; on nearly ayery ltom thore sppedrs
to hiave.besn an incroass, and.that (o nearly
 double’ the ‘crigiiial ‘estimated ocost. oo
1t - to ‘menticn:ss - instanced ;=The sialronse,
b oontraoted for ab: $3:50 per step and charged
at: $15._ per step.in oobsequence ol alleged
‘ohangs. The fiag stafl, or etafl, contmaoted
for' st §6, and“ss ‘fnally completed costing
‘$8." ‘Vestibule on* Ontarfo étreet; finiehed In.
,wood instsad of plaster ‘at an_Increaged oozt |
of $156., Witk upon the roof. (promensde
o Kour ' deske. for
anid --one" plakform (Trt:
pune)-costing” four  hrndred:and::eighzden:

Yiglted all of the ckiools; erected by the Board

JR

h;.

mmis. | for this school; -or it that were impos.

ohrs | render. them - complete 16" "datd ‘of': by

mades by Mr. Perzault on bebalf of the people.
Tke Beminary, acknowledging the recelpt
of thls request, sfated in effect that it was not
obliged to make any observatlons in reply to
the memoire forwarded toit, and that it would
comply with ths Iaw and submit a statement
ot its mffalzs to the Lleutenant.Governor of
the Province 20 soon as It was required nnder
the Consolidated Btatutes ¢f Lower Oanads,
chapter 42, sectlon 14, Your Oommissioners
were 0f opinion that, under the authority
conferred upon them by Your Honor, they
could not reqguire the gentlemen of
the Beminary to  expialn  before
tham thelr positlon and the motlves
which fnduced them to casé off these schools.
They oannot refrain, however,from expressing
the opinion that in view of the fact that at
the time, whon several of theze gchools were
go accepted by the board, they had al*eady
commsnced to be In more or lens embarrassed
circumstances financlally, and inasmuch sg
the reverend gentlemen of the Beminery, up
to that time, carrled on and supported theso
gchools and gave go far as your Commis-
aloners cAn see, no reason for ceasing to do o,
gave that they bad withdrawn from the cure
of the parlshes wherein they were situsted.
The Romen Osthollo board would heve

BEOWNM GREATER WIEDOM

and a more earnest desiza to protect the in.
terests of the rate.payers, had they, before
taking the burdens of thets schocle upon
thelr already over-burdened shoulders, jorm.
ally laid the matter before the nuthority who
had the right to require,and to whom, your
Commissioners doubt notf, the reverond gen.
tlemen of the Beminary wonld have been
quite willlng to give the reasons which they
congldered made it necessary for them to
withdraw the powerful assletanoe which
they had during 80 many years, with such
good segnlts, given to the support of eduoa-
tion in  these different psrishes.
Your Commissioners cannot colose their re.
mearks upon the adminisiration of the Boman
Oatholic Board of Bohool Commissloners
wlihout oalllng special attention to one
gchool accepted by them {rom the Seminary,
and {o which they grant assisfanor, namely,
Bt. Bridget's School. In this case certalnly
there has been no extravagance in the past
of the Boerd, The condition of the &chool
beggara description. Your Commiesioners
heard 1ta state fully descxibed and
in the strongest terms by seversl
witnesaes, but it was only by a personal vigll
and inspection shet they were able to zealice
how utterly unfit the building and scoommeo-
daticn were nnd are for the puarposes of a
gchool. The former 18 lacking 1n every re-
qulrement of & proper school bullding, badly
lghted, badly ventllasted and In a siste of
great dilapldaticn. The children who at-
tend the sohool and the professors who tesch
in It, 1t 18 no exaggeration to gsy, do €0 at
great peril to thels health, If not at the

BIAZ OF THRIR LIVES. :

The Roman Datholio Board sesk to avol

the responsibllity for the condition of thls
school, upon the plea that the property does
not belong to them, and that it would conse.
quently be 1llegal for them io make any ex-
penditnre upon it. Your Commiesioners do
not feel it within thelr attxlbutes to decide
questions of Iaw ; bat 1i this lezal position
were correct, and 1t doss not seem 80 to youx
Commispioners, surely it was the duly of
the Board to find eome other Josal

gitle, ‘1t 1s doubiful whether, In. the fn-.
terests of - humanity, 1t would not have

besn betier to have closed the sohool.

