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THE AVENSER.

A TALE OF THE WESTERN OCEAN.

. By the Author of ** Tough Yarns.”
46 I3 there no.affence in it 1
None--nonq in the world!

) lt bears a moral.’”

A beautilul bay is the Bay of Mossuchussets, with its
wy ivlets and snag coves, and the numerous sunny
islets that ssem to have quarrelled.with the main land, and
,hoved off to rest upon the bosom of the waters in peace
ud qnietness, With what dehght must the persecuted
. vietims of iutolerance and bigotry have hailed this refuge
;lter a Joag voysge ! And yet, though driven from the
- plage of their nativity for conscience sake—though their
* yery existence had been held at a price in the home that
ga > g3ve them birth, the love of country still predominated :

WWntd pame -which commanded respect from sl

1ho world pr, chemhad with sentimenta of pride, and

. New'Bagl§nd became the «dwelling of the strungers who
“s had no wnllb but mdusu'y, no mines but the rich allavial
soil that was to give them daily bread. The early seutlers
were bat few, and these were much diminished by the
Muneh of the Indians ; yet the accounts brought over to
¥ England of the fertility of the earth, induced other ad-
venturers to bid firewell to the whiie shores of Albion, aud
cross the ocean to;the western world. Th&arbntrar)
measares of Churles, amd the unrestrained oppression of
' Lnud soon so swelled the nnmber of the expatriated, that
one of our historians cbserves, **inabout twenty years
_ aﬂer the firat soulement, four thousand fumilies, consisting
f—'of upwards of tweanty-one thousand soals, passed into
e Now Eogland in two hundred and ninety-eight vessels.”’
% _ The period of which. I write, is nearly one hundred: and
,‘\ y yeurs sabsequent to the first landing in Massachussets
b ur and mgelmm- tifd - done’miore fbr the
*‘”hrdy sottlers hin the coveted gold mines of the Spani-
pds could have effocted.

§ it is no part of uly intention in this narrative to touch
i+ farther upon polmcl than (acts, cad the interest of the
3, “Incidents may require ; but it is certain, that the statesinen
¢t of Greut Britain nover cemmitted = more egregions mis-

i take than when thoy framed obnoxious laws(knowing them
"‘ tobe sach) for a distant colony, without either phiysical

"”*‘ltrenglb or morul intluence to enforce obedience.

pL 'rl‘mdun to a cortain degree commenced its career,
d:ithen, by an act passed in the sixth of George II., duties
ford' imposed on rum, sugar, and molasses, imported into
he colouiuu ; butthis was evaded by illicit l.raﬂic, and no
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' from lhe mlpossxblhty ot‘ eﬁ'ectmg the desxgn, the atamp-

jsame unchanging love of liberty ;- but in none did the
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act was repealed; and its repeal was hailed as a great
moral victory, achieved by daring bravery ; 3. and thus two
important truths were at once 1mpressed upon ; the convic-
tion of the colouists. Fifat, it .was considered as the
triumph of right principlesover an unjust enactment ; and;-
secondly, it showed themr their own power of resmmg
what they looked upon as oppressiop.  Other modes of
Inxntxon, however, were resorted to-—the coast—guard was
kept up' with increased v:gnlance-—-an American bonrd of
admirality was establid} and  extraordinary powers]
granted to' I.ha officers 3 ‘mavy to enforce the revenue
laws.

Amongst the most active of the king’s cruisers was the
Gaspar schooner, commanded by Licut D——, a man ex-
tremely rigid in the execution of his duty, and mdefati'ha-
ble in his researches after contraband goods. He was also
a great stickler for national honour, and compelled sll
vessels not carrying a pennant to salute his majesty’s
schovner ns they passed, either by striking their coloufs,
or lowering their loftiest saits.  Such conduct (and which
is reputed-to have been erercised with great severity),
caused him to be the object of' much ill-will. His station
was off Rhode Island, and he had, on several occasions;
detained the craft, and counsiderably impeded the traffic,
of Mr. John Hancock, a merchant of high standing: aud
great influence in the town of ‘Beston, and who had early
taken a Jeading part against the enactments of the British
legisiatare, so that his fellow-townsmen looked' up to him
for advice and assistance in casés of 'emergency. - It can-
not but be supposed that all in the employ of such a inan
imbibed from him tbe same inflexible principles, and the
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feeling glow with more fervour and stability than in the
Toreast of one of lus young. meg-<Egekiel Ifopkins ‘of
Nantucket.