Tho prosent bullding should, without delsy,

ba removed; and ‘s subsiantial, well lighted

‘and 'well ventilated one-be erected In ita

_gtend ; and thls your Commissionersconsider,
acooraiffy to the evidence of record, could be

doiis at a ‘cost” of “about’ twenty thousand

dollsts (§20,000); “Your Commisslonera would.
also state that 16, would sppear from the ex.
‘amipation of the books of the Boman Oathollc.
Board, and from' the statementa and report of

L, Joseph Lajole; Esqulre, "the ‘socountant
Samed to- your- Commitseloners, - ¢bat.. the

bookd - were-not - kept .systematically . posted.
and :balanoed, and  -that

in. order fto

would require” to be mada.” ‘Ia"ooucludlng
$his portion of thelr report;-your Comission-
ord feel compelied to day.thatiin 'viaw of the
evidenoe that hag been:adduced before them,
in view of the lack of judgment Alsplayed by
the wembers of fho Boman Unthollo Board,

X

and ihe _ o
DIFASTROUS ENSULTS OF TEWIR ADMINISYSATION

of the funds entrusted, to themw, they are cone
vinced that I8 whl'not be possible to re-
establish tha confdence of the publlo In the
sdministration of the Boman Oathollo
#chools In Moniresl otherwige than by a
complets cbange in ths personnel of the
Board. And they wonldmdd thag, In view of
the' relations exleting -botwesn Mr. U. E.
Arohsmbault, the looal superintendent, and |
tby Board, and who appears to your Commis-
sloners to ghare their -respounnibility fo a
certaln extent, and in view morsover of the
unfortunate fact of his near relationship to
Mr. Louls Archambault, the contracior above
relerred to, whose deallngs with the
Board were of such an exirsordinary
nature, they oonslder, that It would be
deelrable that his dutles should be so
80 defined, and his powers so resiricted as to
prevent in futore the possibility of thers
belng even a saspiclon of his exercising any
infilaenoe over the deltbarations or declalons
of the Board ot Roman Oathollc Bokool Com-
misgions. While making these observationa
your Commissioners wish it to be under-
stood that they did not find anything proved
during this long enguete, and notwithstand-
fng the persietent efforts of the representa-
tives of the ratepsyers, which oould in any
way, even In the plightest degres, impeach
the honor and Integrity of the individaual
membara of the Buard, or of Mr. Frinclpal
Archambauit,

Your Commlssioners desire to bear hers
testimony to the soperior gnslity of the edn-
catien given in the soboold nader the ocon-
tzol of the Board, a fact abundantly proved by
the evidenca,of rasord.

PROTESTANT BOARD.

Your Commigsgloners have also held a sspa-
1ate examination into the affsirs of the Prot-
eatant Board of School Commlssioness, and
have visited a number of the schools under
ita control. N-.thing iu :he natare of a serl-
ous complaint wus made 1a regard to the ad-
ministration of this I3 »ard, jurther than that
it was considered by som« that the cost of the
High School bulldiug ax! ground was too
great and the remoyal from the old Barnslde
bullding premature. Bat, sfter hearing tho
evidence fully, your Comu:leelonsis do not
find sny real cause for co:aplaint In theto
réspects, The affalrs of the Board ap-
pear to bs economlcally and carefully con-
ducted. The books are weli kept, and thote
I8 no defiolt in the account of the Board, It
18 indubltably estsblished that Inoreased
a7nual revemue Ia required ia order to mest
the wanta oducationally ol the different
gectiona of the city and to enable this Board
1o pay ita teschers a falr galary. There ia
ground for the complaint mads by the
toachers that not only ars they underpaid,
in some cases receiving hardly day Iaborer's
wages, but they are also over-worked in con-
sequsnoe of the want of a sufficlent annual In-
come to enable the Board to keep up &
sufficlent staff of teachers. Your Commfia.
slonera would further state that they found
vory strong objeotlon on the part of the
Protestant portion of the community to

A SLIGHT IMCRHASE IN TAXATION.

There was a feallng that the coat of the
bulldings sarected was bearing heavily upon
the present generation; but your Commis-
elonera do not find any means of remedying
this other than that already adopted, namely,
by the imsue of debentures payable after the
1spse of m term of years,

PRETENDED NECESITY FOBE THE 1IN
OBEASE OF THE TAX AOTUALLY
LEV1ED FOR BOHOOLS IN THE
BAID CITY:

Upon this question your Commissioners re-
port:—That, a8 one means of -effecting
a veoy considerable reduction In
the npnoal expenaltare of the Borhan Oathe-
Board, and possibly of avolding the necessity
for jocreasing the taxation, it bas boen sug-
gosted that the Ohristlan Brothers might be
more extensivoly employed as teachers in the
dchools, and a large number of witnesses {
wera called aud heard In rogard to thla sog-
gestion. Thelr teslimony established clearly
that ¢he instruction imparted by the Brothers
is fully equal to that glven ln the schools
directly under the control of the Board, and
that thia education, equal in vaiue, could
ba supplied at less than one.half the
cost incurred in echocls entirely under Iay
professere. On the other hand, numerous
witnesges of high standiog inthe community
deposed that In thelr opinion it would not be
advisable to obange the preaent system, inse-
much a8 they considered that the emuila.
tion created by the two systems competlog
with each other produced desirable rseults
in the Intexest of education ; and that, more-
over, iu thelr opinlon, 1t was not deslmble
that the education of the youth of the oity
should be given entirely into the handa of
elther
LAY TEAQHERS OB EBLIGIOUd DODIRM.

Your Oomuaiesionsrs conslder that the evl-
dence upon thls point establishes that there
exlsts among the Boman Catholle citizens of
Montreal a declded difference ot opinicn as
to the advisability ot confiding the cducation
of their chlldren entirely to any resliglous
orders cr order ; and, In oconsequenos, not-
withstanding the high ciass of eduoation
imparted by the Brothers, and the great gav-
fng that would be eftected by employing
them, your Qommisgloners do not feal justi-
fied 1n reporting in iavor of adopting general-
lyithis meango! preventing inoreased taxatlon.
Having arrived at the above conclueion, your
OCommigsionera than exsmined the obligations
annually of tse Roman Oatholio Boaxd as
well for Interest and sinking fand on de-
bentures, and on hypotheosxy claims and
loang, a8 1n connection with the direol main-
tenance and extension of the schoois. They
found that according to the statement oon-
tained in the budget submitted at a mesting
of the sboye hoard on the thirtieth day of
Maxch Iast, there 1s required for interest on
debentures, resexrve for eloking fund
and interest on mortgages and loans, &
sum of forty thousand - two hundred and-
‘thixty-seven doliara ($40,237) per snpuUm-—
an amount which, to, your Oommissioners,
appears much in exoe#s of the anpual xeserve
from revenued authorised by the. acts above
mentfoned, - It would also appear from flie.
statements of these Commissioners, them-
selves that they expendsd foxr the malnte-
nanoe of sohools, taxes, eto., for the year last
past s gum of slxty-four thousmnd and - sixty.
nine'dollars ($64,089). - Although the. pres-
ent Board of: "Oatholls Com loners
:have.dectded to olose certain schools in order
to equalizs recslpts and expenditures, your
"Qomnilssioners cannot belleve them ¢o be In
earnest 1o such decisfon, ‘sinos It. certalnly
'wotild afford- most. conolusive testimony of
thek e L . .