A few niiles from, and below, the town of Providence,
on the shure of a suug little bay, stood a rustic cottage,
that, for beauty of situstion and neatness of appearance,
wmight have vied with many 2 moderu erection: of a similar
nature on our own shores.. It was inbabited by the wi-
dow of a deceased officer in his mafesty‘s service, and her
only dauighter, an interesting and pretty girl of nineteen,
who had-aftracted the attention of Lieutenant D——, of
the Gaspar, and guined his admigation as far as it was in
bis nature to cherish the passion. Bat Melicent Hargoed
entertained no responsive sentiment, for her affections had
already bcen bestowed upon Ezekiel Hopkins, then not
only one of the best looking young men of ‘the day, but
_|acknowledged to be the foremost in every gallant feat or
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of rock, that Bad oﬁPn served hxm qn" a snmllar occano % }
& B

He did not wait long, for awfme mm'hn dfess Mn re

in tbe lsréeze-—Hehcent tumed tﬁe pAtoLerﬁhg *:ﬂ o
in‘an-ifistant; ‘wis in the ariis af her 7he'niﬁ§§ fcg'eﬁ o

- ““My, own’ noble-minded ladya” exclaﬁh‘éﬁ%’Ez"eiiel
« you have’ not then‘been indaced’ to%rget yonr hnmb g
sailor’ tf;: that tyraﬁmcal man, who' claims’ you d&“ hg
rightBécause he wears the’ kmg’s nmform ” .
““Hush, Ezekiel,”” retirnéd” the mmden
have come to tell you that our. con'espondexfce mhst cg\ .
and Lieutenant D——, is to b & may | fntnre‘ guardlai; o ”'“ 1
“ Nay, Melicert; nay,” rejomed the yonng ‘man wuh
1mpassmned energy, ¢ you“cannot meaxtn. Yon‘lové /b'lin-

l.“f

{not-—he is a stranger to such a boly sentnmant—aand.,wonT

you, dare you, Mehcent,” hé nttered solemnly,"?‘ S‘L"&
your hand, and bind yonréelf to".one whom’ you : ni'u' -
loathe ? No), no,- &earestr. » added be, * you havq eon- Lt
jared up a phantom, merely to chill my blood on t!mw i
and beanteous evenifg. Speak, dedrest, speak v
rést of my existendé to be bound.in shallom‘ax‘ﬁ?'m wiié-
ery, without one stinry smils to’ break in upon the dark: -
teinpésts of the soul? = Nay, nay, you a are but mﬂmg vmli
me £ 2]

€ Indeed ‘indeed, Ezekle! » remanstmted she, _ab thm‘ o
rolling tears ‘formed’ a- ¢hanadl @bivn her pale cheek "\i £E
woald not have so thouvhtlessly‘ expressed myse]f co

| haVe foreseen my foolish words would thus haveatm'ed
you No, Ezekiel,- I am nnchanwed and nnchangeablf“ -
tnouah » e
She was‘stopped by a wild'and hystencal'burstof lahgh
ter from the young.-man, which echa repeated in manjtg?ﬁ;.
unnataral sounds; as he strained her to his heari, &nd t]i’ed.“
sinking on his knees;, as the.big dropmooz_?ea from evel g
pore with previous-agony, and-his eyes wgf dim wxﬂrﬂﬁ‘_ :
overﬂbuﬁng of succeeding. joy, he: nt&are&ﬁsl‘eﬁmw %
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Heaveu, T thank thiee't” He bowelk Hisidid upop hid - ¢
hands, and- the strong’ man wept like'a child. el Pl
s »ﬁ