. UNFITRER FOB THEIR POSIYION, =
The olosing of sohools situsted a3  are those
referrsd 0, nanely, tha’Oller' and Montcalm
sohtols; wonldsbe, s amioidal aot.and. ought.

‘dollazs and aixty.three ceuts. It also appehrs.
from s statement of record that there has
,”‘-{‘1"4', 4-‘-‘» N ‘.I ‘ , ‘ r' . o
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‘keeplng thess dolioold open, 15 1s also Impaca-
tive that n now: gohool buildlag should :-bs
areated 1n the parish of Satnte Brigide; and
it would slso appear from the evidence of

record, that additlons and  dmprove-
ments ‘would be r-galred in: 8L
Znne'd  ( Brother  Adolda)  mchool

as well as In gome othexrs. Undoubtedly aleo
there will be requlred by she Protestant Board
ot Bohool Uommigeloners an sdditlona]l sum
in order to erect new sobool bulidings ang
give Increased accommodation in some balld-
ings already inuse and wherelu overcrowd.
ing extists; aud to provide for the payment
of more ' adequate  ealufes  ip  thelr
teachers. After full oconilderativa of
the wants of Doth DBoards, and of any
otjecilon which has bsen mads (o
increased taxstion, your Commissloners
aro convinced than an inoresso In the faxa.
tion presantly levied for sohool P

of & cent in the dollar .to three-tenths ofa
oent, 1a allke necessary In the true intercsts of
eduocation and advisable. Bunobinoreaee will
add to the revenues of the Eoman Catholio
about thirty-thres thousand doliars per annuns,
at the present valuation of real estate In the
oily, and will give to the Protestant Board
an amount amply scofficfent for all
ite wants, But your QOommliesioners
are alao of opinfon that with the additional
revenue which this Inoreage will afford to
both Boards, the necessary bulldings should
be exscted, and improvements made, and the
gobools oarrled on with Isoreased eificlency;
and forther that primary education, at
lenst, shonld be free to all. Your Commis-
flonera are confirmed in this oplnlon frowm
conslderation of the faots, that If the
property now lying !dle In Rhe handa of the
Roman Oatholic Board be sold, thelr
indebtadners, and a8 a confequence, their an-
nual expenditure mmsy be reduced to tha
amonnt of at least three thousand dollars per
annum in interest; and that, moreover, in the
futare, there will be a reductlon of three
thousand dollars anxually, to the amount of
olty taxes, remitted.

4 FURTHBR INOREASE IS THE REVENUX

avallable for general school purposes will
zosult from the withdrawal from the conirol
of the Oatholic Board of the Polytechnlo
dchool, the mensgement and support of
which would seem from 18 provincial char-
aoter to appertain to the government. Thls
school bas entailed upon this Board an an-
nual expenditure varylng from twelve
bundred dollars to four thousand dollars;
taking from the school revenues slnce
its establizhment, no less a sum than slx.
teen thousand dollars, according to the atate-
ment furnished by the Board to the Govern.
ment., Your Commizsioners are further of
opinlon that much meater economy
oan be exerolsed in the work of (his
Board; and taking all the foregolng
facte Into conelderatlon, are aatisfled
that primary education with this io.
orsaged taxation should bs made gratnitcus,
In making this recommencation your Oome-
missloners would exprees s hops that by ex-
ercising etriot economy In odminisiration
and avoiding any unnecessary cutlay on
building it will not be regulsita to continue
taxatlon at the Increased rate now recom-
mended, for any number of yesre,

MATTERS QF PUBLIC INTEREST IN BE.
GABD TO THE BO0HOOLS AND
SOHOOL BYSTEM OF THE SAID
CITY OF MONTREAL,

Upon this head of the enqulry your
Oommissiners bheg te make the followlng
guggestions :

1. That the number of commissloners on
each echool board should be increased to at
least nine.

This would sppesr t0 bs deslrable
in order to meet & want which
hes bsoome apparent from and
in the oourse of the working of the Boards as
now conatituted. A very constderable diver=
geuce of opinion, however, exisls In regard to
the manner of appointment to the Board,
There 13 evidemce of reoord and thers Bp-
pears to be a strong teeling on the part of
gome of the ratepayers In favor of an entirely
eleotive system ; but there is also strong ob-
jeotion on the part of others to eo radical a
obange, at one step, in the adminlsiration of
school mattszs la the olty, snd fears were en-
tertalned by those most capable of judging In
regard to educational malterz, that such a
change would havs Injurious results upon
eduostion In the oity. Notwlthstanding that
the eleotive system 18 In force In other por-
tions of this Provines and in Oatario and
that it I8 represented to your Commisaloners
to work for the most part satis{sotorily, they
upon the evidence of grecord do not feel war-
ranted in suggesting

THI§ 80 BADICAL OHANOR AT PRRINRT,

but wonld respectinlly suggest: 3. That
the members of both Boards should be ap-
polnted ns follows: Three by ths Govern.
ment as at present, three by the Olty Ooneoll,
to be chogen one from each of the three eleo-
toral divislons of the olty o Montreal asde-
fined for the purposes of elections of
moembers of the Heuse of Commonsg of
Qansda from among the property holders
aesegsed In eack such sald divislon and not
being aldermen ; to ba Boman Oatholics for
the Boman Catholio Board and Protestants
for the Protestant Board ; and three to be
aleoted direcily at the annual olvlio elections
by the property holders qualifisd as voters at
munloipal electiond In the eeveral divislone
sbove named, ope for each dividon; the
Rzmsn Catholic members belng electad by
votzzs of that religion aloue, and the Protest-
ant members by Protestant voters alone,
Tha term of office and votstlon chall remaln
a8 at present. 3, The meetings of
the eald boards ghould be open to
the publlc, saviog, however, the right
of the Commissfoners, by & two-third vote
of those present at any meetlng and for
speoial reasons to bold sach meotings with
closed doore. 4, Provislon should be made
for supplytng the publio as well as the Gov-
erament and Olty Councll with full and par.
{loulsr Information fouching the adminiatra-
tion and position ef the Boards, and your
Oommisstoners would euggest that a balf-
yearly staternent of the expendiiures and re.
oeipts of the-Boards;-showing thelr sotual
finanoial condition and the siate of the sochools
in oonclse form, should .be pubished in the
principal papers of the city. ln closing thelr
zeport yaurggmmlqglon'orl deam it bas juat
‘to mention the xes)’ and talent dispisyed by
‘the’ gentlemen’whisnzapresentad Lo ratopay-
ors, . a0 wall; as:byilearned :oounsel, F. D,
‘Monk, Kag., -aoting for the Romn. Oathollc
Bchool  Commissioners, The s of
Comuitasioners, "Mr, Lenoyern, . Sgoretary.
-Preasurer.of the Roiutn Cathollo -Board, snd
‘Becretary Bobbing, ot tho-Proleatant . Board,
baving afforded every sasistanca and devoted
a large poriion “of  ‘thelr ime during the

'your Commissfoners.- - . .. -

The. whole respectiully submisted,

(S1gued)  O'J Couvaser, Q.0
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oack Board deserves the thanka of the Bohool.

eourse of the: Investigation to the aervioe of
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RHEUMATISE,Y

Neuralgia,

SORE THROAT,
QUINSY,
SPRAINSN,

And all other bodily aches
and palns.

, I;IF;TY CENTS | A nnuma '
RPN d b;

‘ Dc:lera. v sD}regﬁgﬁs tﬁlnm'l.li
The Charles A. Vogeier Co.
(Bucesssory 1o A. VOGELER % CD.)

o« Baltimore, Md,, U.8.0 -

'BITTERS.

WiLL CURE OR REUEVE.