¢ Since last we met, Melicent,’’ szid he, as ' soon as ;gfn
his emotion'liad subsided, ¢ I have:had an interview with .
that baughty officer—he has- seized- g,y vessel-—pat.me- i
in  gaol-—threatened . me with tha’ *‘hemest pe_ aled o
ties, and, so help'me Heaven ! unjgstly § for.my only’ ﬁinlﬁ‘ w
was not striking my colours to him.' I have oscapedfrom: -
prison, love, through the assnstance of .some old shipz * 4y
mates, .and here I am, that you may read thyzfate. Sayi
love——oh ! speak the words again;: that- your. aﬁ'ecuonu
unchanged, and unchangeable.’” co
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¢« It is, Ezekiel-—it is,”’ returned she, as her white arm

was thrown over his shoulder, and- her pallid cheek was - :
pressed to his breast.

¢ My Creator will bear wntness to

constancy and truth. Yet, Ezekiel,. I.am. bourly nrge& by *
my wother to. accept the licutenant’s effers. **He has -

even been to the cottage this afternoon,-and.probably: niaj,";_; o
be there at this. very moment.. .ram beset: with: tmls—« |
the people look.. gon us ‘with “suspicious Eyes as bemg[
royalists~—and: -oh; Ezekiel! were you- bnt m the-nmg;.

cause ——t

perilous exercise ; and though the lieutenant was gra-
ciously sanctioned and supported as a stauwnch roy-
alist and naval officer by Mrs. Hargood, whose hus-
band had been both, Ezekiel fouud a much stronger ally
in the young lady’s heart, notwithstanding he had been
forbidden the house, and. only paid bis visits by steaith.

|1t may maturally be concluded, that strong hostility -and : -
«s Avast 1** exclaimed the young man,with a shndder at

angry feeling porvaded the mind of each of? the suiiors.
the ‘proposal 5 but instantly recollecting himself, 'he nt-

The lieutenant however, relying on his rank, and the .,
ussurances of the mother, ‘treated his rival with coaterapt 3, ered, -+ Forgive me, my ownlove-! circumstances have -
whilst Ezekiel, being of sanguine temperament, could Algmade me impetaous, and I forgetyself. I am no.enény
brook the haughty demeanour and rudeness of the schm— to your kiny, Melicent—no traitor to his ¢rown:: "it is the
er’s commander. . . false friends to both that wre:incitieg him'. ty think ill of
It was in the tmlzght of lovely evening, the- sun had [subjects that would revererice his porso, and respect hid,
dzsappeared ‘behind the mouatains, but the sky was stili ,nuthonty # But I am a man, Melicent;—God has . inade
glowing-with his-radiance, when a whale-boat pulled np |me a. man ; and k- will-not be a. slave to crouch: and:bend
alo.ng shore, and landed Ezekie] ina small grotto-like cave, [to my fellow-creaturea. - My ancestors were .driven from
about a mile from the. cottage, where it left bim,  and|theircountry.and their-home: - They arrivednbere, . dosti-

pursued its course to the town.. The young man'leaped|tute and friendless ; planted the-soil; reaped:the fiuita; apdt
“upon the beach,, and*stood consealedr behind a jutting point. hecame. mdewndeﬂh Ta: their industey ste 59 mﬂ;ﬁ"

sen, who set the laws at doﬁance ; and numerous
1-0f-war were stationed along the coast, and in the
-‘nﬂies, oobly for the purposo of repressing it; so that
B ie of provention must have counterbalanced the |
. of hnoﬁm. Besides, as a cons:denblo pomon of
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Sunqbert Walpole had acknowledged he did not
Y _suﬁicxent coarage to undertake, viz. the stamp-act
,‘Brmsh colonies. ' The settlers wore aroused to
X mpd remtunca, and the most’ resolute amongst them
: thmo of Massachussets’ Bay. The law was render-
ad » qunllizy throdgh the hardihood: 6f its opponents, and
Rie alaray of Wdie: appomtedw Nmmhtorm At lengib
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