BILIOUSNESS.  DIZZINESS,
DYSPEPSIA, DROPSY,
INDIGESTION,  FLUTTERING
JAUNDICE, OF THE HEART,
ERYSIPELAS,  ACIDITY OF

SALT RHEUM, THE STOMACH
HEARTBURN,  DRYNESS
HEADACHE, OF THE 3KIN,

And overy specles of diseasos arising from’
disordered LIVER, KIDNEY3, 8TOMAQH,
BOWELSB OR BLOOD, {

T. MUBURN & (0., Propriclom, Torouto.’
HALL'S "&Au"
Hair Renewer.

Scldom does 2 popular remedy win ruch a
gtrong holld upon the public conillence as has
HALL'S IIAR RENEWER, "Thoceases in which
it has accomplisbied a completo restoration of
color to tho hair, and vigorous health to the
6calp, are innnmerable,

01d people 1ike it for its wonder!ful power to
resioro to their whitening locks their original
color and beanty. Mlddle-aged people like It
because it prevonta tlhom from getting bald,
keeps dandenfE away, and iokes iho hair
grow thick nud Btrong. Young Iadics likedt
as a Jdresalng beeanse it gives tho halr 2 Leau-
tiful glossy lustro, and cuables thom to dress
it in whatever form tuey wislt, Thus il isiho
favorito of all, and it has becomo so siwgly
beeause it Jisappolnts no one.

¥

BUCKINGHAM’S DYF
FOR THFE WIISHERS
Hag beenme one of tho most Iiporfant pop -
lartoilet articles for gentlomoen’s nse.  Wihiea
the beard is gray or natarally of an unde-
sirable shade, BUCKINGHAM'S DyL is the
remedy.

" PREPARED Iy
R.P. Hall & Co., Nasimea, Rde,
Gold by ali Droggrists,

._JB
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c\, lla!]
LoANE

OV
URESCOUCHS Celss]
HoARs_E{\{sss,g. K

A WHOLESOME CURATIVE.
NEEDED IN i

1 ].

Every Family.

AN ELEGANT AND RE-
4 ' FRESHING FRUIT LOZ~
ENGE far Constipntion,
RBltionsness, Headache,
ludlsposldon. &c.
t>SUPERIOR TOPILLS

Jand all other gystem-

Ladics and children
ke {it.

Price, 30 cents, Large bores, 60 azis
SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS.
87-BTUEF-00W W- 2

A olrcus in the Weat advertlses « the only
coal-black sacred elophant aver seen In cap-
tivity.

Ministers, Lawyers, Teachers, and othexs
whose oocupation glves but little exerolse,
should uge Oarter’s Llftle Liver Plils for toxe
pid Liver and bilionsness. One Is m dose,

General Gordon 15 2ald to be the only
Chrietian who fe prayed for In the mosques
at Meoos.

L E——— e e e
FOR COUGEHS AND COLDS
use ALLEN'S LURG BALSAM, Relisf ix
warranted or money refunded. .Sz ddvertiss
ment. '

B ——— .

UA grateful friend ° gent the Boston Herald™
$5 uin recogultion of what that paper hag
donefor him.” The publiabers sent the money
to a charitable insii(ution,

e =0 - AR -

Errg's Co00A—GEATINUL AND CoMPORTING,)
~4By a thorough. knowledge of. the natursl
laws which, govern the aporations of digese
tion and nutritionand yet by s careful applls
cation of the fine propertled of well selected
Cooon Mr, Epps has provided our breakfash
tables ‘with & dslicately flavored: beveragsy
which may-save us many heavy doctors’ bitla.
15 13 by the judiclous use of such ssticled of
diet that o conmstiintion may be graduaily
bullt up until- strong enough Lo reeist svery
sondency. {0 - disease. . Hundreds
maladies ave - fioating .around us ready to ate
Iack wkerever thero 15 a_weak point. We
wiay escAPo mauy ‘s -faal sbaft by ke
ourselves woll fortified with purs blood-and %
properly nourished frame.—Oieil - Servide G
satie, “Made elmply Wikl bolling-‘water ox
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